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LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING

2nd December 2009
At an ORDINARY MEETING of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 2nd December 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Presiding)

Councillors
	Bigyn Ward

M.J.P. Burns

Ms. Ff.S. Larsen

R.T. Price

D.H. Skivington

D. Thomas (Deputy Town

     Mayor)
 


	Elli Ward

Mrs. P.J. Edmunds

	Glanymor Ward
A.H. Hitchman

J.E. Jones 
W.J. Lemon




Lliedi Ward
Tyisha Ward

Ms. J.C. Isaac
C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)
K.D. Rees

W.E. Skinner


W.G. Thomas
Mrs. J. Williams

APOLOGIES:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett, R.P. Neil, J. Roberts and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.
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91.
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) welcomed Ms. Chantelle Rees, the local press representative, together with Inspector Eric Evans and Sergeant Justin Evans of Dyfed-Powys Police and members of the public to the meeting.
92.
VERIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the following Minutes of the Town Council, its Committees and Joint Committees (prints of which having been previously circulated to members) be taken as read, and the same are hereby verified, received and confirmed respectively:-

Llanelli Town Council
4th November 2009

Llanelli Joint Burial Authority
14th October 2009

Planning and Development Committee
9th November 2009

Senior Citizens’ Day Centre

      Joint Management Committee
11th November 2009

Selwyn Samuel Centre Committee
12th November 2009

Building and Finance Committee
16th November 2009

SUBJECT TO:  
the name of Councillor M.J.P. Burns (which had previously been omitted) being added to the list of members in attendance.

93.
MATTERS ARISING
(1)
HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD – HOSPITAL CAR PARKING CHARGES 
Councillor A.H. Hitchman declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of the Committee for Hospital Improvement.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor Mrs. J. Williams declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of the Carmarthenshire Community Health Council.  However, as she did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, she remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

With reference to Minute No. 88 of the Town Council meeting held on 4th November 2009, members were informed that letters had been sent to the Hywel Dda Local Health Board and to the Assembly Minister for Health and Social Services.  Replies were still awaited, although an acknowledgement of the receipt of the letter had been received from the Minister.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(2)
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

With reference to Minute No. 90(1) of the Town Council meeting held on 4th November 2009, Councillor W.J. Lemon extended an invitation to all members to a Fairtrade event to be held on the following evening at the Bucket and Spade, Seaside, where samples of Fairtrade food would be available, followed by a short film about the Fairtrade movement.
RESOLVED – that the invitation be noted.

(3)
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 

With reference to Minute No. 90(3)(i) and (ii) of the Town Council meeting held on    4th November 2009, it was reported that a reply had not been received from the County Council.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(4)  LLANELLI LEISURE CENTRE – CAR PARK CHARGING PROPOSAL

With reference to Minute No. 1 of the Selwyn Samuel Centre Committee meeting held on 12th November 2009, the Town Clerk informed members that he had written to Mr. John McEvoy, Carmarthenshire County Council’s Traffic Management Officer, reaffirming the Town Council’s objection to this proposal.  He had also pointed out the potential legal issue arising from the Lease granted to the Town Council of the land used as a car park for Selwyn Samuel Centre patrons, namely the effect that the introduction of car parking charges on the Leisure Centre car parking area would have on the County Council’s covenant to allow the Town Council quiet enjoyment of the leased land.  This could result in the Town Council being left with no alternative but to consider taking legal action for breach of covenant.

A reply was awaited for Mr. McEvoy following consultation with the County Council’s Transport Manager and Legal Services Department.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(5)  SELWYN SAMUEL CENTRE – SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE

With reference to Minute No. 6 of the Selwyn Samuel Centre Committee meeting held on 12th November 2009, the Town Clerk confirmed that arrangements had been made for him and the Council’s Consultant Architect to meet Mr. Roger Casey on Friday, 4th December to progress this matter.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(6)  SHOPMOBILITY

With reference to Minute No. 74(2) of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds informed members that the meeting of Town and County Council representatives had recently taken place, and further developments were now anticipated.
The Project Development Officer also advised members that he had held a recent meeting with the Chairman of the Shopmobility Committee, who had confirmed the Committee’s wish to use the Cowell Street premises as an interim base.  Furthermore, he was in the process of providing the additional information which had been belatedly requested by the County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(7)  LLANELLI FLOODING FORUM
With reference to Minute No. 74(3) of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, members were informed that correspondence had been sent to the Town Clerk by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that Environmental Statements had now been prepared in respect of the Stradey Park, Machynys West and Town Centre Eastern Gateway developments.  They were available for inspection, with any comments requested within 21 days.  Members were also informed that each of the documents was substantial, with the Stradey Park document running to 150 pages, the Machynys West document comprising 250 pages and the East Gate development document running to approximately 300 pages.
Given the serious concerns regarding Llanelli’s inadequate sewerage system and the knock-on effect of sewage discharges into the Burry Inlet during period of heavy rainfall, members wished to satisfy themselves that the Environmental Statements not only took full account of this problem but would also ensure that the problem would not be exacerbated if these three developments were to proceed.  
Reference was also made in the course of the discussion to a further Environmental Statement which was believed to have been produced for the County Council in respect of a development at Pembrey.  Whilst Pembrey lay outside the Town Council’s administrative area, it was felt that this document should be considered alongside the other three, given the potential cumulative effect of the four developments on Llanelli’s sewerage system.

Accordingly, it was felt that the 21 days consultation period was totally inadequate, as it would not allow sufficient time for Council members to properly assess the documents.
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Having also considered other related issues regarding the sewerage problem, it was ultimately

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to write to the County Council’s Head of Planning requesting that the deadline for responses to the Environmental Statements in question be extended to February 2010; and that a copy of the letter be sent to Jane Davidson, Welsh Assembly Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing.

94.
POLICE MATTERS

The Town Clerk reported that no matters had been received from members since the last Council meeting.  
At the invitation of the Town Mayor, Sergeant Justin Evans gave members a brief report on Police activities on Hallowe’en, Guy Fawkes Night and the night of the Christmas Carnival, each of which had passed relatively quietly with no major problems.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

95.
CAEMAEN AND ST. PAUL’S RESIDENTIAL HOMES
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  He declared a further personal interest in this matter as his mother was a member of staff at Caemaen Residential Home.  As he considered that the latter was also a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.  During his absence, the Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor D. Thomas) took the chair.
Councillors M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, R.T. Price and D. Thomas declared personal interests in this matter as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as this was not also considered to be a prejudicial interest, they all remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  He declared a further personal interest in this matter as his father was currently receiving nursing care, as a consequence of which he had submitted an application to the County Council’s Standards Committee for a dispensation, which had not yet been determined.  As he considered this latter was also a prejudicial interest, and in the absence of a dispensation, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
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The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 22nd November 2009 from Councillor W.J. Lemon (copies having been previously circulated to members).  In his letter, Councillor Lemon drew members’ attention to the possible closure of these two residential homes by the County Council, and felt it was important for the Town Council to make its views on the matter known.
The Deputy Town Mayor, at the outset of the discussion, informed members that he had attended a meeting earlier in the day of the County Council’s Housing and Social Services Scrutiny Committee, when members had rejected the proposal to consult on the closure of these two homes, and had instead recommended to the Council’s Executive Board that a Start and Finish Task Group be formed to consider the matter in depth.  Members, in welcoming Councillor Thomas’ report, nonetheless felt that they needed to remain vigilant and to ensure that they were in a position to respond to any future proposal of this kind.

Members also felt that the matter had not been handled well by the County Council, in that no notification had been given to the Town Council (and presumably any other interested parties) about the possibility of closure.
At the conclusion of the discussion it was, therefore,

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be instructed to write to Mr. Bruce McLernon, Carmarthenshire County Council’s Director of Social Care, Health and Housing to complain at the failure on the part of the County Council to notify or to consult with the Town Council regarding the possible closure of these two facilities.

The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) then returned to the meeting and took the chair once more.

96.
COLESHILL SOCIAL CENTRE

Further to Minute No. 57 of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 15th October 2007, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 24th November 2009 sent by Mr. J.A.G. Antoniazzi, Chairman of the Llanelli Committee for Disabled to Mr. Mark James, Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire County Council and copied to him (copies having been previously circulated to members).

In his letter, Mr. Antoniazzi stated that, despite improved consultation on the part of the County Council, clients and service users of the Centre had expressed to him their dissatisfaction and concerns over the uncertainty surrounding the collapse of a COASTAL funding bid for Coleshill Residential Home and the proposals now being put together for a revised bid that included the Social Centre.  Because the full details of the proposals were not clear, it only reinforced service users’ deep rooted suspicions over the long-term future of the Centre.
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Reference was also made to the fact that the Social Centre Management Committee Agreement, designed to formalise the partnership that dated back to 1984, and which now involved Carmarthenshire County Council, Llanelli Town Council and his Committee, had still not been completed, and that the continuing delay was a further source of frustration.

The Chief Executive was therefore requested to participate in and facilitate improved dialogue between the County Council and the Committee to enable transparency and full disclosure.

Members were reminded by Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (the Council’s nominated representative on the Llanelli Committee for Disabled) of the history of the Centre, and to the financial contribution of £70,000 which the Town Council had made in the early 1980’s to supplement the contributions of the other authorities involved, and thereby ensure the Centre would become a reality.

It was felt that there was a clear message in Mr. Antoniazzi’s letter regarding the lack of information on the future of the building, and in particular the Social Centre, even though recent meetings had been held with the County Council’s Director of Social Care, Health and Housing.

Given the Town Council’s vested interest in this facility, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to write to the Director of Social Care, Health and Housing with a request that the up-to-date position be clarified, and inviting him to attend a future Council meeting to address members on the matter.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that the County Council be pressed to complete the Partnership Agreement as quickly as possible.

97.
‘WORKING TOGETHER ENHANCING OUR COMMUNITIES’

Councillors M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, R.T. Price, K.D. Rees and D. Thomas declared personal interests in this matter as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as this was not considered to be a prejudicial interest in the Council’s Code of Conduct, they all remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 89 of the Town Council meeting held on 4th November 2009, members considered the written report prepared by the Project Development Officer of the conference organised by Carmarthenshire County Council at Ffos Las, Trimsaran on 19th November 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

In the absence of the Town Clerk, he and the Responsible Financial Officer had attended the conference, along with several members of the Council.  The aim of the conference was to showcase examples of good practice and also to highlight services which could better be provided by community councils, community groups, voluntary groups and sports clubs.  It was also hoped that the conference would begin the process of discussion on how services could be provided in collaboration.
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The main element of the conference was a number of workshops, with attendees having a choice of attending three of the five workshops available –

(1) Leisure Services

(2) Technical Services

(3) Corporate Property

(4) Library, Youth and Community Education

(5) Luncheon Clubs

Reference was made by a number of speakers to the Welsh Assembly’s Guidance to Unitary Authorities, and the need to work in close collaboration to achieve the best service provision possible. 

Members were reminded of the set of guiding principles which should inform any negotiations between the Town and County Councils, as agreed at the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009 [Minute No. 42(1) refers], namely –
· Any transfer of service should be an improvement on the service already provided

· The service should have a component of community involvement

· Any service should be sustainable

· Core funding should move to the new service provider and there should be no “double rating”

· There should be a strong component of training for local employees

Details of the discussion that took place at the Leisure Services, Technical Services and Corporate Property workshops for members’ information, and what became apparent throughout the conference was –

· The Town Council could not apply directly for funding from the Big Lottery’s Community Asset Transfer Fund

· The TUPE [Transfer of Undertakings] Regulations would apply to any staff transferred from the County Council
· The matter of core funding being transferred by the County Council to another service provider would be a matter of negotiation in each case

· The conference was the start of on-going dialogue

Members were asked to determine whether the Council was interested in pursuing the transfer of services or the provision of services in collaboration with others, and whether it wished to be involved in further discussions with County Council officers.  Dependant upon their decision on these two matters, the Council was invited to nominate three representatives to attend a proposed future seminar to be organised by the Technical Services Department.
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Members welcomed the report and also welcomed the possibility of devolution of services to local council level.  However, they felt that many issues remained unanswered, not least the important matter of finance, the need to avoid double rating of Council Tax payers and the devolution of existing County Council budgets.
If a devolution of services was to happen, members considered that it must result in added value and an enhancement of existing services.  Changing the identity of the service provider without bringing any tangible benefit to Council tax payers would be a rather pointless exercise.  It was critical that, if the Town Council was to take on responsibility for any devolved services, the relevant County Council budget should also be passed over.

It was, therefore, ultimately
RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That no devolution of services to the Town Council be contemplated until Carmarthenshire County Council confirmed that the relevant finance would accompany any devolved service.
(2) That, pending the County Council’s response to this important point, no representatives be nominated to attend the proposed Technical Services Department seminar.

98.
‘LOCAL WORKS’ CAMPAIGN – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT – AMENDMENT BILL
Further to Minute No. 80 of the Town Council meeting held on 7th October 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of an e-mail message dated 26th November 2009 from the Campaign’s National Co-ordinator (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The message indicated that the initial take-up of the Sustainable Communities Act had been fantastic, with 100 council areas having submitted a total of 300 proposals for Government action to promote and protect local sustainability.  However, the process was in danger of being a one-off, and that as a result there was a need to bring into law the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.

It was proposed to introduce the Bill as a Private Members’ Bill, and it was hoped      that one of the seven members who had topped the recent ballot of MP’s to be given    a chance to introduce a piece of legislation could be persuaded to adopt this Amendment Bill.
The Council was, therefore, invited to write to or e-mail at least one of these MP’s (but preferably all seven) and to ask others to do the same. 
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It was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Council continue to support the campaign.

(2) That the Town Clerk be authorised to write to the seven MP’s who topped the Private Members’ Ballot (as set out in the e-mail), with a copy to Nia Griffith, MP for Llanelli.

99.
SWINE FLU

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Welsh Local Government Association, together with a copy of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Swine Flu Community Update (Issue 1) (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

100.
WRVS VOLUNTEERS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 13th November 2009 from the WRVS’ Administrative Assistant, with enclosure (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter appealed to members of the Council to assist the organisation by becoming volunteers.

RESOLVED – that the letter be noted, and that it be left to each member of the Council to determine whether he/she wished to become a WRVS volunteer.
101.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

RESOLVED – that the undermentioned matters (copies of which having been previously circulated to members) be noted:

(1) Welsh Assembly Government – Press Release – ‘First Minister Hails Record Low Waiting Time in Wales’;

(2) National Association of Councillors – Minutes of (a) A.G.M. held on 26th September 2009; (b) Wales Region Meeting held on 26th September 2009;

(3) Glanymor and Tyisha Communities First – Minutes of Executive Group meeting held on 8th September 2009.
FURTHER RESOLVED – to note the undermentioned matters:

(1) 
Carmarthenshire County Council – Improvement Plan 2009/2010 – Annual Report;

(2)
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 2010 – 2011 and Improvement Plan 2009 – 2010.
The Meeting concluded at 7.15 p.m.
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

11 November 2009
At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 11 November 2009 at 4:00 pm.

Present: 
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), T.D. Bowen, W.J. Lemon,             A.G. Morgan and K.D. Rees.
56.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M. J. P. Burns, S. L. Davies, S. M. Donoghue and T. J. Jones.

57.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

58.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings.


Ordinary Meeting   -   14 October 2009

59.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS

RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report for September 2009 and the provisional report for October 2009 be noted.

60.
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedule of payments for October 2009, which revealed expenditure for the month amounted to £28,000.46.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
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61.
SOIL AND HYDROLOGY REPORT - SECTION 11

The Cemetery Manager presented Members with a report from Geo Laboratory Testing Services Ltd which indicated the presence of arsenic in the soil in Section 11.  The report recommended that cemetery staff wore personal protective clothing while excavating grave spaces.  The Cemetery Manager stated that cemetery staff were already provided with such clothing and no other special clothing was needed.

The report also provided hydrology information and confirmed that there were no contaminants in the water that flowed through the drainage channel adjacent to Section 11.  As this water flowed off site, the Burial Authority had a legal obligation to test the water quality twice a year for environmental reasons.  Members were informed there would be an ongoing charge for this service.

Following discussion it was

RESOLVED that the report be noted and the findings be incorporated into an appropriate risk assessment addressing general ground conditions and that the hydrology testing costs be included in future budgets.

62.
SOIL STORAGE AREA

The Cemetery Manager informed Members that a new soil storage area had been created from waste ground in Section 11.  Soil was now stored away from public view.  However, the recent wet conditions had made the entrance into the site muddy and this was being transferred onto the road by cemetery vehicles.  In order to safeguard ground conditions, the Cemetery Manager recommended that hardcore be laid to form a suitable track entrance into the soil storage area.  However, the cost for creating a new track entrance was approximately £1000.00 but there was no provision in the budget for this amount.  After a brief discussion it was 

RESOLVED that the work be approved and the cost be met from general reserves.

……………....................................

The Meeting concluded at 4:15 pm

……………………………............
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
7th December 2009

At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 7th December 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

Present:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett (Chairman), A.H. Hitchman, Ms. J.C. Isaac (Vice-Chairman), Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, R.T. Price, D.H. Skivington and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.

Apologies:
Councillors J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), J. Roberts, and Mrs. J. Williams.

24.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT


(1)  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the undermentioned applications which had been sent to the Town Council by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning for its consideration and observations.

RESOLVED – that the comments shown in column 3 hereunder be forwarded to the Head of Planning:-

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22009

Mr. John Naylor,

64 Maes yr Haf,

Llanerch, Llanelli.

SA15 3NE

S/22011

Mr. Michael O’Brien,

Land adjacent to 3 Talbot

Street, Llanelli.


	Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey extension to house a kitchen, utility and shower room extension.

Proposed detached dwelling with three car parking spaces.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours     being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours     being consulted.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22046

Mr. David Craddock,

Messrs. Davies Craddock,

4 - 8 John Street,

Llanelli. SA15 1UH

S/22047

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Morgan, 56 Derwent Street,

Llanelli. SA15 3ER

S/22050

Mr. Evans,

5 Highfield Terrace,

Llanelli. SA15 1RR

S/22051

Mr. Paul Harries,

Harries Automation Ltd.,

Unit 8, Trostre Industrial

Estate, Llanelli. 
SA14 8UU

S/22070

Miss Stephanie Beynon,

13 Brynmelyn Avenue,

Llanelli. SA15 3RU


	Removal and replacement of right fascia sign to provide conversion to ‘shared’ fascia between Estate Agency and Santander.

Front, rear and side single storey extensions and attic conversion.

Single storey extension to the rear of the property with a fibreglass flat roof incorporating 2 velux windows.

Proposed factory extension for additional storage.

Conservatory to rear of property.


	Approval recommended.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours     being consulted.

Approval recommended.
Approval recommended.
Approval recommended subject to neighbours     being consulted.
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(2)
(a)
Application S/18743 – Reserved Matters Planning Application for Residential Development at Stradey Park, Maesycoed, Llanelli


(b)
Application S/19221 – Reserved Matters Planning Application for Residential Development on land at Machynys West, Llanelli


(c)
APPLICATION S/21068 – Planning Application for the Redevelopment of Land at Upper Park Street and Island Place, Llanelli

Further to Minute No. 2(1) of the Committee meeting held on 19th May 2008, Minute No. 9(1) of the Committee meeting held on 7th July 2008 and Minute No. 7 of the Committee meeting held on 8th June 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of letters from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Department confirming that Environmental Statements in respect of each of the above developments had been received by his Department in support of the respective applications (copies having been previously circulated to members).  

The letter confirmed that copies of the Statements were available for inspection at the Customer Services Centre at Ty Elwyn during normal office hours, or could be viewed on-line at Carmarthenshire County Council’s website.  Any comments on the application and accompanying Environmental Statement were required within 21 days.

Members were reminded that this matter had been raised at the recent Town Council meeting held on 2nd December [Minute No. 93(7) refers].  At the conclusion of the discussion, members had resolved that the Town Clerk be authorised to write to Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning to request an extension to the consultation period so as to allow sufficient time for a proper evaluation to be made of the three Environmental Statements in question, given the size of each one.

Consideration was then given to the practicalities involved in ensuring that members had access to the documents in question and the time to read them, and that they were meaningfully considered before any responses were agreed.  Given the detailed technical information contained within these documents, members felt that they would require guidance and advice from an independent specialist when considering their response, particularly as regards the possible effect of these developments on the current inadequate sewerage system.
To that end, it was suggested that Llanelli Rural Council, given the interest which it would surely have in the sewerage problem vis a vis the Stradey Park development and at least one other development in its area currently on hold (Genwen, Bynea), might wish to consider joining with the Town Council in seeking external advice and sharing the cost thereof.

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was, therefore,
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RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Town Clerk be authorised to contact Llanelli Rural Council to establish whether it wished to jointly instruct external consultants to advise the members of both Councils on the contents of the Environmental Statements concerned and their impact, on a cost-sharing basis.

(2) That the Town Council engage the services of Messrs. Owen Banks Planning and Development, Llanelli as an independent external consultant to prepare a report and make a presentation on the report to a special meeting of the Council, or to a special joint meeting of both Town and Rural Councils in the event that a joint instruction was agreed.
(3) That the Building and Finance Committee be requested to approve the payment of the professional costs of Messrs. Owen Banks.
(3)
Application S/21613 – Change of Use of Ground Floor premises from Retail (Class A1) to Financial and Professional Services (Class A2) at 6 The Arcade, Stepney Street, Llanelli 

Further to Minute No. 12(2) of the Committee meeting held on 7th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported that confirmation had been received from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning that this application had been withdrawn.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

25.
CARMARTHENSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Further to Minute No. 10 of the Committee meeting held on 8th June 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Forward Planning, enclosing copies of the Pre-Deposit Preferred Strategy, Initial Sustainability Appraisal and the Habitat Regulations Screening Report, together with Questionnaire (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The Preferred Strategy represented the first formal stage in the production of the Local Development Plan.  It included sections of the key plan issues, vision and objectives, strategic options and sites, key policies and the suggested overall level of growth and key areas of change and protection for the County.  As a strategic document, it did not include detailed policies or non-strategic site-specific proposals.
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The Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report (ISAR) reflected the requirement for the County Council to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the plan, and to assess the environmental impact through a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  The ISAR set out for consultation an assessment of the strategic objectives and policies contained within the Preferred Strategy against the Sustainability Framework set out within the SA/SEA Scoping Report.

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and its Preliminary Screening Report was a requirement of the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), to ensure that key international nature conservation sites were safeguarded, and that the plan would not cause significant negative effects upon them.

The Pre-Deposit Documents were available for consultation from 4th November 2009 to 4th January 2010, during which time comments were invited on their content.

Detailed consideration was given to the documents, in particular to the Preferred Strategy.  Members noted that the document’s content brought together the various issues that had been the subject of previous consultation exercises.  Particular note was taken of the selection of Spatial Option 1 – ‘Sustainable Distribution’ as the selected Preferred Strategy, as previously advised by the County Council.

Members felt that the Preferred Strategy in particular had been well put together, and met the three tests for assessing the soundness of the document, namely procedural, consistency and coherence and helpfulness.  It was, therefore, ultimately

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the Consultation Documents.

26.
Carmarthenshire County Council (PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 72/32, 72/29 AND 36/131 MORFA, LLANELLI) PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2006

Further to Minute No. 19 of the Committee meeting held on 11th September 2006, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a Notice of Certification of this Order dated 4th November 2009 (with plan attached).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

The Meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.
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BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

14th December 2009

At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 14th December 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil,              W.E. Skinner, D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and W.G. Thomas (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGY:
Councillor K.D. Rees.

80.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman (Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds) welcomed Committee members and members of the public to the meeting.

81.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer giving a detailed analysis of cumulative income and expenditure for the period between 1st April and 30th November 2009 in the sums of £975,825 and £739,091 respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the aforementioned report be adopted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report indicated that cheque payments in respect of voucher nos. 12031 – 12077 (inclusive) amounted to £32,022.19, and that BACS and Direct Debit payments amounted to £35,029.24 respectively.

RESOLVED – that the accounts for payment be approved.
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82.
REQUEST FOR AUTHORITY FOR EXPENDITURE – PLANNING APPLICATIONS S/18743 (STRADEY PARK, LLANELLI), S/19221 (MACHYNYS WEST, LLANELLI) AND S/21068 (UPPER PARK STREET AND ISLAND PLACE, LLANELLI)
Councillor M.J.P. Burns declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of the Carmarthenshire County Council’s Planning Committee.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 24(2) of the Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 7th December 2009, consideration was given to the Town Clerk’s written report (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The report outlined the decision taken by the Planning and Development Committee to seek authority from the Building and Finance Committee to engage the services of Owen Banks Planning and Development, Llanelli to advise on the Environmental Statements prepared in respect of the above mentioned planning applications, and to meet their reasonable costs.

The Town Clerk also reported that, following initial contact made with the Owen Banks practice, he had received that afternoon a letter dated 14th December 2009 from them (copies of which he circulated at the meeting to members).  The letter confirmed that, as there was very little “planning” content in the three Statements, which concentrated on detailed and technical hydrological, ecological and pollutant issues, the practice did not feel that it had the necessary technical expertise to provide an authoritative assessment of the documents.

Councillor W.G. Thomas then reported that he had considered the content of the Assessment relating to the Stradey Park development in the light of an analysis which he had prepared of the current sewage treatment capacity and capability of the Llanelli agglomeration.  He had based his analysis on data recently supplied by Welsh Water and had come to the conclusion that the level of pollution caused by recorded sewage discharges was already having a significant effect on the water quality of the Loughor Estuary and the Burry Inlet, and that any additional developments such as the three for which the Environmental Statements had been prepared would only exacerbate an already serious situation.
He confirmed that it was his intention to forward a copy of his analysis to the Town Clerk, so that it could be forwarded to the Countryside Council for Wales, one of the principal statutory committees.
Members appreciated the detailed work which Councillor Thomas had taken, and would welcome any independent advice received from the Countryside Council for Wales.
At the conclusion of the discussion, it was, therefore,
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RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Town Clerk’s report be noted.

(2) That the letter dated 14th December 2009 received from Owen Banks Planning and Development be noted.

(3) That the Town Clerk be authorised to forward Councillor Thomas’ analysis to the Countryside Council for Wales for their information and advice.

(4) That the Council do not engage the services of an external consultant for the purpose suggested by the Planning and Development Committee.
83.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRINGS
Consideration was given to the written schedule of hirings of all community centres during the month of November 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the report be noted and approved.

84.
LLANERCH COMMUNITY CENTRE – PURCHASE OF FREEHOLD INTEREST
Further to Minute No. 27(2) of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Town Clerk (copies having been previously circulated to members).
In his report, the Town Clerk advised members that confirmation had recently been received from one of Carmarthenshire County Council’s valuers that his Council would be prepared to dispose of the freehold reversionary interest in this property for a consideration of £5,000, together with the County Council’s reasonable surveyors’ and legal fees (estimated at no more than £1,000).

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the Council proceed with the purchase of the freehold reversionary interest in this property on the terms offered by the County Council.
85.
ASBESTOS SURVEYS – RE-INSPECTION AND ASBESTOS REGISTER UPDATING SERVICE

Further to Minute No. 57 of the Committee meeting held on 19th October 2009, consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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As a result of the inspections undertaken by NAS Laboratories, a register of each Council property had been produced which contained details of the location of any asbestos, the management of the risk and future necessary inspections.  Also contained within each report were the Council’s Management Plan, the Emergency Procedures, Fire Brigade Procedures and Contractor Risk Acknowledgement Receipt (full details of which were included in the report).

Members were advised that no asbestos had been found during the Type 2 inspection of the Selwyn Samuel Centre, and that a Type 3 destructive survey would be needed before any major renovation works were carried out there.

All of the properties had a re-inspection date of October 2010, except for Glenalla and Lakefield community centres, which would require re-inspection at six-monthly intervals due to the nature of the asbestos found on site.  The cost of re-inspecting and updating the registers for these two properties in April 2010 would be £180 plus VAT.

Arrangements would be made for the register to be kept at each respective property, with a copy being issued to the relevant Council employee and any contractor prior to carrying out any repair and maintenance works there.
Members welcomed the report, but queried the need for six-monthly inspections of the boiler house gasket in Glenalla and the board above the rear fire door at Lakefield.  It was felt that a better alternative would be to replace the two items in question with non-asbestos equivalents, so that re-inspections of all buildings were undertaken together on a twelve-monthly basis.

Members also referred to the point raised in Appendix 10 of the report regarding certain inaccessible areas within each building which had not been included in the inspections and the recommendation that samples be taken of suspect materials which might be uncovered within these areas at the time they became accessible.  Particular concern was expressed regarding air conditioning ducting, with members of the opinion that it was essential to ensure that manufacturers’ maintenance requirements were strictly adhered to and recorded.

In relation to that particular point, members were advised by the Responsible Financial Officer that the air conditioning units referred to were in the Selwyn Samuel Centre, and that these were regularly serviced by the manufacturers.  This confirmation was welcomed by members, whilst stressing the need to ensure that a written record was kept of each service.

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the report be noted.
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(2) That enquiries be made as to the possibility of replacing the two named items in Glenalla and Lakefield community centres, bearing in mind that there was a possibility that the boiler at Glenalla was coming to the end of its useful life and might need to be replaced in the not too distant future.

86.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION


(1)  MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

Further to Minute No. 58 of the Committee meeting held on 19th October 2009, members received the following minutes of a meeting of the Building and Finance Sub-Committee held on 25th November 2009 –

“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Old Vicarage, Town Hall Square, Llanelli on Wednesday, 25th November 2009 at 9.30 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman) and         A.H. Hitchman.

Also in attendance:    Mr. P.J. Lewis (Consultant Architect).

APOLOGIES:    Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and R.P. Neil.

13.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

(1) SITE INSPECTION

Accompanied by the Consultant Architect, members undertook an inspection of The Old Vicarage, from which the following matters arose –

a) Rear Car Park and Front Wall – changes to the entrances of the car park and excavation works for the new electricity supply had resulted in damage to the original brickwork.  Because of the failure to find a perfect match for the brickwork previously used it would be necessary to completely renew the walls and floor with a new similar type brick.

b) Front Floor Spotlights – an additional floor spotlight was needed to illuminate the front extension.

c) Side Gates – an additional side gate was needed to prevent unauthorised access to the side of the new extension.

RESOLVED - accordingly.
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(2) EXTENSION OF TIME

The Responsible Financial Officer reported a letter dated 23rd November 2009 received from the Council’s Consultant Architects regarding the issue of an Extension of Time Notification No. 1 and its implications, which would allow the date for the completion of the Contract to be extended to the 14th December 2009.  However, in light of the additional works approved in Minute No. 13(1) above, it was

RESOLVED – that the date of completion of the Contract be extended to the 18th December 2009.

The Meeting concluded at 10.15 a.m.”

(2)  CERTIFICATE OF PROGRESS PAYMENT
Further to Minute No. 73(1) of the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, the Responsible Financial Officer reported the receipt from the Council’s Consultant Architects of Certificate of Progress Payment No. 7 in the net sum of £144,691.75 excluding VAT (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that payment of the amount certified in the Certificate be confirmed and approved.

87.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Further to Minute No. 74 of the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, consideration was given to the written report of the Project Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report dealt with the following:-

(1)  SHOPMOBILITY
Further to Minute No. 74(2) of the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, members were informed that the reconvened meeting between members and officers of the Town Council and County Council had taken place on 18th November 2009.  Disappointingly, despite receiving previous assurances from County Council officers that they had all the necessary information, it was stated at the meeting that additional information was now required.  The Project Development Officer was currently working to supply the further information requested, as it was understood that once this information was to hand the scheme could commence at the former Darlow’s premises in Cowell Street.
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To that end, the Town Council members present pressed for fixed timescales to be established to allay the great concern and anger felt in the disabled community at the continuing delay.

It was also reported that, contrary to the previous understanding that the former Mallard premises in Upper Park Street had been ruled out because the lessor had apparently refused to allow the premises to be Shopmobility purposes, an e-mail message had been reportedly received at a recent Disabled Access Group meeting from the son of the lessor confirming there was no such objection.  Further clarification on this point was being sought by the Chairman of the Shopmobility Committee.
More recently, an e-mail message dated 9th December 2009 had been sent to the Town Clerk and to the Clerk of Llanelli Rural Council from Carmarthenshire County Council Head of Corporate Property (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The message confirmed that, at an informal meeting of the County Council’s Executive Board, members had indicated that they were not prepared to proceed with the lease of the Cowell Street property at the rent of £1,500 per annum proposed by the Shopmobility Committee towards the market rent of £17,000.  Accordingly the Town and Rural Councils were asked to consider making a contribution towards the full rental figure before the matter was formally considered by the Executive Board.

Members were astounded at this decision, as the figure of £1,500 had seemingly been accepted by the Executive Board members present at the 18th November meeting, and there had been no previous issue regarding an increase to the full market rent figure.  It was considered, therefore, that an explanation for the radically different stance taken by the Executive Board should be requested.
As regards a financial contribution, members were quite prepared to consider making a contribution towards the capital costs of setting up the scheme, but not in respect of any revenue costs, such as the rent of the premises.

It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That an explanation be sought from the County Council for the decision taken at the informal meeting of the Executive Board to demand the full market rent of £17,000 per annum and to seek contributions from Llanelli Town and Rural Councils towards that amount.
(2) That the County Council be informed that there would be no objection on the part of the Town Council to contributing towards the capital costs of setting up the Shopmobility Scheme (with such amount to be determined at a later date), but not towards any revenue costs.
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(2)  COMMUNITIES FIRST

Members were reminded that at the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, consideration was given to a grant application received from Glanymor and Tyisha Safer Communities Action Group [Minute No. 79(1)(c) refers].  A decision on the application was deferred, as members requested that the Project Development Officer (in conjunction with the Responsible Financial Officer) prepare a report on the development of Communities First and the increasing number of requests from groups, originally set up by Communities First, which had now become separately constituted and were seeking financial support from the Town Council.

The report detailed the number of community groups formed in both the Glanymor and Tyisha and the Bigyn 4 Communities First areas.  Details were also provided of the grant applications which had been received from organisations linked to the two Communities First areas, and of the decisions taken in respect of each one.

Members were informed that the reason for the increasing number of requests for financial assistance received by the Town Council was that the Communities First funding regime had changed.  The Welsh Assembly now provided core funding only to cover the cost of employing officers and premises, with a competitive “outcomes fund” provided for specific projects.  This had meant that groups set up under the Communities First initiative had now lost their previous allocated funding.

Members welcomed the report, but expressed concern that groups were being formed from groups which had already received funding, and questioned where matters would lead, given the possibility that some groups in receipt of grant funding might prove to be unsustainable in the long term.
It was, therefore, 

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the number of groups now becoming constituted in the Glanymor and Tyisha and Bigyn 4 Communities First areas be noted.

(2) That each application for financial assistance by such groups be considered on the merits of each application and the resources available to the applicant organisation.
(3) That, in all cases where financial assistance was not provided by the Town Council, the applicant organisation be referred to the Project Development Officer so that he might assist the organisation in seeking other funding avenues.
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(3)  MORFA SPLASH PARK
It was reported that, following a huge concerted effort by local residents, the Morfa Residents Association, Communities First and the local media, Morfa had succeeded in securing funding of £50,000 from ITV’s Peoples Millions.  This funding would enable the Havelock Park paddling pool to be converted into a splash park, thereby saving money and water resources and allowing the splash park to be opened unsupervised.

Work was likely to commence in the New Year, and it was hoped that the facility would be completed by the 2010 school summer holidays.  A similar facility was also being planned for Penyfan Park.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(4) ENVIRONMENT AND REGENERATION ACTION GROUP – GLANYMOR AND TYISHA

It was reported that this Action Group had been awarded a runners-up Green Award in the Network Wales Awards 2009 organised by the W.C.V.A.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(5)  FLOODING FORUM
Further to Minute No. 74(3) of the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, details notes were provided of a recent meeting of the Flooding Forum held on 5th December 2009.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

88.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER – OFFICE ACCOMMODATION

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of letters from the Chairman of Seaside A.F.C., the Vice-President of Seaside Community Association Ltd. and the Secretary of Penyfan and Llwynwhilwg Tenants and Residents Association respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Each of the correspondents expressed regret at what they understood to be the imminent move of the Project Development Officer from his current base at St. John’s Vestry to The Old Vicarage following completion of the alteration and extension works there.  They each felt that the move might deter individuals and groups from meeting with him at the Council offices, which were a more formal setting than his current base.  The Council was, therefore, requested to allow the Project Development Officer to remain at St. John’s Vestry.
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Members understood and sympathised with the point raised by the three correspondents.  However, the Project Development Officer’s duties extended not only to the Glanymor ward but also to the Tyisha and Bigyn wards, and whilst it was the Council’s clear and agreed intention for the Project Development Officer to move to The Old Vicarage, he would most certainly be encouraged to arrange meetings with individuals and community surgeries at whatever location or locations that he deemed appropriate within the three wards in order to continue the good work he had done to date.
RESOLVED – accordingly.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that, in the light of recent changes and developments, a review of the current staffing structure be undertaken early in the New Year.

89.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(1)
GRANTS – Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 unless otherwise stated

Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds declared a personal interest in application (b), as Chairperson of the applicant Association.  As she also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, she withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.  In her absence, the Vice-Chairman (Councillor W.G. Thomas) took the Chair before standing down in favour of the Chairman upon her return.
Councillor J.E. Jones declared a personal interest in applications (a) and (b), as members of the two organisations in question.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting on each application.

Councillor W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in applications (a), as an active participant in the work of the Applicant organisation.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Having considered the following applications (copies having been previously circulated to members), it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(a) Glanymor and Tyisha Safer Communities Action Group – matter deferred from the Committee meeting of 16th November 2009 pending the preparation of the report by the Project Development Officer [Minute No. 79(1)(c) refers] – that, in the light of the report already considered by the Committee [Minute No. 87(2) above], the applicant be requested to consider hiring one or more of the Council’s community centres for its monthly meetings where, subject to Committee confirmation, they might be accommodated free of charge; and to provide details of their current Public Liability Insurance premium;
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(b) Carmarthenshire Youth and Children’s Association – matter deferred from the Committee meeting of 16th November 2009 pending the receipt of additional information from the Applicant [Minute No. 79(1)(c) refers] – that a grant of £1,000 be made;
(c) Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – that the application be noted;

(d) Llanelli Ramblers – Festival of Walks 2010 – that a grant of £200 be made.
(2)  CERTIFICATE OF THANKS

RESOLVED – that the certificate of thanks received from Penyfan and Llwynwhilwg Tenants and Residents Association Events Committee be noted with pleasure.

The Meeting concluded at 7.15 p.m.

- 242 -

CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

17th December 2009

At a Meeting of the CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Thursday, 17th December 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors W.G. Thomas (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds,              M.W. Gimblett, J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), R.T. Price, J. Roberts,     Mrs. L.J. Stedman, D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and Mrs. J. Williams (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGY:
Councillor Ms. Ff.S. Larsen.
7.
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – CONSULTATION ON A STRATEGY FOR MARINE PROTECTED AREAS IN WALES:  PROTECTING WELSH SEAS

Consideration was given to a draft strategy for marine protected areas in Wales, which outlined how the Welsh Assembly Government intended to enhance the existing suite of protected sites in Wales and contribute towards the development of a U.K. wide network of marine protected areas.
The Marine and Coastal Access Bill that was introduced to Parliament in December 2008 would provide the framework for new site protection measures based on the designation of marine conservation zones.  These new site designations, together with European marine sites, Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas, would form the main components of the U.K. wide network which the Assembly was aiming for.

Following a detailed consideration of the document, it was

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the draft strategy and that it be noted.

8.
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – PROPOSED VARIATION TO NOBEL BANKS AREA 476 AGGREGATE DREDGING LICENCE
Further to Minute No. 52 of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 29th July 2009, consideration was given to a letter dated 2nd November 2009 received from the Marine Consents Unit of the Welsh Assembly Government, enclosing a copy of the Dredging Application submitted by Llanelli Sand Dredging Ltd. (LSDL) and a Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement prepared by Environmental Resources Management (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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The details were as set out in correspondence previously received from Environmental Resources Management, save that confirmation was now given that LSDL intended to relinquish its current 2007 Government View permitting the extraction of 150,000 tonnes per year for a period of seven years from Helwick Bank if consent was given to the application to vary the Nobel Banks licence.

Having considered the documentation in the light of the Welsh Assembly Government’s letter, it was

RESOLVED – that, in view of the imminent deadline for responses, provided the Helwick Bank Government View was relinquished, no objection be made to the application to permit LSDL to increase the annual maximum extraction at Nobel Banks to 500,000 tonnes per year while keeping within the overall extraction limit of 3 million tonnes over the original ten year licence period (until 2016).

9.
THE MENTRAU SIR GÂR PARTNERSHIP GROUP – WELSH LANGUAGE STRATEGY FOR CARMARTHENSHIRE
Councillors J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), R.T. Price and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as they did not also consider their interest to be prejudicial, they remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

Consideration was given to a consultation draft Welsh Language Strategy received from Carmarthenshire County Council, together with a form of questionnaire (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Carmarthenshire County Council’s current (third) Welsh Language Scheme was approved by the Welsh Language Board on 23rd January 2007.  The Council’s wish was to go a step further than its Scheme by “working closely with key partners across the County over the next few years to develop a Welsh Language Strategy for the whole County to protect and develop the language.”

The Welsh Language Scheme was part of the Council’s Corporate Strategy, which is part of the Community Strategy, and which is built around some vital principles, of which the Welsh Language was one.

The Strategy’s vision was to see establishments and organisations in the County working together and working with people from the County from all backgrounds, to ensure that more people from Carmarthenshire could understand, speak, read and write Welsh and can use it confidence and increasingly in every aspect of public life in the County and in their everyday life.  The Strategy had the following five aims:
· To increase the number and percentage of Welsh speakers

· To increase the use of the Welsh language and raise the confidence of Welsh speakers
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· To increase the opportunities to learn and receive training through the medium of Welsh

· To maintain and develop viable communities and networks of Welsh speakers

· To develop and promote Welsh services and bilingual work places
The aims of the Welsh Language Strategy had been coupled with the five pillars identified in the Community Strategy in order to form linguistic objectives in each of the five areas:  Opening Doors, Innovation and Investment, Better Place, Feeling Fine and Feeling Safe.
Following the detailed consideration of the documents, it was

RESOLVED – that, whilst not objecting to the content of the draft strategy, the Town Council suggest to the County Council that the document could be improved and made more meaningful by setting out measurable goals and targets for achieving the Strategy’s aims.

10.
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE 2009 – STATUTORY GUIDANCE

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Head of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Local Government Policy Division, enclosing consultation guidance documents which had been developed to support the implementation of the 2009 Measure (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The Measure had two substantive parts – Part 1, which dealt with improvement and business planning by local authorities and national park authorities, and Part 2, which dealt with strategic community planning by local authorities and a range of public sector partners.
Two basic concepts or principles of public management were involved:

(1) Improvement, which is concerned with the short term.  It is a process by which organisations (in this case, local authorities and National Park authorities but not town and community councils) determine what their priorities are, and plan, monitor and manage and report their activities on an annual basis so as to achieve them.

(2) Community Planning, which deals with much longer timescales.  Under this process local authorities and their partners establish a 10-15 year vision for improving local citizen and community well-being.

As the Part 1 document was aimed at Unitary Authorities and National Park Authorities, members did not have any specific comment to make on its content.
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With regard to Part 2, members very much welcomed the shift from the regime introduced under the Local Government Act 2000 regarding the production of community strategies.  The 2000 Act applied only to local authorities, and while they were under a duty to consult others as they saw fit, there was no requirement on other bodies (notably town and community councils) to be involved in developing this strategy, still less in delivering it.  This was a major weakness, and the Measure now created a common duty to co-operate on all major local agencies.  The Measure also required local authorities and their partners to identify and carry out actions which aim to realise community strategy objectives.

Members, therefore, welcomed the fact that (inter alia) community councils were designated as community planning partners under Part 2 of the Measure, and the fact that town and community councils were given a particular role to play in the community planning process.

Following a detailed discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That Part 1 of the Measure be noted.

(2) That the Council’s recommended response to Part 2 should be that it was considered a welcome improvement on the 2000 process, but that final judgement be reserved until full details of the role which town and community councils would actually play in the process were given.

The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
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EX-TOWN MAYOR’S COMMITTEE

22nd December 2009

At a Meeting of the EX-TOWN MAYOR’S COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at Paddock Street Community Centre, Paddock Street, Llanelli on Tuesday, 22nd December 2009 at 5.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)(Chairman),             M.W. Gimblett, A.H. Hitchman and Mrs. J. Williams.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees and              W.E. Skinner.
4.
MAYORAL PENDANT AND CHAIN

The Town Clerk reported that, due to the condition of the Mayoral pendant, it had been returned to the manufacturers (Thomas Fattorini Ltd.) for inspection.  Unfortunately, the cumulative effect of damage to the pendant and the resultant loss of some of the integral elements of the Council Crest had rendered the pendant beyond reasonable repair.

A quotation had, therefore, been sought for a replacement, and for re-finishing the chain and providing a new black velvet backing (copies having been previously circulated to members).  Furthermore, in view of the urgency, authority had been given to accept the quotation and to place an immediate order for this work to be done.
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the action taken to seek and accept a quotation from Thomas Fattorini Ltd. to replace the pendant and to carry out the other items of work referred to in the sum of £7,549.46 (excluding VAT) be confirmed and approved.

The Meeting concluded at 5.05 p.m.
