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LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING

2nd September 2009
At an ORDINARY MEETING of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 2nd September 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor D.Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor)(Presiding for Items 1 and 2 on the Agenda)

Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Presiding for the remaining items on the Agenda)

Councillors
	Bigyn Ward

M.J.P. Burns

Ms. Ff.S. Larsen

R.T. Price


	Elli Ward

Mrs. P.J. Edmunds

	Glanymor Ward
A.H. Hitchman

J.E. Jones 
W.J. Lemon



Lliedi Ward
Tyisha Ward

Ms. J.C. Isaac
C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)
K.D Rees
R.P. Neil

W.E. Skinner
J. Roberts

W.G. Thomas
APOLOGIES: 
Councillors M.W. Gimblett, D.H. Skivington, Mrs. L.J. Stedman and Mrs. J. Williams
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61.
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor D. Thomas) welcomed all members to the first Council meeting since the summer recess, and also welcomed the local press representative, Miss Chantelle Rees.
62.
VERIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the following Minutes of the Town Council and one of its Joint Committees (prints of which having been previously circulated to members) be taken as read, and the same are hereby verified, received and confirmed respectively:-

Llanelli Y.M.C.A. Trustees’

      Management Committee
27th July 2009

Extraordinary Llanelli Town Council
29th July 2009

At this point, the Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins), following his late arrival for which he apologised to members, took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.

63.
MATTERS ARISING
(1) PROPOSED VARIATION TO NOBEL BANKS AREA 476 AGGREGATE DREDGING LICENCE 
With reference to Minute No. 52 of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 29th July 2009, the Town Clerk confirmed that no reply had yet been received from Environmental Resources Management, whereupon it was
RESOLVED – that a reminder letter be sent to the company requesting an immediate reply.


(2)   LLANELLI TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

With reference to Minute No. 57 of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 29th July 2009, members questioned what impact the residents’ parking scheme would have in streets in which the Council’s community centres were located [Minute No. 169(2) of the Working Group meeting of 29th July refers].

Members had in mind Lakefield Road, which was proposed for inclusion in Phase II and which was the location of Lakefield community centre.  In order to accommodate hirers of the centre, it was felt that reasonable provision should be made for their parking needs in the form of dedicated parking spaces.  It was, therefore,

RESOLVED – the Town Clerk be asked to take up the matter with the County Council, and to report the outcome to a future Council meeting.
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64.
POLICE MATTERS


(1)  MATTERS RECEIVED FROM MEMBERS
The Town Clerk reported that no matters had been received from members since the date of the last Council meeting.  

(2)  INSPECTOR TIM HOAD
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of an e-mail message dated 13th August 2009 from Inspector Tim Hoad confirming that he had been transferred to the Pembrokeshire Division (copies having been previously circulated to members).  Inspector Hoad wished to thank the Council for the assistance and support shown to him and his team during his time in Llanelli.
Members expressed their appreciation for the valuable contribution which Inspector Hoad had made during the short period he had served in Llanelli, and for his regular attendance at Council meetings, which maintained the close relationship that had been built up between the Council and the Police by his predecessors.  However, great disappointment was felt that once again Llanelli was losing the services of another senior officer so soon after the transfer of his predecessor, Inspector Dyfed Bolton. 

It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1)
That a suitable letter be sent by the Town Clerk on behalf of the Council to Inspector Hoad thanking him for his good work and valuable contribution as head of the Neighbourhood Policing Team in Llanelli.

(2)
That the Town Clerk be authorised to write to the Chief Constable raising members’ concern about the effect of frequent changes of senior police personnel on maintaining continuity in the successful relationship built up  over recent years between the Council and the Police.
65.
COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Further to Minute No. 49 of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 29th July 2009, detailed consideration was given to draft revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations prepared by the Town Clerk following the recommendation of the Council’s internal auditors, Auditing Solutions Limited (copies having been previously circulated to members, together with a Schedule of Sources relating to the revised Standing Orders).
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In relation to the revised Standing Orders, whilst there was agreement regarding the overwhelming majority, the following points were raised in respect of three of them –


S.O. 8 – NOTICES OF MOTION


Clarification was sought on whether the effect of paragraph 8.1 was to prevent motions being proposed and discussed at meetings of the Council unless they were submitted in writing in advance of the meeting and included on the Council agenda.  In reply, the Town Clerk referred to the provisions of S.O. 12 (paragraph 12.1) which, he believed, confirmed that it was possible for motions to be proposed and discussed at Council meetings without previously being submitted in writing.

S.O. 22 – DEPUTATIONS


With reference to paragraph 22.1, it was suggested that “(if possible)” be added in the first line after the word “shall”.


S.O. 7 – ORDER OF BUSINESS


With reference to paragraph 7.1(j), it was felt that, before each Council Annual Meeting considered the appointment or nomination of representatives to outside bodies, an annual review should be undertaken to establish whether the bodies in question actually held meetings to which the Council’s nominated representatives were invited and whether they produced minutes, copies of which should be forwarded to the Town Clerk for reporting to future Council meetings.

Members then considered draft revised Financial Regulations which had also been prepared by the Town Clerk in accordance with the internal auditors’ recommendation (copies having also been previously circulated to members).

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the clarification given in respect of S.O. 8 be noted.

(2) That, subject to S.O. 22 (paragraph 22.1) being amended as suggested, the revised Standing Orders be accepted and approved with immediate effect.
(3) That a review of all outside bodies be undertaken by the Town Clerk prior to each Annual Meeting, and the outcome reported for members’ consideration in order to assist in the process of appointing or nominating representatives.
(4) That, with regard to minutes of school governing bodies on which Council-nominated representatives were members, they be noted on Council agendas as matters for information.
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(5) That the draft revised Financial Regulations be accepted and approved with immediate effect

66.
LLANELLI AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB – PARC Y SCARLETS COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as the President of the Llanelli Amateur Athletic Club and a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  As he considered these were also prejudicial interests, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Before commencing the discussion on this matter, the Town Mayor congratulated Mr. David Green, a Llanelli resident and former member of the Llanelli Amateur Athletic Club, on his success in finishing seventh in the final of the Men’s 400 metres hurdles at the recent World Championships in Berlin, and suggested that the Council might wish the Town Clerk to send a suitable letter of congratulation to him.
Further to Minute No. 9(7) of the Adjourned Annual Council meeting held on 7th May 2009, the Town Clerk reported an exchange of correspondence which had taken place between him, the Chief Executive and Head of Leisure and Sport of Carmarthenshire County Council (copies having been previously circulated to members).  

The Town Clerk also reported a recent meeting between him, the Responsible Financial Officer and Mr. Alistair Griffiths, Secretary of the Llanelli Amateur Athletic Club, details of which were outlined for members’ information.  It was clear from this meeting that the Club had been fully involved in the planning process prior to the completion of the athletics facilities at Pemberton, and that discussions between the Club, the County Council and the Llanelli Scarlets still continued on a regular basis.  The reduced charge of £25 per hour for use of the Pemberton athletics facilities was considered reasonable by the Club and within their means.  However the stumbling block to the Athletic Club transferring their activities completely to Pemberton was that some of the facilities provided fell short of the required U.K. Athletics standard, coupled with the lack of storage facilities for the Club’s equipment.  However, these matters were being addressed by the County Council in close consultation with the Athletic Club.

Members were pleased to note that the outstanding issues continued to be the subject of discussions between the two principal parties directly involved, namely the County Council and the Athletic Club, and it was hoped that the situation would be resolved to the Athletic Club’s satisfaction in the near future.
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RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the Town Clerk be authorised to convey the Council’s sincere congratulations to Mr. David Greene on his recent success at the Athletics World Championships.

(2)
That the correspondence and subsequent information be duly noted.

67.
TYWI A RIVER THROUGH TIME

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 3rd August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Landscape Partnership Manager (copies having been previously circulated to members).  Reference was made to this exciting and ambitious project which was now well established and attracting the attention and support of the local communities, and the Town Clerk referred to a number of brochures which had been produced highlighting different aspects of the project.

Members were interested to learn of the project, but felt they would like to receive much more information than had been made available.  It was, therefore,

RESOLVED – that the information be noted; and that an invitation be extended to the Landscape Partnership Manager to attend a future Council meeting (possibly November) in order to make a presentation to members.
68.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

RESOLVED – that the undermentioned matters (copies of which having been previously circulated to members) be noted:
(1) Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2008-2009;

(2) Fair Trade Wales – August Bulletin.  Members were advised that the Llanelli Fairtrade Steering Group continued to make progress towards achieving the objective of making Llanelli a Fairtrade town;
(3) One Voice Wales – ‘The Voice’ – Issue 11 July 2009;

(4) National Association of Councillors (Wales Region) – (a) Minutes of A.G.M. held on 12th July 2008;  (b)  Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4th April 2009;

(5) Carmarthenshire Community Health Council – Notice of Meeting to be held on 8th September 2009.
The Meeting concluded at 6.35 p.m.
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EX-TOWN MAYORS’ COMMITTEE
2nd September 2009

At a Meeting of the EX-TOWN MAYORS’ COMMITTEE of LLANELLI       TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 2nd September 2009 at 6.45 p.m.

Present:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, A.H. Hitchman, R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees and W.E. Skinner.

Apologies:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett and Mrs. J. Williams.

1.
DEPUTY MAYORAL ROBES

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of an e-mail message dated 17th August 2009 from the Clerk to Pembrey and Burry Port Town Council (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The message contained a request for the loan of the Council’s Deputy Mayoral robes for use at the Pembrey and Burry Port Town Mayor’s civic service to be held on Sunday, 6th September.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that, entirely without prejudice, the request for the loan of the Deputy Mayoral robes for the forthcoming civic service be agreed, subject to the following conditions –
(1)
That the robes be loaned for this one occasion only.

(2) That the Burry Port and Pembrey Town Council be fully responsible for the care of the robes throughout the loan period, and in particular must agree in advance in writing to indemnify the Council for the cost of either repairing any damage caused or (if the damage is found to be irreparable) of new replacements of the Council’s choosing.

(3) That suitable arrangements be made regarding the collection and return of the robes.

The Meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY
8 July 2009

At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 8 July 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

Present:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), T.D. Bowen, M.J.P. Burns, S.M. Donoghue, T.J. Jones, A.G. Morgan, K.D. Rees and J. Williams.

16.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

It was with sadness that the Chairman referred to the death of Lance Corporal David Dennis from the Light Dragoons who was killed on 4 July 2009 whilst serving his country in Afghanistan.  The Chairman remarked that Lance Corporal Dennis was a resident of Dafen but no doubt his death would be felt throughout Llanelli.
17.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. S.L. Davies and W.J. Lemon.

18.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

19.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following Minutes (copies having been previously circulated) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings.

Annual Meeting – 10 June 2009

20.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS
RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report for May 2009 and the provisional report for June 2009 be noted.

21.
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedule of payments for June 2009, which revealed expenditure for the month amounted to £23,933.69.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
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22.
AUDIT ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009

Members considered the Audit Annual Return document for the financial year ending 31 March 2009, and it was

RESOLVED that the general preparation of the document which included a summary of the Statement of Accounts in Section 1 and the Annual Governance Statement provided in Section 2 be approved accordingly.
23.
ICCM CONFERENCE, KENILWORTH – 28 – 30 SEPTEMBER 2009

RESOLVED that the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cemetery Manager be authorised to attend the conference.
24.
CEMETERY SIGNAGE

Members considered the Cemetery Manager’s report regarding a proposal to introduce new signage throughout the cemetery grounds as the current signage was considered to be inadequate.  Members were presented with themed illustrative designs and following discussion it was
RESOLVED that the report be accepted and that the Cemetery Manager present a final draft of the new signage for further consideration at a future meeting, based upon the general theme and illustrative designs set out in the report.

25.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT, 1960

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the following matter be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.

26.
STAFFING MATTERS
Members considered a letter from DG requesting an increase in the daily payment received for gate closing duties.  Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED that the request be approved and that the daily payment rate be uplifted so that it is commensurate to half an hours overtime payment per evening.

………………………………………

The Meeting concluded at 4:25 pm

………………………………………
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

7th September 2009

At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday,               7th September 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present:
Councillors Mrs. J.C. Isaac (Vice-Chairman)(Presiding), A.H. Hitchman, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, R.T. Price, J. Roberts, D.H. Skivington and Mrs. J. Williams.
Apologies:   Councillors M.W. Gimblett and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.
12.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT


(1)  AUGUST RECESS – PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Further to Minute No. 27 of the Committee meeting held on 13th October 2003, the Town Clerk reported that a schedule of applications had been forwarded to all Committee members, inviting responses by 10th August 2009.  No recommendation having been received to refuse any of the applications, the appropriate letter containing the comments shown in column 3 hereunder had been sent to the Area Development Control Officer:

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21389

Dave Whelan Sports Ltd.,

DW Sports & Fitness (ex J B Sports Fitness Club), Parc Trostre Retail Park, Llanelli.

SA14 9UY

S/21409

Her Majesty’s Court Service, Llanelli Magistrates Court,

Town Hall Square,

Llanelli. SA15 3AL


	Fascia signs (internally illuminated).

Edge protection barrier to existing flat roofs.


	Approval recommended

Approval recommended
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21470

Miss Debra Evans,

37 Albert Street,

Llanelli. SA15 2SY

S/21477

Mr. Kuldip Singh,

82 & 84 Station Road,

Llanelli.

SA15 1AN


	First floor extension to accommodate new bedroom and en-suite shower room.

Change of use of ground floor of No. 82 from residential to A1 (extension of existing sales area in A1 use from No. 84).  Extension of shop front from No. 84 across front of No. 82.  Rebuilding of single and two storey sections to rear of No. 82 to provide additional sales area/ancillary staff accommodation to ground floor with living accommodation to first floor.  Extension of existing store building to rear of No. 84 to rear of No. 82.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.





(2)  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Councillor Mrs. J. Williams declared a personal interest in S/21536, as a Governor of the applicant school.  As she also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, she withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor Ms. J.C. Isaac declared a personal interest in S/21613, as the applicant was known to her.  As she also considered to be a prejudicial interest, she withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon, whereupon Councillor A.H. Hitchman took the chair for that item.

Councillor Ms. J.C. Isaac declared a personal interest in S/21633, as the applicant property was a neighbouring property.  As she also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, she withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon, whereupon Councillor A.H. Hitchman took the chair for that item also.
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The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the undermentioned applications which had been sent to the Town Council by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning for its consideration and observations.

RESOLVED – that the comments shown in column 3 hereunder be forwarded to the Head of Planning:-

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21518

Grwp Gwalia Cyf.

Mr. Elfed Roberts,

The Maltings,

Former Buckleys Brewery Site,

Llanelli.

S/21535

Miss E. Reynolds,

2 Highfield Court,

Llanelli, SA15 1RW.

S/21536

Carmarthenshire County Council,

Penygaer CP School,

Bryndulais Avenue,

Llanelli,

SA14 8RS.


	Temporary building preservation works to ensure the buildings are safe and secure.

Installation of conservatory to front elevation

Removal of a length of hedgerow and fence to accommodate a parent waiting shelter and widened pedestrian/cycle entrance on northern side of main gates;  new boundary fence to be provided around shelter to tie into and match existing fence; other works include the provision of new cycle shelters for 20 cycles and two further parent waiting shelters near the school building.


	Approval recommended.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21538

Carmarthenshire County Council, Ysgol Dewi Sant,

Bryndulais Avenue,

Llanelli, SA14 8RS.

S/21552

Asda Stores Ltd.,

Asda Living, Unit 5,

Parc Trostre Retail Park,

Llanelli.  SA14 8UY

S/21599

Mr. Trevor Edwards,

17 New Street,

Llanelli. SA15 2BS

S/21613

Mr. Anthony Colarusso,

6 The Arcade, Stepney

Street, Llanelli. SA15 3TW

S/21614

Ms. Tracey Colarusso,

11 Penygaer Road,

Llanelli. SA14 8RU


	Replacement of existing cycle storage facility with new shelter and racks and also 3 no. separate parent waiting shelters.

Installation of condenser units and palisade fencing enclosure.

Proposed conversion of dwelling to 2 no. self contained flats, with two parking spaces at the rear of the garden with vehicular access to the rear lane.

Change of use of ground floor premises from retail (Class A1) to financial and professional services    (Class 2).

Part demolition of existing attached garage.  Rebuilding and enlarging garage with bedroom over.


	Approval recommended.

Approval recommended.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/21633

St Elli Nursing Home,

88 Queen Victoria Road,

Llanelli.

S/21649

10 Stradey Park Avenue,

Llanelli.


	Second floor extension to provide 9 no. additional bedrooms and 2 no. parking spaces.

Proposed single storey extension to rear of property.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours being consulted.




(3)
APPLICATION NO. S/19273 – PROPOSED CONSERVATORY EXTENSION AT CATHERINE HOUSE, 11 OLD ROAD, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 9(1) of the Committee meeting held on 7th July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 13th July 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that, although the Committee had recommended that the application be approved, the County Council had refused permission for the reasons stated in its refusal notice.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(4)
APPLICATION NO. S/20287 – NEW DWELLING IN THE GARDEN OF 18 ANNESLEY STREET, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 31(1) of the Committee meeting held on 8th December 2008, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 13th July 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that an appeal had been lodged with the National Assembly of Wales against the County Council’s decision to refuse planning permission for this development.  The appeal would be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an Inspector.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(5)
APPLICATION NO. S/20353 – PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF ONE GROUND FLOOR SHOP AND 8 SELF-CONTAINED FLATS AT FORMER YARD, GREAT WESTERN TERRACE, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 2(2) of the Committee meeting held on 11th May 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 15th July 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that the appeal against the County Council’s decision to refuse planning permission would be dealt with by a planning hearing which had been held on 5th August 2009 at The Town Hall, Llanelli.  Members were also informed that all local Tyisha ward members had been notified in advance of the hearing.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

13.
EXPERIMENTAL PROHIBITION OF WAITING AT ANY TIME/EXPERIMENTAL DISABLED PARKING BAYS, 8.00 A.M. TO   6.00 P.M., 3 HOURS LIMIT AT JOHN STREET, LLANELLI
Further to Minute No. 48 of the Committee meeting held on 9th March 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 28th July 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter confirmed that the County Council now proposed to make the two Experimental Orders permanent and the Council’s views were invited.

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to making the Orders permanent.
14.
EXPERIMENTAL PROHIBITION OF WAITING/LOADING/ UNLOADING AT ANY TIME, MARKET STREET AND PARK STREET, LLANELLI AND REVOCATION OF PROHIBITION OF DRIVING, MARKET STREET, LLANELLI
Further to Minute No. 3 of the Committee meeting held on 11th May 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 4th August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter confirmed that the County Council now proposed to make these Experimental Orders permanent.

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the proposal to make the Orders permanent.

15.
STREET NAMEPLATES 2009/2010 PROGRAMME

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 26th August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Street Scene, with plan attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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The letter confirmed that the County Council, in accordance with its Welsh Language Policy, proposed to prepare the following bilingual street nameplate – 

Sunny Road – Heol Heulog

and requested the Council’s view.
RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the street nameplate, as proposed.

16.
NEW/AMENDED ADDRESSES

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of an e-mail message dated 28th August 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning, with two location plans attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The message confirmed that two premises had been registered with Royal Mail with the following addresses –


HN2356 
-
Hywel Dda NHS Trust Central Production Unit, Heol Goffa,




Llanelli, SA15 3EJ


HN2358
-
Dragon 24, North Dock, Llanelli, SA15 2LF

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

17.
TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – MARTIN ROAD, PENYFAN, LLANELLI

Councillor D.H. Skivington declared a personal interest in this matter as the applicant for the temporary closure of this road.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 4th September 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering, with plan attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).

In response to a request that had been received, the County Council proposed to close Martin Road, Penyfan, Llanelli from its junction with Firth Road to its junction with Grant Street, for a distance of 170 metres in a southerly direction between 15.00 hours and 22.00 hours on Saturday, 28th November 2009 in order to ensure public safety whilst a Christmas Carnival took place.  Details of the alternative route for southbound traffic were provided on the accompanying plan.

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the temporary closure referred to.

The Meeting concluded at 6.20 p.m.
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SENIOR CITIZENS’ DAY CENTRE JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

9th September 2009

At a Meeting of the SENIOR CITIZENS’ DAY CENTRE JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 9th September 2009 at          6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors G.H. Wooldridge (Chairman), Mrs. L.J. Butler, M.L. Evans, Ms. J.C. Isaac, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, J. Roberts (Vice-Chairman) and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.

12.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman (Councillor G.H. Wooldridge) welcomed all members to the meeting, and in particular Councillors Isaac and Larsen, who were attending their first meeting of the Committee.  He also extended a welcome to Mr. Mark Galbraith, Clerk to the Rural Council, who would be presenting a joint report with the Secretary on the current position regarding the Y.M.C.A. building.
13.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th July 2009 be received, verified and confirmed.

14.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED – that the financial report giving details of cumulative income and expenditure for the period 1st April – 31st August 2009 in the sums of £14,772 and £19,149 respectively be approved (copies having been previously circulated to members).


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Finance Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report disclosed that payments made for the period 9th July – 9th September 2009 in respect of Direct Debits, reimbursements, BACS payments and Voucher Nos. 4180 – 4186 (inclusive) amounted to £7,274.05.

RESOLVED – that the payment of the aforementioned accounts be approved.
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15.
HIRINGS

Consideration was given to a written schedule of hirings of the Day Centre for the months of July and August 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the report be noted and approved.

16.
FUTURE OF LLANELLI Y.M.C.A.

Further to Minute No. 11 of the Committee meeting held on 8th July 2009, members were given a comprehensive report on the current situation by both the Secretary and Mr. Mark Galbraith.  Details were given of the various matters that had been or were currently being attended to since the last meeting of the Committee.  The officers also gave a resumé of matters discussed at the two meetings of the Trustees’ Management Committee held on 27th July and 20th August 2009 respectively, and which had culminated in the decision to temporarily close the building to safely deal with the hazards reported to them.
Following a detailed discussion and a range of questions put to the two officers, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the information be noted, and that the decision taken by the Trustees’ Management Committee to temporarily close the building be supported.

(2) That the Trustees’ Management Committee be advised of the Committee’s wish to be consulted before any final decision was taken in regard to the Day Centre.
17.
LLANELLI O.A.P. REPRESENTATIVES - DINNER

Further to Minute No. 19 of the Committee meeting held on 10th September 2008, members were asked to consider whether they wished for arrangements to be made for a dinner with O.A.P. organisation representatives in November, in accordance with past practice.
In the ensuing discussion, members felt that, in view of the fact that the Day Centre had been temporarily closed and the present uncertainty as to when it might re-open, it would be practically impossible for the necessary arrangements to be completed in time.  Accordingly, it was

RESOLVED – that, in the circumstances, no arrangements be made for a dinner this year.
The Meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m.
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BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

14th September 2009 
At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 14th September 2009 at     6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors W.G. Thomas (Vice-Chairman) (Presiding), J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil and K.D. Rees.
APOLOGIES:   Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (Chairman) and D. Thomas.
30.
RUGBY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Further to Minute No. 62 of the Committee meeting held on 17th November 2008, the Chairman (Councillor W.G. Thomas) welcomed Mr. Paul Fisher, Rugby Development Officer, to the meeting, and invited him to give his presentation on the 2008/2009 Annual Report.

Mr. Fisher thanked the Chairman for his welcome and proceeded to circulate to each member present a handout to accompany his presentation.  Mr. Fisher took members through the various sections of his report, which covered the following matters:-

· Club Audit – giving details of the range of year groups from under 7’s to youth level in the seven local rugby clubs, and comparing the situation at the end of each of the previous two years.  It was pointed out that the current participation level of 75% was 9% above the national average.
· Coach Education and Coach Education Summary.
· Primary Schools – giving details of the activities undertaken and the number of participants at active development sessions and rugby festivals.
· Comprehensive Schools – giving details of the range of year groups from Year 7a to senior level (boys) and girls under 15 and under 18 categories throughout the seven comprehensive schools in the locality.  Details were also provided of the number of participants who attended the skill sessions and rugby festivals throughout the year.
· Club Rugby – giving details of the activities undertaken, including the number of club visits (24) and number of new players registered (202).

· Rugby Community Initiatives.

· Llanelli District Schools Under 11’s and Under 15’s.

· West Carmarthenshire 12/13/14/16/19 age grades.

· Girls Rugby.

· Disability Rugby.

· WRU Partnerships.
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Members were pleased to note the continuing progress being made right across the board, and complimented Mr. Fisher on his good work.
As the current tri-partite agreement had now expired, members also considered whether to accept the invitation by the Welsh Rugby Union to continue with its participation for a further 3-year term at the existing level of financial contribution of £7,380 per annum (plus VAT).
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –
(1)
that the Annual Report for 2008/2009 be noted and accepted.

(2)
that, provided the other two participants in the tri-partite agreement hitherto (namely the Welsh Rugby Union and Llanelli Rural Council) agreed to do likewise, the Town Council enter into a new three-year agreement commencing 1st September 2009 at an annual contribution of £7,380 (plus VAT).
Mr. Fisher again thanked members of the Committee and then withdrew from the meeting.

31.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer giving a detailed analysis of cumulative income and expenditure for the period between 1st April and 31st August 2009 in the sums of £549,114 and £400,371 respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members). 

RESOLVED – that the aforementioned report be adopted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report indicated that cheque payments in respect of voucher nos. 11887-11959 (inclusive) amounted to £210,597.37, and that BACS and Direct Debit payments amounted to £51,731.76 respectively.
RESOLVED – that the accounts for payment be approved.


(3)  VIREMENTS
RESOLVED – that the Report of the Responsible Financial Officer dated 14th September 2009, with a schedule of suggested virements, be noted and approved.
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32.
ANNUAL RETURN – YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2009
Further to Minute No. 39 of the Committee meeting held on 15th September 2009, consideration was given to the draft Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the financial year ending 31st March 2009, as prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the draft Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement be approved, and that they be duly signed and submitted to the Council’s Auditors, Messrs. Mazars LLP.

33.
THE NON DOMESTIC RATING DEFERRED PAYMENTS SCHEME 2009-2010

The Responsible Financial Officer reported the receipt of letters relating to all Council properties from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Director of Resources, enclosing a copy of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Fact Sheet in respect of this scheme, which would come into force shortly (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Under the scheme, ratepayers in Wales were able to opt to pay part of their 2009/2010 rates increase over three years.  Details of how to take up the option were provided.

In the ensuing discussion, members felt that, as there was no real advantage in exercising the option referred to, it was

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

34.
2009/10 PAYSCALES AND ALLOWANCES

Further to Minute No. 112 of the Committee meeting held on 16th March 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of NJC Circular 2/09 confirming that agreement had now been reached on rates of pay applicable from 1st April 2009, with the new rates set out in Annex 1 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted and that the revised pay scales and allowances be implemented from 1st April 2009.

35.
LLANELLI Y.M.C.A. REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING
Councillor C.C. Lucas declared a personal interest in this matter as one of the Council’s nominated representatives on the Y.M.C.A. Trustees’ Management Committee.  But as he did not consider this was also a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion thereon.
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Councillor W.G. Thomas declared a personal interest in this matter as one of the Council’s nominated representatives on the Y.M.C.A. Trustees’ Management Committee.  But as he did not consider this was also a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion thereon.

Further to Minute No. 60 of the Extraordinary Town Council held on 29th July 2009, consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The report detailed items of expenditure that were due for payment in the near future, as follows-


Removal of pigeons and decontamination of attic
£4,736.85


Erection of scaffolding to front façade
£3,025.65


Structural Survey
£2,518.50


Asbestos Survey
£241.50


Electrician (Not VAT registered)
£220.00


Llanelli Rural Council
£459.25


Mr. Robert Craven
£1,725.00

Total Charge
£12,926.75
Members noted that advice would be sought regarding the VAT position, in view of the fact that Llanelli Y.M.C.A. was not currently VAT registered.
It was recommended that provision be made for the Council to meet 50% of the anticipated funding request from the Y.M.C.A. Trustees’ Management Committee, in the sum of £6,463.38.
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows – 

(1) That the report be noted.

(2) That the Council agree to meet its 50% share amounting to £6,463.38.

(3) That the Trustees’ Management Committee be asked to consider the need to undertake a mechanical and electrical survey of the building.

36.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRINGS

Consideration was given to the written schedule of hirings of all community centres during the months of July and August 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the report be noted and approved.
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37.
ST. BARNABAS COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 17th August 2009 from County Councillor Keri Thomas (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Councillor Thomas referred to representations received from some of his constituents concerning the graffiti which had been written on the external walls, and enquired whether the Council would consider removing the same.
He also confirmed that his attention had been drawn to youths congregating outside the premises in the evenings, and enquired whether it was possible for CCTV to be installed as a deterrent.

Members were advised that the graffiti in question had been dealt with in part, and that the remaining work would be completed as soon as possible.

With regard to the CCTV request, local members commented that they were not aware of any real problems caused by congregating youths, and did not, therefore, feel that the current situation warranted going to the expense of installing a CCTV system.

Members’ attention was also drawn to a further, more recent complaint regarding the depositing of rubbish bags in the lane adjoining this community centre by a weekend hirer, which had created a nuisance when the plastic bags had been torn open and their contents scattered.

Members were informed that one of the conditions of hire of the Council’s community centres required hirers to take with them all rubbish generated as a result of their hiring.

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was
RESOLVED as follows –
(1) That Councillor Thomas’ letter be noted.

(2) That the work to complete the removal of the graffiti be undertaken as soon as possible.

(3) That the request for the installation of CCTV be noted.

(4) That the complaint regarding the rubbish be taken up with the hirer in question, and with the community centre caretaker.

38.
TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTIES – DOOR ENTRY SYSTEM

Consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The report detailed the present arrangements for emergency key holders, and the problems associated with it.  It was, therefore, proposed that a new door entry system be provided for all the Council’s properties, with the benefits which it was considered it would bring being set out for members’ information.
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Details were also given of the quotation received for the installation of these specialist locks by Swansea Timber and Plywood, and members’ instructions were requested.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the quotation in the sum of £2,944.80 submitted by Swansea Timber and Plywood, as set out in the report, be accepted.

39.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION
(1) Minutes of Sub-Committee Meetings

Further to Minute No. 106 of the Committee meeting held on 16th March 2009, members received the following Minutes of meetings of the Building and Finance Sub-Committee held on 16th July 2009 and 3rd August 2009 respectively –

“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at Paddock Street Community Centre, Paddock Street, Llanelli on Thursday, 16th July 2009 at 5.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and A.H. Hitchman.

APOLOGIES:
Councillor R.P. Neil.
Also in Attendance:
Mr. P.J. Lewis (Consultant Architect).

9.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

Further to Minute No. 8 of the Sub-Committee meeting held on 3rd March 2009, consideration was given to drawings received from Andy Thornton Ltd. detailing the proposed construction of the Council Chamber dais and Members’ desks, and the Mayor’s Parlour bar area.  After receiving clarification regarding the appearance of the Council crest on the front of the dais and the removal of the sink from the bar area, it was

RESOLVED – that the drawings be accepted.

The Meeting concluded at 5.25 p.m.”
“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at John Long Furniture Warehouse, Sandy Bridge, Llanelli on Monday, 3rd August 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds and A.H. Hitchman.

APOLOGIES:
Councillor R.P. Neil.
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10.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

Further to Minute No. 9 of the Sub-Committee meeting held on 16th July 2009, Members met Mr. John Long of John Long (West Wales) Ltd. in order to select the new furniture for the Council Chamber and Mayor’s Parlour.  Consideration was given to a number of samples, whereupon it was,

RESOLVED – that the quotation provided by Mr. Long for the supply of the furniture selected, including the refurbishment of the current meeting chairs previously used in the council chamber at the Town Hall, Llanelli, in the sum of £6,752 plus vat, be accepted and included within the main contract.

The Meeting concluded at 5.00 p.m.”
(2) CERTIFICATE OF PROGRESS PAYMENT
Further to Minute No. 4 of the Committee meeting held on 19th May 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from the Council’s Consultant Architects of Certificate of Progress Payment No. 3 in the net sum of £68,294.52, excluding VAT.

RESOLVED – that payment of the amounts certified in the Certificate be confirmed and approved.

40.
THE OLD VICARAGE – CROWN PRECINCT ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION LEASE

Further to Minute No. 120 of the Committee meeting held on 20th April 2009, consideration was given to a further report prepared by the Town Clerk (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The report detailed the action taken by the Town Clerk in pursuance of the Committee’s instructions.  It had emerged that Western Power Distribution [WPD] were statutorily entitled to continue to operate an electricity sub-station at this site, and could exercise its statutory powers to do so if that course of action proved necessary to protect the interest of their customers, to whom they had a legal obligation to maintain electricity supplies.
Having considered all the information set out in the report, it was

RESOLVED – that a new lease of the sub-station site be agreed on the following revised terms:
· A leasehold term of 35 years from 1st April 2009.
· Seven-yearly rent reviews.

· Annual rent of £228.
· The site shall be used for Electricity Sub-Station purposes only.

· No assignment or sub-letting of the site shall be permitted without the prior written consent of the Council.
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· If any part of the site becomes surplus to WPD’s requirements, it shall be surrendered to the Council forthwith and the rent for the reminder of the site adjusted accordingly.

· WPD shall pay the Council’s legal fees up to £600, payable on completion.

41.
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

Further to Minute No. 23 of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, members were reminded of the recommendation put forward by the Council’s Internal Auditor to consider increasing its Public Liability insurance cover from the present level of £5 million to £10 million.  As a result, a quotation had been sought from the Council’s insurers (Zurich), which confirmed that the annual premium for public liability cover of £10 million would be £5,742 (plus Insurance Premium Tax), an increase of £792 on the amount currently paid for £5 million cover.

RESOLVED – that the Responsible Financial Officer be authorised to increase the level of public insurance cover to £10 million, and that the increased premium be paid.

42.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Further to Minute No. 26 of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, consideration was given to the written report of the Project Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The Report dealt with the following:-

(1) The Green Network – Maintenance of parks in Penyfan (Bigyn 4) 
Further to Minute No. 26 (4) of the Committee meeting held on 13th July 2009, a meeting had taken place with County Council Officers and the Green Network Manager to discuss possible options for securing a community-based grounds maintenance service, initially in the Bigyn 4 area.  It was agreed that further meetings were necessary involving County Council Officers from other departments, together with representatives of PLTRA and Communities First Bigyn 4.

A number of guiding principles were suggested as a basis on which the Council might wish to proceed, together with options for the service delivery organisation.

Members felt that it was essential that the full details and implications for the Town Council of such a scheme should first be known and discussed before any final decision was made, particularly so as to ensure that no double rating ensued.

It was, therefore,
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RESOLVED as follows –
(1) That, subject to the caveat regarding double rating, the suggested guiding principles be accepted.
(2) That further detailed reports be presented to future meetings of the Committee.

(2) COMMUNITIES FIRST BIGYN

Further to Minute No. 14 (2) of the Committee meeting held on 15th June 2009, it was confirmed that the process of formally constituting a Partnership had begun, and a copy of the Partnership Agreement was attached for members’ attention.
The Communities First Bigyn office had recently been relocated from the CAVS Office in John Street to Portacabin units in Penyfan Park, which would be the venue for a forthcoming Partnership meeting to be held on 23rd September 2009, at which it was anticipated that a Partnership Committee would be elected.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(3) SHOPMOBILITY

Further to Minute No. 5 (5) of the Committee meeting held on 18th May 2009, members were informed of a meeting between Town Council Members and officers and County Council Members and officers on 4th August 2009 in an attempt to try to progress a Shopmobility Scheme in Llanelli.

The meeting was positive, with the County Council confirming their intention to “top slice” the Local Transport Services Grant in order to provide funding for the proposed scheme (£30,000 per year for an initial 3 year period).
The County Council also suggested that two town centre premises be inspected for suitability, as there was unanimous agreement on the urgent need to commence the scheme as quickly as possible.

A further meeting planned for 28th August 2009 had been postponed, with the date for the reconvened meeting yet to be confirmed.
It was also reported that the Project Development Officer had accompanied the Chairman of the Shopmobility Committee to a meeting with Helen Mary Jones AM on 3rd September.  The meeting was very positive, with the A.M. promising to make relevant enquiries of the Deputy First Minister regarding possible additional funding sources, and also undertaking to write to the County Council supporting the commencement of a Shopmobility scheme in the town centre as soon as possible.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(4) COMANCHE PONIES

This project aimed to help disadvantaged children experiencing difficulties in school, and who are struggling with the normal academic curriculum.  With the permission of the school and parents, children are trained in the skills of looking after horses and can go on to achieve recognised qualifications in the subject.
The project was previously based in Penygaer, but for a number of reasons needed to be urgently relocated.  A potential site was identified alongside the footpath between Penywarc Road and Coedcae Road – land maintained by the County Council but an unused facility of Coedcae School.  Agreement in principle was reached to allow the land to be used by the project, and following the relocation of the project on to this land during the school summer holidays (as the alternative was to close the project), the parties concerned were now seeking to formalise the agreement in order to allow the project to go from strength to strength.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(5) GLANYMOR AND TYISHA HISTORY GROUP – LAUNCH OF BOOK 6

It was reported that the Group would be launching the sixth book in its series “A People’s History of Glanymor and Tyisha” at Bethania Chapel on 28th September 2009.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(6) FUTURE JOBS FUND

The Future Jobs Fund was set up following the 2009 Budget, with a £1 billion potential investment to create 150,000 jobs over the next two years.  These jobs would be aimed primarily at 18-24 year olds who have been out of work for a year.

Further details on the fund were available on the website quoted in the report.

RESOLVED – that the Project Development Officer be authorised to circulate details of the scheme to local organisations, and to assist such organisations in compiling any bid for funding.
(7) CONVERGENCE FUNDING

Carmarthenshire County Council, in partnership with other regional authorities, had set up two funds to encourage community regeneration – the Deprived Area Fund and the Workways Fund.  Both were funded through Convergence funding and would be available for a 4 year period.

RESOLVED - that a report be presented to a future Committee meeting outlining the eligibility criteria for both funds.
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43.
SENIOR CITIZENS’ ANNUAL HOLIDAY SCHEME 

Further to Minute No. 68 of the Committee meeting held on 17th November 2008, consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Senior Administrative Assistant (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The report confirmed that, following an initial positive response to the public advertisement for this year’s scheme, by the end of June only 12 persons confirmed they still wished to participate.  When the possibility of sending such a small group by mini bus was dismissed because of the reluctance of the remaining 12 to travel by this method, authority was given by Councillor C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) to cancel this year’s scheme in order to avoid any financial liability in respect of the hotel booking.  Refunds were issued to all those who had paid.
Following a detailed discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the action taken by the Leader of the Council be confirmed and approved.
(2) That a further report be prepared as the basis of a review to be undertaken of the scheme at a future meeting of the Committee.

44.
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Further to Minute No. 6 of the Committee meeting held on 18th May 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Twyn Landscapes of Footpath Inspection Reports for the end of June 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Members were advised that information regarding a problem tree identified alongside footpaths 72/21 and 36/86A (Brynamlwg Estate to Gelli Deg) had been reported to the County Council, which was currently investigating responsibility for the tree in question.

It was, therefore, 

RESOLVED – that the inspection reports and further clarification be noted.

45.
NEW KERBSIDE RECYCLING SCHEME

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 2nd September 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Street Scene inviting the Council to be represented at a meeting to be held on Friday 9th October 2009 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Llanelli to discuss the new scheme (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that any member interested in attending the meeting advise the Town Clerk as soon as possible so that the necessary booking arrangements could be completed.
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46.
HAVE YOUR SAY – HEALTH PANELS FOR SEPTEMBER 2009
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Chair of the Patient and Public Involvement Group of Carmarthenshire Local Health Board giving details of the round of Health Panel Sessions arranged for September 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The Council was invited to be represented at one of these meetings.

RESOLVED - that any member interested in attending the meeting advise the Town Clerk as soon as possible so that the necessary booking arrangements could be completed.

47.
ANNUAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE CONFERENCE

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 9th September 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Administration and Law, with enclosures (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The letter confirmed that a total of five places had been set aside for representatives from Carmarthenshire’s community and town councils to attend this event, which would be held in Cardiff on the 14th/15th October 2009.  Places would be confirmed only on receipt of the £50 delegate fee, and the deadline for nominations and payment was 18th September 2009.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

48.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of details of a “Crime and Disorder in our Town and City Centres” Conference to be held from 2nd-4th October 2009 in Chester (copy leaflet having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted; and that attendance at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting of the Association be supported.

49.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
(1)
GRANTS – Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 unless otherwise stated

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in application (d), as the Secretary of the applicant church was personally known to him.  As he considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.
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Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in application (g), as Chairman of the applicant group.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.

Having considered the following applications (copies having been previously circulated to members), it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(a) Wellfield A.F.C. – that a grant of £250 be made;
(b) Guide Dogs – Llanelli and District Branch – that a grant of £200 be made;

(c) Evans and Williams Sports A.F.C. – that a grant of £250 be made;

(d) Emmanuel Baptist Church – that a grant of £300 be made;

(e) Urdd Gobaith Cymru – Carmarthenshire – that a grant of £100 be made;

(f) Llanelli Historical Society – that a grant of £200 be made;

(g) 1st Llanelli Scout Group – that a grant of £300 be made;

(h) Havelock Park Vets Bowling Club – that a grant of £250 be made;

(i) Girlguiding Carmarthenshire – that a grant of £300 be made;

(j) Welsh Kickboxing Team – that a grant of £750 be made;

(k) Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales – that a grant of £300 be made;

(l) The South Wales Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre – that a grant of £300 be made.

(2)  LETTERS OF THANKS

RESOLVED – that the letters of thanks received from Ysgol y Strade (South African Sports Tour), Lleisiau’r Llan and Llanelli A.T.C. Squadron be noted with pleasure.

50.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED – that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following two items be considered in private, and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 be exercised.

51.
COMMUNITY CENTRES – MEMBERS’ INSPECTIONS – MAINTENANCE WORKS AT GLENALLA, LLANERCH AND LAKEFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRES

Further to Minute No. 12 of the Committee meeting held on 15th June 2009, consideration was given to the Tender Report prepared by the Consultant Architects (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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Members were informed that invitations to tender for the works had been sent to three contractors, each of which had responded, and details of the tender submitted by each one were provided for members’ information.
Members’ attention was drawn to the fact that, in view of the small amount of £265 (plus VAT) attributable to the additional work required at Lakefield Community Centre, instructions had been given to WAM Construction Limited (which had undertaken the main contract work at that building) to complete the additional works.  This meant that the tender sums set out in the report referred only to the works required at Glenalla and Llanerch Community Centres.

Members having considered the matter in the light of the Consultant Architect’s Report and supplemental information, it was

RESOLVED as follows – 
(1) That the instruction given to WAM Construction Limited to complete the additional work at Lakefield Community Centre be confirmed and approved.

(2)
That the lowest tender submitted by Mike Hiorns Contractors Limited in the sum of £9,230 (plus VAT) accepted.

52.
IT EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT – OFFICE SERVER

As a result of recent difficulties encountered by staff in the operation of their personal computers, the source of the problem was identified by Carmarthenshire County Council’s IT Officers as the office server.  Accordingly, the County Council had been asked to obtain three quotations for the supply of a new server for use at the office (copies of which having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the lowest quotation submitted by Kelway (UK) Limited in the sum of £2,689 (excluding VAT) be accepted.

The Meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.
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CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

16th September 2009

At a Meeting of the CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 16th September 2009 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors W.G. Thomas (Chairman), M.W. Gimblett, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, R.T. Price, J. Roberts and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and Mrs. J. Williams (Vice-Chairman).

4. The Carmarthenshire Homes Standard – Improving the Quality of our Homes and Environment and Promoting Sustainable Communities

Consideration was given to a draft Sustainable Strategy for the Carmarthenshire Homes Standard received from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Carmarthenshire Homes Standards Principal Project Officer, together with an accompanying Consultation Questionnaire (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The Carmarthenshire Homes Standard was the standard which the County Council’s 9,400 houses would meet by 2014/15.  The standard was developed by the County Council’s tenants for themselves, and had a total investment exceeding £230 million between now and 2014/15, an investment which would bring tremendous opportunities to the County’s communities.

Incorporating sustainability into the Carmarthenshire Homes Standard would, where possible ensure the following –

· A reduction in CO2 emissions
· The promotion of health and well-being in our communities
· A minimising of waste

· Encouragement of recycling

· Conservation of the natural environment

· The creation of employment and training opportunities

· Eradication of fuel poverty
Responses to the consultation were required by 18th September 2009.
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Following a detailed consideration of the document and the consultation questions, and in view of the imminent deadline for responses, it was

RESOLVED – that the Council’s response to the questions be as agreed by the Committee and recorded by the Town Clerk.

5.
National Assembly for Wales – Consultation on proposed Legislative Competence Order relating to Community Councils and Councillor Recruitment, Retention and Allowances

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 4th August 2009 from the Temporary Chair of the National Assembly for Wales’ Legislation Committee No. 2, together with a copy of the proposed Order and the Assembly’s Explanatory Memorandum (copies having been previously circulated to members). 
The Assembly Government wished to amend Part 1 of Schedule 5 to the Government of Wales Act 2006, so as to include matters under Field 12 (local government) relating to –
· Local government at community level

· Public information about local government for communities, counties and county boroughs

· Remuneration of councillors in community, county and county borough councils and of members of National Park Authorities and Fire and Rescue Authorities
· Promoting and supporting membership of community, county and county borough councils

The context for the Assembly Government proposal flowed from three reviews and their associated reports into the circumstances of community councils and of councillors in Wales, namely –

(1) The research study undertaken in 2003 by the University of Wales, Aberystwyth into the role, functions and future potential of community and town councils in Wales

(2) The report of the Councillors Commission “Representing the Future” published in 2007 

(3) The report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales, which reviewed the remuneration structure of councillors in Wales, and was due towards the end of 2009.
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The Assembly Government had resolved to bring forward the Legislative Competence Order now being consulted upon, which sought to confer powers on the Assembly to legislate in relation to the areas identified by the reviews.
The Council’s views on the draft Order and its response to the five consultation questions were invited by the deadline of 18th September 2009.
Following a detailed discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that, in view of the imminent deadline for responses, the Council’s response to the consultation questions be as follows –

Q.1
-
The Council supports the general principle that legislative competence in the areas identified in matters 12.8 – 12.17 in the draft Legislative Competence Order be conferred on the Assembly.
Q.2
-
The Council considers that the terms or scope of the proposed Order are sufficient.

Q.3
-
The Council supports the inclusion of each of the Matters contained in the proposed Order.

Q.4
-
The Council has no objection to the specific exclusions to Matter 12.9.

Q.5
-
The Council has no other comment to make relating to the proposed Order.

6.
REVIEW OF GAMBLING POLICY

Further to Minute No. 10 of the Committee meeting held on 11th October 2006, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a consultation document received from Carmarthenshire County Council (copies of which, together with copies of the current Gambling Policy, having been previously circulated to members).

The document confirmed that the County Council had identified the following sections of the current Gambling Policy which required to be reviewed –

(1) Part A(7) – Enforcement

It was proposed to amend the existing policy to reflect the enforcement concordat agreed between the Gambling Commission, Licensing Authorities and the Association of Chief Police Officers.
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(2)  PART B(9) – PREMISES LICENCES


(a)  Split Premises
It was proposed to amend Section 9 of the current policy to reflect the statutory guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.


(b)  Premises Ready for Gambling
It was proposed to amend Section 9 of the current policy to reflect Section 7.60 of the statutory guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.


(3)  PART C(23) – TEMPORARY USE NOTICES

It was proposed to amend Section 23 of the current policy to reflect paragraphs 14.4 and 14.5 of the statutory guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.

Responses to the consultation were required by 9th October 2009.

Following a detailed discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the Council’s recommended response to the consultation document be as follows –

(1) That no objection be made to the proposed amendments to the current Gambling Policy, on the understanding that every effort was made to enforce the Policy.

(2) That, as regards any future Gambling Policy review consultation exercises, the County Council be asked to set out the exact wording of the changes to the policy which were being proposed, in order to assist consultees in more easily identifying the changes and determining how they should respond.

The Meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.
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TOWN TWINNING COMMITTEE

21st September 2009

At a Meeting of the TOWN TWINNING COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 21st September 2009 at 5.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)(Chairman),              M.J.P. Burns, A.H. Hitchman, R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees (Vice-Chairman) and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor).

APOLOGIES:
Councillors J.E. Jones, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen and W.G. Thomas.

Also in Attendance:
Mr. J.C. Williams, M.B.E. and Mrs. Cecily Lloyd, Chairman and Hon. Secretary respectively of the Llanelli and District Twinning Association.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman (Councillor C.C. Lucas) welcomed everyone to the meeting, and informed all present that Councillor J.E. Jones had recently been admitted to hospital.  On behalf of the Committee he asked that members’ best wishes for a speedy recovery be conveyed to Councillor Jones.

7.
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LLANELLI/AGEN TWINNING LINK

Further to Minute No. 4 of the Committee meeting held on 16th July 2009, members further discussed the arrangements for the reciprocal visit to Llanelli in 2010.
Members were given detailed information regarding the following:

· other events being held in the Llanelli area during the month of May
· the provisional accommodation arrangements made for the visitors
· a provisional itinerary and invitation list

· the non-availability of European grant funding
· the provisional transport arrangements
· options for the special 20th Anniversary concert
· possible items for inclusion in the visitors’ welcome packs.

Following a detailed discussion on all the matters raised, it was

RESOLVED as follows –
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(1) That a formal invitation be extended to M. Jean Dionis du Sejour, the Mayor of Agen and 11 other Agen representatives to visit Llanelli for the reciprocal 20th Anniversary celebration to be held over the weekend of the 7th to 10th May 2010.

(2) That the provisional accommodation booking made with the Stradey Park Hotel be approved and confirmed with the hotel by the Town Clerk.
(3) That the provisional transport arrangements be confirmed.

(4) That the information regarding the non-availability of European funding be noted.
(5) That the provisional itinerary and invitation list be agreed subject to further discussion prior to final approval. 

(6) That the assistance of the County Music Organiser in finalising arrangements for proposed concert be noted and accepted with thanks;  and that the Town Clerk be authorised to continue his discussions regarding the concert details along the lines suggested by the Committee.
(7) That further details be obtained regarding items for the visitors’ welcome packs.

The Meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.
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LLANELLY HOUSE COMMITTEE

25th September 2009

At a Meeting of the LLANELLY HOUSE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Friday, 25th September 2009 at 5.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. J. Williams (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, W.J. Lemon, C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil, R.T. Price and Mrs. L.J. Stedman (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGY:
Councillor K.D. Rees.

7.
STEPNEY CHINESE ARMORIAL DINNER SERVICE
Further to Minute No. 6(6) of the Committee meeting held on 28th July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 6th August 2009 from Mr. William Wilkins, Project Director (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter confirmed that the National Heritage Memorial Fund had awarded a grant of £154,000 to the CHRT towards the acquisition of part of this great 18th century dinner service.  The 125 pieces of the service were currently in the United States of America and, following the completion of the purchase, they would be stored by the National Museum of Wales with some pieces displayed alongside their permanent collection until the restoration of Llanelly House was completed.  

RESOLVED – that the letter be noted with pleasure.

8.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960

RESOLVED – that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following item be considered in private, and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 be exercised.

9.
PROGRESS REPORT

Further to Minute No. 6 of the Committee meeting held on 28th July 2009, the Chairman (Councillor Mrs. J. Williams) welcomed Mr. Robert Parker, CHRT Secretary, to the meeting and invited him to make his report on the current position.
Mr. Parker thanked the Chairman and members for the invitation to attend the meeting, and gave details to members of the extent of the work involved in progressing the project since April.
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Although, as previously reported, the Consultants’ Team had completed all the necessary design and contract document preparation work, the tender procurement exercise could not be commenced until the Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) had determined the Convergence Fund grant application.  Every indication suggested that the grant decision was imminent.

Details were provided of the extent of the procurement exercise that would have to be undertaken to meet the requirements of WEFO, and the work that would need to be done by the CHRT’s two members of staff, with the support and assistance of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Procurement Section.
Members’ attention was drawn to the following issues:

(1) The cost of the work undertaken by the Consultants’ Team on a contingency basis since April 2009 was being addressed, and further developments were currently awaited.
(2) Discussions had taken place between officers of the CHRT, Carmarthenshire County Council and the Town Council regarding payment of the interest charges on the loan which the CHRT had negotiated with Finance Wales.  This loan would cover the restoration work contractor’s payments pending the receipt of grant instalments.  Both Councils were being asked to consider meeting the interest charges between them.

(3) The need to continue the employment of the CHRT to staff following 30th September 2009, so that work on the procurement issues could continue uninterrupted.  As grant funding would not be available until the posts had been procured afresh, funding was needed to meet the staffing and ancillary costs for the month of October, pending the completion of this procurement exercise.  The Town Council was asked to consider the provision of financial assistance in this regard.
A range of questions was then put to Mr. Parker by members, and in giving his replies Mr. Parker elaborated further on a number of detailed points.  At the conclusion of the question and answer session, Mr. Parker withdrew from the meeting.

Following a further detailed discussion, and with the benefit of a financial forecast presented by the Responsible Financial Officer, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the information regarding the Consultants’ Team contingency work fees be noted.
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(2) That the Council agree in principle to make a contribution towards the interest payments due on the Finance Wales loan, with payments to commence following the start of the 2010/2011 financial year.

(3) That, in order to ensure that the two CHRT members were retained during a critical period of the project, the Council make a grant of £7,500 to cover their salary and ancillary costs for the month of October 2009.

The meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.

