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LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING

7th October 2009
At an ORDINARY MEETING of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 7th October 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Presiding)

Councillors
	Bigyn Ward

M.J.P. Burns

Ms. Ff.S. Larsen

R.T. Price

D.H. Skivington

D. Thomas (Deputy Town

     Mayor)
 


	Elli Ward

Mrs. P.J. Edmunds
M.W. Gimblett


	Glanymor Ward
A.H. Hitchman

J.E. Jones 
W.J. Lemon

Mrs. L.J. Stedman



Lliedi Ward
Tyisha Ward

Ms. J.C. Isaac
C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)
K.D Rees
R.P. Neil

W.E. Skinner
J. Roberts

W.G. Thomas
Mrs. J. Williams
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69.
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) welcomed the local press representative, Mr. Shaun Greaney, to the meeting and congratulated the ‘Llanelli Star’ on celebrating its centenary this week.
70.
VERIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the following Minutes of the Town Council, its Committees and Joint Committees (prints of which having been previously circulated to members) be taken as read, and the same are hereby verified, received and confirmed respectively:-

Llanelli Town Council
2nd September 2009

Ex-Town Mayors’ Committee
2nd September 2009

Llanelli Joint Burial Authority
8th July 2009
Planning and Development Committee
7th September 2009

Senior Citizens’ Day Centre
      Joint Management Committee 
9th September 2009

Building and Finance Committee
14th September 2009
Consultation Scrutiny Committee
16th September 2009
Town Twinning Committee
21st September 2009
Llanelly House Committee
25th September 2009
71.
MATTERS ARISING
SHOPMOBILITY 
With reference to Minute No. 42(3) of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, members were informed that the re-convened meeting between Town and County Council members and officers had still not taken place.  Members felt that the continuing delay was totally unreasonable, whereupon it was
RESOLVED – that every effort be made to press the County Council representatives to attend a reconvened meeting as soon as possible, in view of the urgent need to launch the Shopmobility Scheme in Llanelli as soon as possible.
72.
POLICE MATTERS

The Town Clerk reported that no matters had been received from members since the last Council meeting.  He also advised members that Inspector Eric Evans had sent an apology for his inability to attend the meeting, and had confirmed his intention to be present at next month’s Town Council meeting.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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73.
PROPOSED VARIATION TO NOBEL BANKS AREA 476 AGGREGATE DREDGING LICENCE
Further to Minute No. 63(1) of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd September 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 18th September 2009 from Environmental Resources Management (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The letter set out details of the two measures currently in place to ensure that the dredging vessel was operating according to its licence conditions and that the tonnage extracted did not exceed the set limit.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

74.
LLANELLI AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB – PARC Y SCARLETS COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as President of the Llanelli Amateur Athletic Club.  But, as he did not consider that the matter being reported and discussed also constituted a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 66 of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd September 2009, the Town Clerk reported on the recent exchange of correspondence between him and Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Leisure and Sport (copies of the two letters having been previously circulated to members).

The reply received from the County Council confirmed that the Llanelli Scarlets were committed to seeking the necessary equipment to install dividers within the indoor training barn, which would enable the indoor space to be split to accommodate different clubs and/or different age groups at the same time.  In the meantime, any club could separate the space utilising cones in order to accommodate different age groups.  The letter also confirmed that the hourly hiring rate for the indoor training barn was as previously stated, but clubs would be encouraged to share the space and thereby split the hiring cost between them.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

75.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR WALES – ANNUAL REPORT AND WORKSHOPS 2009

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 1st September 2009 from the Commission’s Chairman (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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The letter invited the Council to attend one of the forthcoming Annual Report and Workshop events as detailed in the letter. 

RESOLVED – that any member wishing to attend the nearest event to be held at The Brangwyn Hall, Swansea on 24th November 2009 notify the Town Clerk as soon as possible so that the appropriate arrangements could be made.

76.
ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 17th September 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Street Scene (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The letter indicated that the County Council was looking at the issue of abandoned trolleys and ways of removing them from the County’s communities, and was looking to work in partnership with all commercial premises that used trolleys.

The letter advised that the County Council was planning to start using powers under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 to retrieve trolleys that were found and believed to be abandoned.  Under the statutory powers referred to, the Council had powers to seize and remove abandoned trolleys, retain them and then sell or dispose of them.  The Council was also empowered to charge the owner for the cost of removal, storage and disposal, and details of the various charges were set out for members’ information.  The Council was invited to express its views on the proposed scheme.

Members considered that the proposal was a useful one, and that it would hopefully lead to a reduction in the number of abandoned shopping trolleys.  However, it was felt that the County Council should make every effort to discuss the problem with the various shops and commercial premises using trolleys in order to try to deal with the problem at source, e.g. by the use of trolleys for which a recoverable charge was made, or by the use of magnetic devices preventing the removal of the trolleys from the environs of the premises concerned.

It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Council support the scheme proposed by the County Council.

(2) That the County Council be asked to discuss with the commercial premises throughout the county more effective means of ensuring that trolleys could not be removed in the first place.
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77.
SWANSEA BAY AND CARMARTHEN BAY SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Further to Minute No. 41 of the Town Council meeting held on 1st July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 24th September 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Street Scene (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The letter confirmed that the second Key Stakeholder Forum, involving a drop-in session, would be held at the National Botanical Garden of Wales, Llanarthne, Carmarthen between 10.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd November 2009.

RESOLVED – that any member wishing to attend the Forum notify the Town Clerk as soon as possible.

78.
ONE VOICE WALES

Further to Minute No. 28 of the Town Council meeting held on 3rd June 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 4th September 2009 from the Chief Executive, enclosing the five motions which had been selected by the Conference Committee for debate in the Annual General Meeting to be held on 10th October 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Members were also informed that, the Leader of the Council and Town Clerk were not available to attend the Annual General Meeting, as previously authorised.

It was, therefore, 

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the motions for debate be noted.

(2) That Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and K.D. Rees be authorised to attend the Annual General Meeting in place of the Leader and Town Clerk.

79.
CARMARTHENSHIRE’S SPORTS PERSONALITY AWARDS 2009

The Town Clerk reported the receipt from Carmarthenshire County Council of details of this year’s awards (copies of the Criteria for Nomination and Nomination Form having been previously circulated to members).
Councillor W.J. Lemon indicated that he proposed to personally nominate Seaside A.F.C. in the Team of the Year category, and Mr. Hugh Stone of Seaside A.F.C. for the Ryan Jones Memorial Award for Outstanding Services to Sport.
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It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That members wishing to submit nominations provide full details to the Town Clerk as soon as possible.

(2) That, if Councillor Lemon wished, the Council support his two nominees, and in that event he liaise with the Town Clerk as soon as possible.

80.
‘LOCAL WORKS’ CAMPAIGN – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT
Further to Minute No. 38 of the Town Council meeting held on 1st July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the ‘Local Works’ campaign (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The letter stated that, although the Sustainable Communities Act was now in force, three more objectives needed to be achieved, as set out in the letter.  Accordingly, two Early Day Motions had been tabled in Parliament in support of the three objectives, and the Council was urged to ask the local Member of Parliament to sign both.

The letter also pointed out that achieving these further objectives would cost £40,000, and the Council was asked to make a suitable donation.
In the ensuing discussion, members expressed their continuing support for the measures suggested to fully implement the Act, but were not in favour of providing any financial support, particularly in view of the fact that, at present, the Act did not extend to parish and town councils.  It was, therefore,
RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Town Clerk be authorised to write to Nia Griffith, M.P. asking her to sign the two Early Day Motions referred to.

(2) That the request for financial support be noted.

81.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as Secretary to the Association’s Welsh Region.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.
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The Town Clerk reported the receipt of details of the Annual Conference on the theme “Local Government – the Recession and Beyond” to be held from 13th – 15th November 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the Council’s two nominated representatives, Councillors C.C. Lucas and K.D. Rees, be authorised to attend the Conference, and that their costs of attendance be paid.

82.
LLANELLI FLOODING FORUM – WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS

Further to Minute No. 9 of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 15th June 2009, the Town Clerk reported that arrangements had now been made for the joint meeting of the five local councils concerned and representatives of the Environment Agency to be held on 15th October at The Town Hall, Llanelli.  He had already invited each of the other councils to nominte up to three representatives, and now asked the Council to nominate its three representatives.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that Councillors M.J.P. Burns, K.D. Rees and W.G. Thomas be nominated to represent the Town Council at the forthcoming joint meeting.

83.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
RESOLVED – that the undermentioned matters (copies of which having been previously circulated to members) be noted:

(1) Llanelli Fairtrade Group – Minutes of meetings held on 28th April, 30th June and 28th July 2009;

(2) One Voice Wales – Minutes of (a) A.G.M. held on 17th June 2009;                 (b)  Carmarthenshire Area Committee held on 17th June 2009;

(3) Glanymor and Tyisha Communities First – Minutes of the Executive Group meeting held on 8th September 2009;

(4) Carmarthenshire County Council – Press Release “Council Wearing it Pink”.

FURTHER RESOLVED – to note the undermentioned matters:

(1) Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government Partnership Scheme Report 2008 – 2009;

(2) HOWLTA Newsletter – No. 110, Autumn 2009

(copies available for members’ inspection).

The Meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m.
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

9 September 2009
At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 9 September 2009 at 4:00 pm.

Present:
Councillors T.D. Bowen, S.M. Donoghue, M.J.P. Burns, W.J. Lemon,        S.L. Davies, K.D. Rees.
27.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEMPORE

RESOLVED that Cllr S. M. Donoghue be appointed Chairman pro tempore.
28.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs T.J. Jones, C.C. Lucas, A.G. Morgan and J. Williams.

29.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

30.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings.


Ordinary Meeting        -
    8 July 2009

31.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS

RESOLVED that the income and expenditure reports for June and July 2009 and the provisional report for August 2009 be noted.

32.
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedule of payments for July and August 2009, which revealed expenditure for the months amounted to £30,511.52 and £18,285.56 respectively.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
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33.
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2008/2009 – FINAL REPORT

Further to Minute No. 103 (11 March 2009), Members considered the final internal audit report, compiled by Auditing Solutions Ltd.

The report did not differ from the interim report (to which Minute No. 103 refers) and no matters needed addressing other than Members considering the status of extant Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and if appropriate updating them to reflect any recent legislative changes.

The report author commented that as no significant issues arose no action plan was necessary.

RESOLVED that the Cemetery office staff be congratulated on their work and that the report be accepted.

34.
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

RESOLVED that in accordance with Standing Order No. 48, this matter be adjourned without further discussion, to the next ordinary meeting of the Burial Authority, scheduled for 14 October 2009.

35.
BRITISH REGISTER OF ACCREDITED MEMORIAL MASONS (BRAMM)

Members considered correspondence received from BRAMM regarding the decision of the National Association of Memorial Masons’ (NAMM) decision to cease involvement with BRAMM.  The Secretary gave a brief outline of the history of the two organisations to Members and stated that as the Burial Authority had its own list of registered masons authorised to work in the cemetery grounds then NAMM’s decision would not directly affect the Burial Authority.

RESOLVED that the correspondence be noted.

36.
REGULATIONS FOR MEMORIAL MASONS

RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the next ordinary meeting of the Burial Authority, scheduled for 14 October 2009.

…………………………………...

The Meeting concluded at 4:30 p.m.
……………………………………
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

17 September 2009
At the Special Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Thursday, 17 September 2009 at 4:00 pm.

Present:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), T.D. Bowen, T.J. Jones, M.J.P. Burns, W.J. Lemon, S.L. Davies, K.D. Rees, S.M. Donoghue, J. Williams
37.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Cllr. A. G. Morgan.

38.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

39.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT, 1960

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the following matter in Minute No. 41 below be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.

40.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO-TEMPORE

RESOLVED that Cllr. K. D. Rees be appointed Chairman pro-tempore.

41.
STAFFING MATTERS

Members considered a letter in respect of a staffing matter.  Lengthy discussion ensued and following a full and detailed explanation which addressed the points covered in the letter it was

RESOLVED that the letter be noted and to await confirmation in respect of the matter being fully discharged.

Cllr. S. L. Davies abstained from voting.
…………………………………...

The Meeting concluded at 5:00 p.m.
……………………………………
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

12th October 2009

At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday,               12th October 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

Present:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett (Chairman), A.H. Hitchman, R.T. Price,        J. Roberts, D.H. Skivington, Mrs. L.J. Stedman and Mrs. J. Williams.

Apologies:   Councillors Ms. J.C. Isaac (Vice-Chairman) and Miss Ff.S. Larsen.
18.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT


(1)  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the undermentioned applications which had been sent to the Town Council by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning for its consideration and observations.
RESOLVED – that the comments shown in column 3 hereunder be forwarded to the Head of Planning:-

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21677

Mrs. Xiao Yun Shu,

66 Station Road, Llanelli.

SA15 1AN

S/21690

Mr. Ross Hall,

22 Pemberton Street,

Llanelli. SA15 2RB


	Conversion and extension of existing dwelling to 6 no. bedsits.

Demolition of existing extension and erection of part double/part single storey rear extension.


	Refusal recommended on the ground that, as Station Road is a very busy thoroughfare where parking is always at a premium, adequate provision has not been made for car parking.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.




- 164 -

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21693

Mr. J. Romero,

Rear of Stanley Street (adjacent to No. 1 Clos Ty Tafol), Llanelli.

S/21715

Gwalia Housing Group,

12C Great Western Crescent, Llanelli.

SA15 2RL

S/21718

Dr. Anthony Jayne,

20 Gilbert Road,

Llanelli. SA15 3RA

S/21731

Stadium Retail Investments (2003) Ltd., Unit 9A, Parc Trostre Retail Park, Llanelli. SA14 9UY

S/21774

Dragon Estate Management Ltd., Mr. A.P. G., Unit 4B Exchange Buildings,

22 Market Street, Llanelli.

SA15 1YD


	Retrospective application to retain garage as built.

Part rear and side extension to provide additional living space.

Erection of a first floor extension above the existing ground floor extension and the erection of a ground floor extension to the side of the existing kitchen.

Proposed alterations to elevations (front and rear) – introduction of new glazed entrances and tenant signage zones to front of unit and new entrance door and tenant signage zones to the rear.

Change of use from A1 retail to A2 Property/ Financial/Estate Agency use.  


	Approval recommended subject to a condition that the garage shall not be used for commercial purposes.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.

Approval recommended.

Approval recommended.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21776

Mr. Alec Jones,

56 Parc Howard Avenue,

Llanelli. SA15 3JY

S/21779

Mr. Walter Swindles, Primesight Ltd., North Dock Service Station,

Cambrian Street,

Llanelli. SA15 2LE

S/21780

Mr. Percy Lloyd,

13 Lloyd Street, Llanelli.

SA15 2PU

S/21809

Mr. Julian Morgan,

Land at Penywarc Road,

Llanelli. SA15 1NJ


	Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey kitchen extension and downstairs toilet.

1 no. pole mounted internally illuminated double sided display unit.

Single storey rear extension.

Proposed family dwelling – 

Amendment of previously approved scheme ref: S/17465


	Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.

Approval recommended.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours       being consulted.




(2)
APPLICATION S/17104 – NEW CREATIVE AND CULTURAL CENTRE, INCLUDING THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE TINNING HOUSE FOR COMMUNITY USE, ETC. (“THE WORKS” PROJECT) AT THE FORMER OLD CASTLE WORKS SITE, LLANELLI
Further to Minute No. 16(2) of the Committee meeting held on 10th September 2007, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning of a letter dated 14th August 2009 confirming that this application had been withdrawn.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(3)
APPLICATION S/17105 – NEW CREATIVE AND CULTURAL CENTRE, INCLUDING THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE TINNING HOUSE FOR COMMUNITY USE, ETC. (“THE WORKS” PROJECT) AT THE FORMER OLD CASTLE WORKS SITE, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 16(2) of the Committee meeting held on 10th September 2007, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning of a letter dated 24th August 2009 confirming that this application had been withdrawn.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(4)
APPLICATION S/19108 – LISTED BUILDING APPLICATION FOR   (A) MODIFICATIONS TO REAR ENTRANCES TO ENABLE EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND/OR ACCESS FOR DISABLED VISITORS (B)  MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING STONE PAVING AT THE REAR OF THE BUILDING AND REINSTATEMENT WHERE PAVING IS MISSING AT PARC HOWARD MUSEUM, FELINFOEL ROAD, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 7(1) of the Committee meeting held on 9th June 2008, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 24th August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that this application had been withdrawn.

Members having expressed concern that the emergency escape and disabled access provisions were not being proceeded with, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the information be noted.
(2) That the Town Clerk be authorised to seek an explanation for the withdrawal of this application.

(5)
APPLICATION S/19109 – DISABLED ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS – EMERGENCY ESCAPE (ADDITIONAL TO APPLICATION S/15694) AT PARC HOWARD MUSEUM, FELINFOEL ROAD, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 7(1) of the Committee meeting held on 9th June 2008, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 24th August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that this application had been withdrawn.
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RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the information be noted.

(2) That the Town Clerk be authorised to seek an explanation for the withdrawal of this application.

(6)
APPLICATION S/20353 – PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF ONE GROUND FLOOR SHOP AND 8 SELF-CONTAINED FLATS AT FORMER YARD, GREAT WESTERN CRESCENT, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 12(5) of the Committee meeting held on 7th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of the Assembly Inspector’s Appeal Decision (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Following a discussion it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Appeal decision be noted.

(2) That the Town Clerk be authorised to seek an explanation from the County Council for its failure to prepare the Appropriate Assessment of the implications of the proposed developments for the Carmarthen Bay Special Area of Conservation (S.A.C.)/Special Protection Area (S.P.A.), as requested by the Countryside Council for Wales.

(7)
APPLICATION S/21081 – VARIATION OF CONDITION 5 ATTACHED TO PLANNING PERMISSION S/03180 REGARDING OPENING HOURS AT 38 MURRAY STREET, LLANELLI
Further to Minute No. 7 of the Committee meeting held on 8th June 2009, the Town Clerk reported that, although the Committee had recommended the refusal of this application on the ground of increased noise nuisance and disturbance, notification had been received from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning that planning permission (subject to conditions) had been granted.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(8)
APPLICATION S/21535 – INSTALLATION OF CONSERVATORY TO FRONT ELEVATION AT 2 HIGHFIELD COURT, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 12(2) of the Committee meeting held on 7th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported that, although the Committee had recommended that this application be approved, it had been refused for the reasons set out in the County Council’s Notice of Refusal issued on 1st September 2009.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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19.
NEW PROPERTY ADDRESS – PLOT 1 ADJACENT TO HENDRE, BOX, LLANELLI

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 2nd October 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning, with plan attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The letter advised that this property would be known as: The Orchards, Box, Llanelli, SA15 3EX.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

The Meeting concluded at 
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EX-TOWN MAYORS’ COMMITTEE

13th October 2009

At a Meeting of the EX-TOWN MAYORS’ COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Tuesday, 13th October 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman),                   A.H. Hitchman, R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees, W.E. Skinner, Mrs. J. Williams and J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Ex Officio).
Apologies:   Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and M.W. Gimblett.

2.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960

RESOLVED – that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following item be considered in private, and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 be exercised.

3.
MAYORAL CAR HIRE CONTRACT

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Licensing Committee.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 14 of the Committee meeting held on 21st April 2004, detailed consideration was given to the Town Clerk’s report (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Following the expiration of the previous four-year contract, members were informed that the review of the arrangements for the future had been overtaken by recent events, as detailed in the copy exchange of correspondence between one of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Licensing Officers and the Town Clerk attached to the report.

The Licensing Officer confirmed that the statutory exemption from the requirement to be licensed as Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Vehicles available to vehicles operating under contracts had been repealed by the Road Safety Act 2006 with effect from January 2008.  The effect of the repeal was that anyone engaged to carry out the Mayoral Car Hire Contract was required to licence both vehicle and driver either as a Private Hire Operator or as a Hackney Carriage Operator with the County Council.
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In the light of the information supplied and the advice given by the Licensing Officer, the Town Clerk reported that the contract with the current operator had been suspended with effect from Friday, 9th October 2009 until further notice.
Following a lengthy discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the action taken by the Town Clerk be confirmed and approved.

(2) That the opportunity be given to the current contractor to apply for the required licences.

(3) That, in the interim, delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to arrange suitable alternative transport for the Mayoral party over the ensuing two-month period.

(4) That the matter be further reviewed prior to the expiration of the said two-month period.

The Meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.
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BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

19th October 2009

At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 19th October 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (Chairman), J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, K.D. Rees and W.G. Thomas (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGIES:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil,          W.E. Skinner and D. Thomas.

53.
FINANCIAL REPORTS

(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer giving a detailed analysis of cumulative income and expenditure for the period between 1st April and 30th September 2009 in the sums of £607,723 and £504,695 respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the aforementioned report be adopted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report indicated that cheque payments in respect of voucher nos. 11960 – 11994 (inclusive) amounted to £100,260.68, and that BACS and Direct Debit payments amounted to £47,286.22 respectively.

RESOLVED – that the accounts for payment be approved.


(3)  VIREMENTS

RESOLVED – that the report of the Responsible Financial Officer dated 19th October 2009, with a schedule of suggested virements, be noted and approved.

54.
INTERNAL AUDIT – AUDIT SCRUTINY SUB-COMMITTEE
Further to Minute No. 23 of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, members received the following minutes of the meeting of the Audit Scrutiny Sub-Committee held on 14th September 2009 –
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“At a Meeting of the AUDIT SCRUTINY SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Town Hall Square, Llanelli on Monday, 14th September 2009 at 5.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Vice-Chairman) (In the Chair), K.D. Rees (Substituting for Cllr. Mrs. P.J. Edmunds) and W.G. Thomas.

APOLOGIES:
Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and D. Thomas (Chairman).

2.
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (FINAL) 2008-09

Further to Minute No. 1 of the Sub-Committee meeting held on 8th July 2009, consideration was given to the Internal Audit Report (Final) 2008-09 produced by the Council’s Internal Auditor, Mr. Nigel Archer, of Auditing Solutions Ltd.  After a full discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the actions taken in respect of the two previous recommendations be noted and that measures be put in place to increase the Council’s General Reserve within the 2010/11 Estimates.

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.”
55.
2009/10 NATIONAL SALARY AWARD FOR LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS

Further to Minute No. 34 of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a joint NALC/SLCC Circular letter dated September 2009, setting out the revised scales to be applied from 1st April 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).
RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that the revised scales be implemented from 1st April 2009.

56.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRINGS

Consideration was given to the written schedule of hirings of all community centres during the month of September 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the report be noted and approved.

57.
ASBESTOS SURVEYS – RE-INSPECTION AND ASBESTOS REGISTER UPDATING SERVICE
Further to Minute No. 92 of the Committee meeting held on 13th November 2006, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 25th September 2009 from NAS Laboratories with a quotation for the provision of the services detailed therein.
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Members were reminded that asbestos surveys had been undertaken by the same company (then known as Normandie Analytical Services Limited) in 2006.  However, it had been recommended by the Council’s Health and Safety Advisor that a re-inspection and updating of the Asbestos Register should be undertaken.  In the light of that recommendation, NAS Laboratories had been invited to submit its quotation.  In view of the need to progress the work as quickly as possible, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had approved the acceptance of the quotation.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the decision of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be confirmed and approved; and that the quotation as submitted by NAS Laboratories in the sum of £995 plus VAT be accepted.

58.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION


(1)  MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Further to Minute No. 39(1) of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, members received the following Minutes of meetings of the Building and Finance Sub-Committee held on 14th September 2009 and 8th October 2009 respectively –
“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at Paddock Street Community Centre, Paddock Street, Llanelli on Monday, 14th September 2009 at 4.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman),   A.H. Hitchman and R.P. Neil.

Also in attendance:    Mr P.J. Lewis (Consultant Architect).

APOLOGIES:
Councillor. Mrs. P.J. Edmunds.

11.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

(1)  CARPET SELECTION

Members considered a selection of carpet samples for use within the ground floor offices and first floor Mayor’s Parlour and Council Chamber.

RESOLVED – that both staircases and the first floor have the Axminster Precious Gems Garnet, model no. 2/3555, very heavy wear carpet and the ground floor offices the Gradus Genus Evening Sky, model no. 00218.
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(2)  GROUND FLOOR KITCHEN

Members’ attention was drawn to the present condition of the kitchen units and that the recently purchased replacement microwave was too small for the current opening in the fitted unit.  Members were concerned that the kitchen would be the only area not being refurbished and therefore, considered the renewal of the units together with the sink, oven, microwave, hob and extractor fan but incorporating the present dishwasher into the new layout.

RESOLVED – that the quotation received for the Lyndhurst kitchen, in the sum of £3,660 plus vat, be accepted.  The order would be placed without the hob unless the saving was considered insignificant.

(3)  CAR PARK ENTRANCE

Members considered the method of securing the entrance to the rear car park with regard to maximising the available parking spaces.

RESOLVED – that the gates be replaced with retractable bollards specifically the Rhino Polymer Retractable Bollard with gold coloured banding to match the railings.

(4)  ARCHITECT’S INSTRUCTION

RESOLVED – that the Architect’s Instruction nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 be approved.

The Meeting concluded at 4.55 p.m.”
“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at Paddock Street Community Centre, Paddock Street, Llanelli on Thursday, 8th October 2009 at 12.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman),               Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, A.H. Hitchman and R.P. Neil.

Also in attendance:    Mr. P.J. Lewis (Consultant Architect).

12.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

(1)  CARPET SELECTION

Further to Minute No. 11 of the Sub-Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, Members re-considered the selection of carpet samples for use within the first floor Mayor’s Parlour and Council Chamber after it was found that the original selection would not be available within the contract period.  Members also considered samples of window nets and curtains.  After a brief discussion, it was
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RESOLVED – that both staircases and the first floor now have the Whitestone Weavers Tudor Palace, model no. 111/9468 carpet in cherry with Deyron Sheer Elegance cream nets and Drapilux 204 Flammstop No. 27 curtains.  The ground floor offices would also have the same nets but with Crowson Alaska 17 curtains.

(2)  CERTIFICATE OF PROGRESS PAYMENT

Further to Minute No. 39 of the Committee meeting held on 9th September 2009, the Responsible Financial Officer reported the receipt from the Council’s Consultant Architects of Certificate of Progress Payments Nos. 4 and 5 in the net sums of £63,140.88 and £66,305.63 respectively, excluding VAT.

RESOLVED – that payment of the amounts certified in the Certificates be confirmed and approved.

The Meeting concluded at 12.25 p.m.”

(2)  ARCHITECT’S INSTRUCTION
Further to Minute No. 11(4) of the Sub-Committee meeting held on 14th September 2209 (see above), the Town Clerk reported the receipt from the Council’s Consultant Architects of Architect’s Instruction No. 5 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the Architect’s Instruction be noted and accepted.

59.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Further to Minute No. 42 of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, consideration was given to the written report of the Project Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report dealt with the following:-

(1)
PROVISION OF SPECIALISED BINS FOR THE DISPOSAL OF HYPODERMIC NEEDLES

Members were informed that at a recent meeting of the Communities First Safer Communities Action Group, members’ views were sought on the possible provision of a limited number of specialised bins for the disposal of hypodermic needles by addicts in a few hot spots within the town (the exact number and location of which were not specified).  A lengthy discussion had ensued, following which it was agreed to refer the matter back to each Action Group for further consultation.  Alan Andrews from Chooselife had confirmed that he would be prepared to address any group wishing to have the benefit of his knowledge and expertise in this matter.
- 176 -

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the information be noted.

(2) That Mr. Alan Andrews be invited to make a presentation on this contentious matter to a future meeting of the Committee.

(2)  LLANELLI FLOODING FORUM

Further to Minute No. 26(2) of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, at recent meetings of the Forum the following information had been given:

· The deadline for the British Government to respond to the EU infraction investigations had passed.

· There was serious doubt that the proposal by Welsh Water to use ultraviolet lights to sterilise sewage discharges from combined surface water and sewage outfalls [CSOs] would work due to the turbidity of the effluent.

· Many CSOs were not fitted with telemetry monitoring equipment, so that the frequency of discharges was often unknown.

· The capital cost of adequately addressing the discharges from CSOs nationwide was in the order of £40 billion.

· During periods of wet weather, water quality in the Burry Inlet was seriously affected.

· In addition to CSOs discharging into the inlet, a large number of small scale sewerage works within Carmarthenshire discharged into local rivers which then flowed into Carmarthen Bay and the Burry Inlet.

· Five local community councils would be meeting with representatives of the Environment Agency to seek to establish whether the issues and concerns regarding the water quality problem were being adequately addressed.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(3)
PROVISION OF COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD – LAKEFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE

Members were reminded that the then Lakefield Residents’ Association had requested permission to erect a small notice board outside Lakefield Community Centre, and had been granted conditional approval [Minute No. 43(3) of the Committee meeting held on 15th September 2008 refers].

Following the demise of the former Association a new Lakefield Residents’ Association had been formed, and it was now requesting the Committee’s permission to provide a larger community notice board outside Lakefield Community Centre.  The dimensions of this particular notice board were approximately 3ft x 2ft, and was of robust design.
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Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that, subject to obtaining any necessary planning and other consent and to all costs being borne by the Lakefield Residents’ Association, consent be granted for the erection of the notice board referred to subject to the same conditions attached to the consent granted in 2008.


(4)  PROVISION OF NEW ALLOTMENTS

Further to Minute No. 14(1) of the Committee meeting held on 15th June 2009, details were given of the initial report presented to the Green Network on the four sites identified by the County Council, namely –

(i) Land at the rear of Llys y Gof, Seaside

(ii) Land at the rear of Tyisha Road

(iii) Land at Brynsierfel, Llwynhendy

(iv) Land at the rear of New Road, Dafen

With regard to the sites numbered (i) and (ii), which were the only two located within the Town Council’s area, contamination problems had been identified at each one, with a consequential need for suitable remediation work to bring the sites to a suitable condition.  In addition, the Tyisha Road site was affected by the presence of Japanese Knotweed which would require a 3 – 5 year treatment.  Although further research work was ongoing, from the preliminary results now to hand it seemed unlikely that the two sites identified within the Town Council’s area would be progressed.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(5)  SHOPMOBILITY


(a)  LLANELLI SCHEME
Further to Minute No. 42(3) of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, following a number of previous fruitless requests to arrange the reconvened meeting between members and officers of the Town and County Councils to progress the Llanelli Scheme, a number of possible November dates had very recently been suggested by the County Council.  It was hoped that one of these would be suitable to all officers and members involved.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that arrangements for the meeting be finalised as soon as possible.
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(b)  SHOPMOBILITY WALES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

It was reported that the Project Development Officer had been invited by the Development Officer for Shopmobility Wales to attend the organisation’s Annual General Meeting to be held at Abergavenny on 21st October 2009.  Members’ instructions were requested.
RESOLVED – that the Project Development Officer be authorised to attend the meeting on 21st October 2009 as the Council’s authorised representative.


(6)  LLANELLI WATERSIDE HALF MARATHON

It was reported that this event would take place along the Millennium Coastal Park on 7th March 2010, and details of the sources of further information were provided.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(7)  ALCOHOL AWARENESS AND CONSULTATION EVENT

It was reported that the Sports Health and Wellbeing Action Group had organised an Alcohol Awareness and Consultation event at the Calsonic Club on 20th October 2009, to coincide with National Alcohol Awareness Week.  Pupils from local secondary schools would attend during the morning, and in the afternoon there would be community consultation and workshops.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(8)  COMMUNITIES FIRST TRAINEE

A request had been received from the Communities First Co-ordinator for the Council to consider whether it, in conjunction with Seaside Community Association, would be prepared to host a trainee for a period of 6 months.  The trainee would shadow the work of the Association and the work of the Project Development Officer.  Members were informed that this arrangement would be similar to the three previous occasions when trainees had been seconded to the Town Council.  There would be no financial implications for the Town Council and the trainee would remain an employee of Communities First.

RESOLVED – that approval be given for the placement of a trainee with the Town Council for a period of six months.

60.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 8TH NOVEMBER 2009

Further to Minute No. 44 of the Committee meeting held on 15th September 2008, the Town Clerk reported that the Salvation Army Band and the Corps of Drums would again be present at this year’s service, and that the services of the experienced bugler to play the solo parts had again been engaged.
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Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That a donation of £250 be made both to the Salvation Army Band and to the Dyfed Army Cadet Force Corps of Drums.

(2) That the bugler’s fee of £75 be paid.

61.
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Further to Minute No. 44 of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Twyn Landscapes of Footpath Inspection Reports for the end of September 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).
RESOLVED – that the reports be noted.

62.
TOWN CENTRE HANGING BASKETS

Further to Minute No. 109 of the Committee meeting held on 16th March 2009, members reviewed this year’s flower display and watering service provided by Twyn Landscapes over the summer months.

Members considered that the watering service had been excellent, and that the floral displays this year had been the best to date.

The Town Clerk also reported the receipt of a letter dated 14th October 2009 from Twyn Landscapes, setting out their proposal for the floral varieties to be included in next year’s hanging baskets (if their services were required) and including a quotation for the supply and maintenance of the baskets (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That Twyn Landscapes be congratulated on the very colourful full display in the town centre throughout the recent summer months.

(2) That the services of Twyn Landscapes be engaged for 2010; that the varieties of flowers suggested by them be approved; and that their quotation for supplying and maintaining the hanging baskets between the end of May and end of September 2010 in the sum of £4,332 be accepted.
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63.
ONE VOICE WALES – NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILLORS IN WALES

Further to Minute No. 50 of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 29th July 2009, the Town Clerk reported a recent exchange of correspondence between him and the One Voice Wales Training and Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The Officer had confirmed that One Voice Wales would be happy to provide training for the Town Council as a body.  They would require a minimum of 15 (normally 21) participants and, subject to Council approval, could offer places to other councils if the number fell short.  The charge for each course would be as previously confirmed for One Voice Wales member councils, namely £25 per member place.  Any cost involved in providing a suitable venue and refreshments would be met by One Voice Wales.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to arrange suitable dates for training to be provided for Town Council members on each of the three modules available; and to allow One Voice Wales to extend the invitation to other councils should insufficient Town Councillors attend any of the training courses.

64. 
Llanellitown.COM

The Town Clerk reported on a meeting which he and the Leader of the Council had attended with Messrs. Jonathan Williams and Jason Lovell last year.  This was at a time when the two gentlemen concerned were very keen to set up a social enterprise aimed at assisting the regeneration and continuing development of Llanelli and District by the promotion of the area through all forms of media, activities and events.  In the course of the meeting, guidance and assistance had been provided, and it was understood that similar meetings would be taking place with other organisations with a view to progressing the matter.
Progress had clearly been made, as set out in e-mail messages received recently from Jonathan Williams (copies of which, together with a brochure giving more details of the website, having been previously circulated to members).

Members noted that Jobforce Wales had now agreed to become the main site sponsors, and invitations were now being extended to other organisations to provide secondary sponsorship of £250 per year.  In addition, the Town Council was invited to become a member of Llanellitown.com.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Council agree to become secondary sponsors of this website for a one-year term (reviewable) at a cost of £250.
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65.
SHORT STAY DISABLED CAR PARKING, MINCING LANE, LLANELLI

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 7th October 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering (copies of which, together with the accompanying plan, having been previously circulated to members).
The letter explained that, in order to remedy the fact that there was currently no Road Traffic Regulation Order in force covering this car park (with the consequence that no enforcement could take place), it was now proposed to introduce a suitable Order, the effect of which would be to introduce the restriction set out in the letter to aid orderly parking at this location and to enable blue badge holders to access the town centre.

RESOLVED – that the proposal be warmly welcomed and supported.

66.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

 (1)
GRANTS – Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 unless otherwise stated

Councillor J.E. Jones declared a personal interest in application (b), as a resident of Seaside.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor J.E. Jones declared a personal interest in application (e), as a Chairman of the applicant body.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in application (b), as a resident of Seaside.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in application (e), as a Committee member of the applicant body.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Having considered the following applications (copies having been previously circulated to members), it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(a) Age Concern Carmarthenshire – that a grant of £300 be made;

(b) Seaside A.F.C. – that, as the withdrawal of Councillors J.E. Jones and W.J. Lemon prior to the discussion and voting on this application had rendered the meeting inquorate, this application be deferred for consideration at the next Committee meeting;
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(c) Victoria Road Methodist Church, Bryn Road, Llanelli – that a grant of £300 be made;

(d) Urdd Gobaith Cymru – Urdd National Eisteddfod Ceredigion 2010 – that the application be noted;

(e) Glanymor and Tyisha Safer Communities Group – that, as the withdrawal of Councillors J.E. Jones and W.J. Lemon prior to the discussion and voting on this application had rendered the meeting inquorate, this application be deferred for consideration at the next Committee meeting.

(2)  LETTERS OF THANKS

RESOLVED – that the letters of thanks received from Havelock Park Vets Bowling Club, Urdd Gobaith Cymru – Carmarthenshire, The South Wales Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre, Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales, Llanelli Historical Society and Guide Dogs – Llanelli and District Branch be noted with pleasure.

The Meeting concluded at 6.35 p.m.
