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LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING

6th January 2010
At an ORDINARY MEETING of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 6th January 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Presiding)

Councillors
	Bigyn Ward

M.J.P. Burns

Ms. Ff.S. Larsen

R.T. Price

D. Thomas (Deputy Town

     Mayor)
 


	Elli Ward


	Glanymor Ward
A.H. Hitchman

J.E. Jones 
W.J. Lemon

Mrs. L.J. Stedman



Lliedi Ward
Tyisha Ward

K.D. Rees
C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)
W.G. Thomas
R.P. Neil

J. Roberts
APOLOGIES:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, M.W. Gimblett, Ms. J.C. Isaac, D.H. Skivington and Mrs. J. Williams.
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102.
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) welcomed Council members, Ms. Chantelle Rees (local press representative) and Sergeant Justin Evans of Dyfed-Powys Police to the first meeting of 2010 and wished everyone a happy new year.
On a sadder note, the Town Mayor informed members of the passing of Councillor J.E. Jones’ brother after a long illness prior to the Christmas holiday.  On behalf of all Council members he extended to Councillor Jones and his family his sincere condolences on their sad loss.  Members then stood in silent tribute as a token of respect.

103.
COLESHILL SOCIAL CENTRE

Councillor D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting during the discussion and voting thereon.
Further to Minute No. 96 of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd December 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 8th December 2009 sent by Mr. Mark James, Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire County Council to Mr. J.A.G. Antoniazzi, Chairman of the Llanelli Committee for Disabled, and copied to him (copies having been previously circulated to members).  

In the light of that correspondence, the Town Mayor extended a warm welcome to Dr. Brickchand Ramruttun, Manager of the Carmarthenshire County Council/ Carmarthenshire Local Health Board’s Health, Social Care and Well-Being Partnership, and invited him to give members a short presentation on the future proposals for the Coleshill Residential Home, which included the Social Centre.
Dr. Ramruttun thanked the Mayor for his welcome and informed the meeting that he was the County Council officer leading on the development of Coleshill on behalf of the Partnership.  He was acquainted with the history of the building, and in particular the financial assistance given by the Town Council to ensure that the Social Centre was part of it.
However, it had fallen into disrepair over the last few years, and from consultation undertaken with a number of people who attended there, it was clear that they felt the general facilities were no longer relevant.  It was also found that there was a total lack of engagement on the part of young people, which was worrying.

He confirmed that the COASTAL funding bid had been unsuccessful, as it could not be used for capital expenditure.  However, working in conjunction with officers of the County Council’s Regeneration Department in putting together a bid for capital funding to redevelop Llanelli Town Centre, it was hoped to secure some of that funding to bring about the complete refurbishment of Coleshill.
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From feedback received, it was clear that a facility was needed to provide a greater level of support for people from Llanelli and beyond, and it was hoped that sufficient funding could be obtained to create a centre for inclusive living, where help and support could be provided for people with a range of disabilities to enable them to lead independent lives.  In essence, there would be a one-stop shop to provide –

(1) Information and advice on benefits, work-related issues, health and social care support, career help and items of equipment;

(2) Suitable rehabilitation, e.g. physiotherapy provided on site by hospital-based physiotherapists to enable people to get back to work;
(3) Assistance for the unemployed, in particular those with disabilities, to help them create small businesses.  It was hoped that European funding from the Collaborative Communities Project would provide funding for this element;
(4) Training, e.g. IT, woodwork, pottery.  It was stressed that such training would not be duplicating, but rather complementing training provided by other training providers.

(5) Although funding had not yet been secured, it was hoped to provide a state-of-the-art facility at Coleshill for the benefit of people with disability, with a need to make it sustainable within a four-year period.

He, therefore, welcomed any input from members of the Town Council as regards the facilities to be provided at Coleshill in the future, particularly as the project was still in its infancy.
Arising from a number of questions which were then put to Dr. Ramruttun by members, the following additional information was provided –

(i) It was disappointing to report that it had not been possible to locate the Hydrotherapy Pool at Coleshill on Planning grounds, namely an inadequate location which would have resulted in unsuitable access provision.  However, it was Dr. Ramruttun’s view that it might not have been the best location in any event, and that a better one would hopefully be found.  He was currently helping the Hydrotherapy Pool Committee to form a social enterprise that could attract the funding necessary to provide and manage the facility.  Both the County Council and Carmarthenshire Local Health Board continued to support the project.

(ii) As regards the unresolved and as yet unsigned Agreement regarding the Social Centre, to which the Llanelli Committee for Disabled, the County Council and Town Council were to be parties, he was hopeful that it could be finalised once funding had been achieved for the refurbishment project.
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(iii) There was no Plan B in place in the event that the grant funding was not secured.  In such an eventuality, the future of Coleshill would have to be re-considered.  
(iv) On the question of sustainability, members were informed that, although the County Council could not state categorically how many users would use the refurbished facilities at Coleshill, it was estimated that it would be in the region of 400 adults and approximately 250 young persons from the age of 14, a total of approximately 700, provided appropriate facilities were put in place.

(v) There would be a need for a suitably-established enterprise to manage and run the facility once the post-grant period of four and half years had expired.  This would require financial input from the County Council and hopefully other bodies and partners, which could perhaps include the Town Council.  He stressed that this would be necessary because the new facility would never be commercially viable.
(vi) Dr. Ramruttun promised to look into the reasons for the closure of the disabled workshops at Gwaith Tre Elli, to see what lessons might be learned from that decision, which had been such a disappointment at the time it was made.
Dr. Ramruttun concluded by repeating his earlier point that what he had presented to members were simply the early thoughts of the County Council, in consultation with other interested parties, regarding the proposed refurbishment project.  The project was still very much at an early stage, and he hoped that there could be further opportunities to meet members of the Town Council on an interactive basis in order to achieve the best possible result at Coleshill.
The Town Mayor having then thanked him for his very informative presentation and for the manner in which he responded to members’ questions,  Dr. Ramruttun withdrew from the meeting.

Following a further brief discussion by members, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the letter of the 8th December 2009 from the Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire County Council be noted.

(2) That further developments with regard to the proposed Coleshill Project be awaited.
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(3) That the Town Clerk provide all members of the Council with copies of the original draft Agreement relating to the Social Centre so that members could familiarise themselves with the content, albeit that it would need to be revised to take account of the changes that had taken place since it was first prepared.

104.
VERIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the following Minutes of the Town Council, its Committees and Joint Committees (prints of which having been previously circulated to members) be taken as read, and the same are hereby verified, received and confirmed respectively:-

Llanelli Town Council
2nd December 2009

Llanelli Joint Burial Authority
11th November 2009

Planning and Development Committee
7th December 2009

Building and Finance Committee
14th December 2009

Consultation Scrutiny Committee
17th December 2009

Ex-Town Mayors’ Committee
22nd December 2009

105.
MATTERS ARISING
(1)
HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD – HOSPITAL CAR PARKING CHARGES 
With reference to Minute No. 93(1) of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd December 2009, the Town Clerk reported that a reply was still awaited from the Hywel Dda Local Health Board.

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write a further letter to the Health Board pressing for a reply.
(2)
REQUEST FOR AUTHORITY FOR EXPENDITURE – PLANNING APPLICATIONS S/18743 (STRADEY PARK, LLANELLI), S/19221 (MACHYNYS WEST, LLANELLI) AND S/21068 (UPPER PARK STREET AND ISLAND PLACE, LLANELLI)
Councillor M.J.P. Burns declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Planning Committee.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Planning Committee.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
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With reference to Minute No. 93(7) of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd December 2009 and to Minute No. 82 of the Building and Finance Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, the Town Clerk reported that no reply had been received from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning to his request that the deadline for a response to the Environmental Statements relating to these developments be extended to February 2010.  He further confirmed that no reply had been received from the Countryside Council for Wales to the analysis prepared by Councillor W.G. Thomas which he had forwarded at the Committee’s request.
Councillor W.G. Thomas then provided members with further detailed information regarding the level of untreated sewage which he contended was being discharged into the Burry Estuary, and which he felt more than amply justified the request submitted to the County Council for more time to enable the Town Council to obtain proper advice.  He considered that any decision to allow the three developments in question to proceed at the present time would show a complete disregard for the current sewage discharge problem affecting the Burry Inlet, which he felt would be exarcebated.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows – 
(1) That the information provided by the Town Clerk be noted.

(2) That replies be awaited from the County Council’s Head of Planning and the Countryside Council for Wales.

Councillors Burns and Rees then returned to the meeting.

106.
POLICE MATTERS


(1)  MEMBERS’ MATTERS

The Town Clerk reported that no matters had been received from members since the last Council meeting.  
Councillor W.G. Thomas informed Sergeant Evans that, in view of the continuing serious problems caused by unlawful parking at the junction of Erw Road and Brynmor Road near the Doctors’ Surgery, it had been suggested to him that vertical yellow lines might be painted on the kerbs as well as on the road in order to reinforce the current parking prohibition, and hopefully to act as an improved deterrent to such unauthorised parking.  Sergeant Evans, in response, informed the meeting that he would need to check the position regarding the painting of these additional lines with the County Council’s Highways Departments, and report back to the next Council meeting.  
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The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) advised members that he had been pursuing this very matter was currently Mr. John McEvoy of the County Council, and that as a result the County Council were currently looking further into the possibility of introducing red lines totally prohibiting parking at this particular location.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that Sergeant Evans’ further report to the next Council meeting be awaited.

(2)  SERIOUS INCIDENTS
At the invitation of the Town Mayor, Sergeant Evans gave a brief report on two serious incidents which had occurred recently, namely a shooting incident at Llanelli Railway Station and a robbery at Furnace Post Office.
RESOLVED – that Sergeant Evans’ brief report be noted.


(3)  LETTER

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 23rd November 2009 from Chief Superintendent Steve Mears confirming that he had recently been appointed Divisional Commander for the Carmarthenshire Division of Dyfed-Powys Police.

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to convey members’ congratulations to Chief Superintendant Mears on his appointment.

107.
CAEMAEN AND ST. PAUL’S RESIDENTIAL HOMES

Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  He declared a further personal interst in this matter, as his mother was a member of staff at Caemaen Residential Home.  As he considered that the latter was also a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.  During his absence, the Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor D. Thomas) took the Chair.

Councillors A.H. Hitchman and R.P. Neil declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of the St. Paul’s and Caemaen Action Committee.  As they also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, they both withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  He declared a further personal interest in this matter, as his father was currently receiving nursing care.  As he considered that the latter was also a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
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Councillors M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, R.T. Price and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as they did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, they all remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 95 of the Town Council meeting held on 1st December 2009, the Town Clerk reported an exchange of correspondence between him and Carmarthenshire County Council’s Director of Social Care, Health and Housing (copies of which having been previously circulated to members).  

The Director shared the Council’s concern that the press had reported the closure of the homes before there had been an opportunity to brief staff, residents and relatives in advance of the formal presentation of the County Council’s proposals paper and the consultation process.

Enclosed with the Director’s letter were two discussion documents outlining the direction of travel for Carmarthenshire County Council to deliver opportunities for older people to live healthily and safely in their own homes.  These proposals were being discussed at the 2nd December 2009 meeting of the County Council’s Joint Housing, Health and Social Care Committees before members recommended not to go out to consultation at this stage but to establish a Task and Finish Group to look at flexible care and housing choices for old people.
The Task and Finish Group would examine in detail the proposals set out in the two discussion documents and would report back to the County Council’s Executive Board in June.  Any decisions taken by the County Council would be subject to extensive consultation, and an assurance was given that the Town Council would be involved in any consultation process that arose from the work of the Task and Finish Group.
Members noted the content of the two discussion papers, but made the point that these were concerned with the County-wide strategy, whereas the Town Council was looking for answers in respect of the two specific homes in Llanelli.  Following a discussion, it was, therefore,

RESOLVED – that the letter and discussion papers be noted.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that an invitation be extended to Mr. Bruce McLernon, Carmarthenshire County Council’s Director of Social Care, Health and Housing to a future Council meeting to address members on the issues pertinent to the two homes at Caemaen and St. Paul’s.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to seek from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Standards Committee dispensations to allow Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, A.H. Hitchman, J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), R.P. Neil and Mrs. J. Williams to take a full part in any future discussion and voting on the future of the two care homes in question.
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108.
PADDLING POOLS IN THE TOWN COUNCIL’S AREA
Councillors M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, R.T. Price and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as they did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, they all remained in the meeting and took full part in the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 25 of the Town Council meeting held on 3rd June 2009, consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Town Clerk (copies having been previously circulated to members).  

In the ensuing discussion, some members felt that the Council should only consider supporting the two splash parks that were proposed for Havelock and Penyfan Parks.
However, other members felt that no decision could be taken in respect of any of the five paddling pools due to the lack of sufficient detailed information on the full implications.
Members were mindful of the set of guiding principles agreed at the 14th September meeting of the Building and Finance Committee [Minute No. 42 (1) refers] which should inform any discussions regarding the devolution of services by the County Council, namely –
· Any transfer of service should result in an improvement on the service already being provided

· The service should have a component of community involvement
· Any devolved involvement should be financially sustainable

· Core funding should transfer to the new service provider, and there should be no “double rating” of Council tax payers
· There should be a strong component of training for local employees

Whilst the Council welcomed the opportunity to consider the devolution of services, any agreement on the part of the Town Council to accept responsibility for such services would have to be in accordance with these guiding principles.

Following a detailed discussion, it was, therefore,
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RESOLVED – That, on the basis of the information currently available, the Town Council do not accept future responsibility for the five paddling pools at Crown Park, Havelock Park, Parc y Dre, Parc Howard and Penyfan Park. 
FURTHER RESOLVED – That the Council remain fully prepared to consider the possible devolution of services from the County Council.

109.
HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD – HOSPITAL CAR PARK – PARKING CHARGES

Councillor A.H. Hitchman declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of the Committee for the Improvement of Hospital Services.  As he considered this was also a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of the Hospital League of Friends and a member of the Committee for the Improvement of Hospital Services.  As he also considered these to be prejudicial interests, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Further to Minute No. 88 of the Town Council meeting held on 4th November 2009, the Town Clerk reported an exchange of correspondence between him and Mrs. Edwina Hart, Welsh Assembly Minister for Health and Social Services (copies having been previously circulated to members).  In her letter of reply to the Town Clerk, the Minister concluded that it would not be constructive for her to meet representatives of the Council and the Committee for the Improvement of Hospital Services.

Members expressed huge disappointment at the Minister’s reply, which denied the opportunity for the Council and Committee representatives to discuss their concerns with her.  It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the correspondence be noted.

(2) That the Town Clerk be authorised to request the Welsh Assembly Government’s newly-appointed First Minister to use his good offices to facilitate the requested meeting with the Minister.

110.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter as Secretary of the Association’s Welsh Region.  However, as this was not also considered to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.
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The Town Clerk reported the receipt of details of a forthcoming “Tackling Climate Change – Protecting Our Environment” conference to be held in York from 22nd January 2010 (copy leaflet having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

111.
CARMARTHENSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTARY SERVICES

Councillor D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter as a County Council–nominated Trustee of the Association.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a Nomination Form for the Association’s Board of Trustees (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The Council, as a member of the Association, was entitled to nominate a representative.

RESOLVED – that the matter be noted.

112.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

RESOLVED – that the undermentioned matters (copies of which having been previously circulated to members) be noted:

(1) National Public Health Service for Wales – Swine Flu Pandemic Weekly Report, 3rd December 2009;

(2) Welsh Assembly Government – Media Release: ‘Health Minister Announces New Money for Smoking Prevention’;

(3) Fairtrade Wales – E-bulletin, December 2009;

(4) Menter Cwm Gwendraeth – Minutes of A.G.M. held on 21st January 2009.
The Meeting concluded at 7.55 p.m.
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

9 December 2009
At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 9 December 2009 at 4:00 pm.

Present: 
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), S.M. Donoghue, W.J. Lemon and K.D. Rees.
63.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs T.D Bowen, S.L. Davies, T.J. Jones and J. Williams.

64.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

65.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings.


Ordinary Meeting          -
      11 November 2009

66.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS

RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report for October 2009 and the provisional report for November 2009 be noted.

67.
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedule of payments for October 2009, which revealed expenditure for the month amounted to £18,494.88.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

68.
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS

RESOLVED that in accordance with Minute No.45 (10 December 2003), this year’s Christmas holiday arrangements at the cemetery be confirmed as detailed below, with two and a half days annual leave being added to employees’ annual leave entitlement for 2009/2010.
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Thursday
24

December
2009
  Christmas Eve (finish at 12.00 noon)

Friday
25

December
2009
  Christmas Day

Saturday
26

December
2009
  Boxing Day

Sunday
27

December
2009
  Non Working day 

Monday
28

December
2009
  Bank Holiday (in lieu of Boxing Day)

Tuesday
29

December
2009
  Locally agreed holiday

Wednesday
30

December
2009
  Normal working day

Thursday
31

December
2009
  New Year’s Eve (normal working day)

Friday
1

January
2010
  New Year’s Day

Saturday
2

January
2010
  Non working day

Sunday
3

January
2010
  Non working day

Monday
4

January
2010
  Resume normal work pattern


69.
DRAINAGE INFRASTRUCTURE PROBLEMS

The Cemetery Manager outlined areas within the cemetery which were prone to excess flooding namely Section 7, Section 5F and Gardens of Remembrance 3 and 4.  Members were informed why the flooding was so severe in these areas and then considered proposals for improving conditions together with the associated costs, which amounted to £1750.  The Cemetery Manager stated that no budget provision was available to do the work and if approved the money would have to be drawn from general reserves.  After a brief discussion it was

RESOLVED that the report be accepted and approval be given to install new drainage infrastructure in the said sections and that the costs be met from general reserves.

70.
LANDSCAPING - SECTION 9

The Cemetery Manager outlined plans to landscape an area within section 9.  Members were informed that before any landscaping could take place a large amount of trees and hedgerow had to be cut back and this had to be done at the earliest opportunity due to the protection controls of nesting birds during the spring and summer seasons.  The Cemetery Manager stated that the work would cost £1600 but no budget provision was available and if approved the money would have to be drawn from general reserves.  After a brief discussion it was

RESOLVED that the report be accepted and the cost of the work be met from general reserves.

71.
LLANELLI CREMATORIUM LTD – PAYMENT OF RENT
The Secretary informed Members that he had received a letter from Llanelli Crematorium Ltd. applying for permission to pay the rent payment monthly by Direct Debit.  After a brief discussion it was 
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RESOLVED that Direct Debit payment request be accepted provided the company does not default on payments otherwise the remaining annual balance of the rent will be pursued in full.

72.
SEASONAL GREETINGS

The Chairman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year.

……………....................................

The Meeting concluded at 4:15 pm

……………………………............
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

11th January 2010

At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 11th January 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

Present:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett (Chairman), A.H. Hitchman, Ms. J.C. Isaac (Vice-Chairman), J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor), Ms. Ff.S. Larsen,            R.T. Price, Mrs. L.J. Stedman and Mrs. J. Williams.

Apologies:
Councillors J. Roberts and D.H. Skivington.

27.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman (Councillor M.W. Gimblett) welcomed members to the first meeting of 2010 and wished all present a happy new year.
28.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT


(1)  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in application S/22194, as a friend of the applicants.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in application S/22240, as the applicant was an acquaintance of his.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the undermentioned applications which had been sent to the Town Council by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning for its consideration and observations.

RESOLVED – that the comments shown in column 3 hereunder be forwarded to the Head of Planning:-
	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22128

Ms. Vanessa Phillips,

Falcon Chambers,

Thomas Street,

Llanelli.  SA15 3JB


	Application for Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use.


	Approval recommended.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22162

Mr. Colin Bain,

Dragon 24 LLP,

Dragon 24, North Dock,

Llanelli. SA15 2LF

S/22176

Carmarthenshire County Council, Llanelli Beach,

Millennium Coastal Path, North Dock, Llanelli.

S/22177

Mr. Phillip Davies,

25 Coleshill Terrace,

Llanelli. SA15 3BT

S/22194

Mr./Mrs. Dean Jenkins,

3 Stradey Park Avenue,

Llanelli. SA15 3EG


	Powder coated aluminium cut out sign fixed to side of tower indicating name of development with associated floodlighting.
Coastal defence works – stub groyne as part of the maintenance management of the coastal defences at Llanelli Beach.

Demolition of existing lean-to rear extension and construction of new larger single storey lean-to extension providing utility room and shower room.
Proposed rear two storey extension spanning nearly the full width of the property.

	Approval recommended.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours    being consulted.
Approval recommended subject to neighbours    being consulted.

Refusal recommended on the ground that the width of the proposed extension would allow insufficient space for exterior maintenance work to be undertaken from within the property boundary.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22222

Mr. Phillip Bowen,

23/25 Regalia Terrace,

Llanelli. SA15 1LN

S/22240

Mr. Robert Hughes,

4 Courtney Road,

Llanelli. SA15 3LB


	Change of use from storage rooms to hairdressing salon.

Single storey rear extension with loft conversion.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours    being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours    being consulted.




(2) APPLICATION S/19924 – RESIDENTIAL – NEW BUILD (8 x 1 BEDROOM FLATS) – REFURBISHMENT (4 x 1 BEDROOM FLATS) AT BUCKLEYS BREWERY SITE (PHASE 3), THOMAS STREET, LLANELLI
Further to Minute No. 26(1) of the Committee meeting held on 10th November 2008, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 23rd December 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning (copies having been previously circulated to members).
The letter confirmed that the Local Planning Authority had received amended plans and additional information in respect of the proposed development, and the Committee was invited to submit any observations thereon.
The Consultant Architect confirmed that he had checked the amended plans and spoken to the Planning Case Officer, and informed members that the amendments to the original application (to which the Council had made no objection) were minor.  He did not, therefore, consider that the Committee should change its original decision.
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that no objection be made to the amended plans.
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(3) APPLICATION S/21050 – CHANGE OF USE OF GROUND FLOOR FROM B1 (OFFICE) TO A1 (SHOP) AT FALCON CHAMBERS, THOMAS STREET, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 11(3) of the Committee meeting held on 6th July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 21st December 2009 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning confirming that an Appeal had been lodged with the National Assembly for Wales against the decision of Carmarthenshire County Council to refuse planning permission for this development.
Members were also reminded of application no. S/22128 considered earlier in the meeting, where the applicant was seeking a Lawful Development Certificate.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(4) APPLICATION S/22051 – PROPOSED FACTORY EXTENSION AT HARRIES AUTOMATION LTD., UNIT 8 TROSTRE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 24(1) of the Committee meeting held on 7th December 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of confirmation from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning that this application had been withdrawn.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

The Meeting concluded at 6.10 p.m.

- 265 -

SENIOR CITIZENS’ DAY CENTRE JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

13th January 2010

At a Meeting of the SENIOR CITIZENS’ DAY CENTRE JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE held at the Town Hall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 13th January 2010 at 6.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors J. Roberts (Vice-Chairman)(Presiding), H.J. Evans, M.L. Evans, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Mrs. L.J. Butler, Ms. J.C. Isaac and G.H. Wooldridge (Chairman).

24.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th November 2009 be received, verified and confirmed.
25.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED – that the Financial Report giving details of cumulative income and expenditure for the period 1st April – 31st December 2009 in the sums of £35,859 and £41,853 respectively be approved (copies having been previously circulated to members).

FURTHER RESOLVED – that the supplemental verbal report given by the Finance Officer regarding the discontinuation of payment of the majority of budget head items following the decision taken at the previous Committee meeting to terminate the employment of the Day Centre staff be noted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Finance Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report disclosed that payments made for the period 12th November 2009 – 13th January 2010 in respect of Direct Debit payments, reimbursements, BACS payments and voucher nos. 4193 – 4197 (inclusive) amounted to £16,298.19.
RESOLVED – that the payment of the aforementioned accounts be approved.
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26.
ANNUAL ESTIMATES 2010/2011

Consideration was given to the draft estimates for the 2010/2011 financial year as prepared by the Finance Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).

In the light of the supplemental verbal report given by the Finance Officer under the previous Minute, members noted that there would be a saving of £6,000 to each of the two Councils in the level of contributions actually required from them (£21,000) as compared to the amount budgeted at the start of the financial year (£27,000).  It was also noted that a nil budget was recommended for the forthcoming financial year.
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the draft estimates for 2010/2011 prepared by the Finance Officer be approved.

27.
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT

Now that the Day Centre operation had been discontinued and the staff made redundant, members were asked to consider the possible disposal of the following items of equipment which were considered to be in good condition and capable of resale – two microwave ovens, a gas cooker and small deep fat fryer.
If members were in agreement, it was recommended that a resale price be obtained for the three items in question, and delegated authority be granted to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to determine if these were reasonable and, in that event, to authorise the sale of the said items.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – to proceed as recommended.

28.
FUTURE OF LLANELLI Y.M.C.A.

Further to Minute No. 21 of the Committee meeting held on 11th November 2009, members were given a further update on the present position by the Secretary and Finance Officer.

Now that all the survey and inspection reports were to hand, it was anticipated that a meeting of the Trustees’ Management Committee would be convened before the end of the month, when it was expected that a decision would be taken as to the way forward.  It was also anticipated that further discussions would take place with Carmarthenshire County Council in order to seek a solution to the dilapidations problem.
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Particular reference was made to the Insurance Surveyor’s report which had now been received, and which had concluded that the building was in very poor condition and considered unsafe for occupation at present.  As a result, the insurers felt unable to continue the existing cover on a re-instatement basis, and were proposing to restrict future cover to debris removal for fire, aircraft and explosion perils only.  This cover was also subject to confirmation that a number of risk improvements had been complied with, in particular the disconnection of gas, electricity and water services to the property.
Obviously it was a matter for the Trustees to determine the best course of action, but in view of members’ interests in the matter, it was felt that, if possible, representatives of the Committee attend the Trustees’ Management Committee meeting as observers.

In regard to the Insurance Surveyor’s report, it was considered that it would be prudent to disconnect the services to the Day Centre, if this was feasible.

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the report of the Secretary and Finance Officer be noted.

(2) That the Secretary be asked to seek the permission of the Chairman of the Trustees’ Management Committee for representatives of the Day Centre Joint Management Committee to attend the forthcoming Management Committee meeting as observers.

(3) That authority be gived to the officers to disconnect the gas, electricity and water supplies to the Day Centre, if this could be achieved without affecting the remainder of the building.

The Meeting concluded at 6.50 p.m.
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BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

18th January 2010

At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 18th January 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, W.J. Lemon, C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees,              D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and W.G. Thomas (Vice-Chairman).

90.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUCEMENTS
The Chairman (Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds) welcomed members to the first meeting of 2010 and wished everyone present a happy new year.

The Chairman then informed members of the recent sudden passing of Mr. Idris Lewis, father of Mrs. T.F. Bryant, the Council’s Administrative Assistant/Town Mayor’s Secretary.  On behalf of the Committee, Councillor Edmunds expressed her sincere condolences to the family on their very sad loss.  Members then stood in silence as a token of respect.

91.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer giving a detailed analysis of cumulative income and expenditure for the period between 1st April and 31st December 2009, in the sums of £1,235,639 and £945,861 respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the aforementioned report be adopted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report indicated that cheque payments in respect of voucher nos. 12078 – 12102 (inclusive) amounted to £196,911.60, and that BACS and Direct Debit payments amounted to £37,026.50 respectively.

RESOLVED – that the accounts for payment be approved.
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92.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRINGS

Consideration was given to the written schedule of hirings of all community centres during the month of December 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Members queried the need for the level of detail provided in each monthly report, and questioned whether the information could be simplified onto one sheet.

Members were advised that the current layout and level of detail was an exact copy of the computerised bookings register, and that any refinement of the data would entail further secretarial work. 
Members were also reminded that, with the full re-opening of The Old Vicarage which was now imminent, there would be a gradual transition to information being made available on members’ laptops, which would obviate the need for paper copies.  However, it was stressed that it was important for internal audit purposes that full details of the hirings was made available to members for scrutiny purposes. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the information be noted; and that the status quo prevail.

93.
PADDOCK STREET COMMUNITY CENTRE – CCTV CAMERA
Councillors M.J.P. Burns and W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as this was not also considered to be a prejudicial interest, they both remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.
The Town Clerk reported the receipt of an e-mail message from Mr. Chris Williams, Carmarthenshire County Council Housing Officer dated 16th December 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).  
For the reasons set out in his message, Mr. Williams was seeking Committee consent to site a CCTV camera on the building to monitor the rear of the Maes y Gors housing site, particularly the alleyway and bin area in this vicinity.  The reason for the request was the high level of anti-social behaviour currently being experienced in this area, and the County Council’s wish to monitor the flats from the rear.  Specification details were provided, and it was confirmed that, if consent was granted, the Housing Department would pay for all installation costs.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that consent be granted for the installation of a CCTV camera at the rear of this building, subject to the County Council meeting all installation costs, together with the cost of repairing any damage to the building arising from the camera’s intallation, presence and removal.
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94.
ST. BARNABAS COMMUNITY CENTRE – LLANELLI FAIRTRADE GROUP

Councillor R.P. Neil declared a personal interest in this matter, as Chairman of the Llanelli Fairtrade Group.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in this matter, as Vice-Chairman of the Llanelli Fairtrade Group.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 86 of the Committee meeting held on 19th January 2009, members reviewed the decision made at that meeting to continue the free use by Llanelli Fairtrade Group of a community centre meeting room for its once-monthly meetings over a twelve-month period.
RESOLVED – that the current concession to the Llanelli Fairtrade Group be extended for a further twelve months, on the basis that a Council grant would be provided to offset the hiring charge; and that the arrangement be further reviewed at the end of that period.

Councillors Neil and Lemon then returned to the meeting.

95.
HEALTH AND SAFETY – LEGIONELLA ASSESSMENTS OF COUNCIL BUILDINGS

The Responsible Financial Officer informed members that under the Safety Action Plan prepared by the Consultant Health and Safety Advisers, Ellis Whittam, it was strongly recommended that a number of Legionella risk assessments be undertaken (copies of the relevant section of the Safety Action Plan having been previously circulated to members).

In accordance with this recommendation, the Responsible Financial Officer advised that, following an enquiry of Carmarthenshire County Council, he had been given the contact details of a suitable Legionella Risk Assessor, namely Acorn Chemical Services, which had provided a quotation for undertaking a Legionella Risk Assessment in Glenalla, Lakefield, Llanerch, Paddock Street, Penymorfa, St. Barnabas and Wesleyan community centres, The Old Vicarage, the Selwyn Samuel Indoor Bowls Centre and Stebonheath Park in the total sum of £2,450 (copies having been previously circulated to members).
In view of the urgency, authority had been granted by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to accept the quotation and to instruct the Company to proceed with the assessments as soon as possible.  The Committee was, therefore, requested to approve the decision.
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RESOLVED – that the action taken by the Responsible Financial Officer be noted and confirmed, and that the approval given by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to accept the quotation from Acorn Chemical Services in the total sum of £2,450 be confirmed.

96.
REDUCING THE COUNCIL’S CARBON FOOTPRINT

Consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Town Clerk (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report had been prepared following a request from Councillor D. Thomas that consideration be given to measuring the Council’s carbon footprint throughout its buildings, and to explore possible ways of reducing it.  It was understood that the Carbon Trust could undertake the necessary survey work and advise the Council as to its options.  To assist members, copies of some of the Carbon Trust web pages were attached to the report.  
Members were informed that the Town Clerk had contacted Mr. Owen Jones, CAVS Co-ordinator to the Carmarthenshire Environment Partnership, who has been involved in work of this kind on behalf of the Carmarthenshire Local Services Board, in conjunction with Mr. David Moore of the Carbon Trust.  The Town Clerk had also been in touch with Mr. Moore, and had arranged to meet him to discuss matters in more detail.  
As there was an obvious need for further detailed information on this matter, it was recommended that an invitation be extended to Messrs. Owen Jones and David Moore to attend a future meeting of the Committee to make a suitable presentation to members.

RESOLVED – accordingly.

97.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION
Further to Minute No. 86(1) of the Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from the Council’s Consultant Architects of the following:
(1) Notification of an Extension of Time No. 2 issued on 17th December 2009, giving notice that the contract completion date had been extended to 11th January 2010 for the reasons set out therein;

(2) Practical Completion Certificate issued 12th January 2010, confirming that practical completion of the contract works had been achieved on 11th January 2010, although there were a number of outstanding items still to be completed, as listed in the Certificate (copies of each of which having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the content of the two documents be noted.
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98.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Further to Minute No. 87 of the Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, consideration was given to the written report of the Project Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).   The report dealt with the following:-

(1)  SHOPMOBILITY

Councillors M.J.P. Burns, W.J. Lemon, K.D. Rees and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as this was not also considered to be a prejudicial interest, they each remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 87(1) of the Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, it was reported that the Town Clerk had e-mailed the County Council’s Corporate Property Manager seeking an explanation for the informal decision of the Executive Board not to approve the seemingly agreed annual rental figure of £1,500 for the former Darlows premises but rather to seek contributions from both Llanelli Town and Rural Councils towards the full market rent of £17,000 per annum.  The response of the Rural Council was now awaited before the matter would be reported back to the Executive Board.

The uncertainty which this had caused has again delayed matters.  The further information required by County Council officers for the Business Plan was almost complete, but completion could not be achieved until the rental figure is finally resolved.

A meeting of Community Council representatives was due to be held shortly.  
Members reiterated their acute disappointment regarding the decision taken at the informal meeting of the Executive Board, when it appeared that agreement had previously been reached at a joint meeting of County and Town Council members and officers.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that further developments be awaited.


(2)  PENYMORFA ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT 

Further to Minute No. 78(2) of the Committee meeting held on 17th December 2007, it was reported that the legal formalities which had delayed the commencement of this environmental project had been resolved, and that the contractor had commenced work on site on 4th January 2010.  Details of the works involved were provided for members’ information, and it was hoped that these would take some 4 – 5 weeks to complete, weather permitting.

RESOLVED – that members note with pleasure the commencement of this project.
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(3)  FLOODING FORUM
Councillors M.J.P. Burns and W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as they did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, both members remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 87(5) of the Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, members were provided with details of the latest meeting of the Forum which was held on 8th January 2010.  The meeting was addressed by Mr. Andy Irvine from the Environment Agency, who confirmed a number of matters, as set out in the report.
Details were also provided of the wide-ranging discussion that had taken place on a number of related issues. 

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(4)  SURVEY OF COMMUNITY ASSETS

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation, with a world-renowned reputation in the field of social policy and research, had commissioned the Institute for Voluntary Action Research to undertake a detailed survey into the community ownership and management of assets.

In order to secure the most comprehensive results possible, the Institute was encouraging local community and voluntary organisations to complete the on-line survey forms prior to the deadline of 22nd January 2010.  The survey was aimed at third sector and community groups not community councils.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

99.
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Councillors M.J.P. Burns and W.J. Lemon declared a personal interest in this matter, as members of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as they did not consider this to be a prejudicial interest, both members remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 61 of the Committee meeting held on 19th October 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Twyn Landscapes of footpath inspection reports for the end of December 2009 (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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Following a discussion regarding the way in which the inspection reports were processed, and the need for clarification regarding the respective roles and positions of Carmarthenshire County Council and Llanelli Town Council, particularly in respect of legal liability for accidents, it was
RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the report be noted.

(2) That a suitable report on the respective positions of the County and Town Councils be presented to a future meeting of the Committee.

100.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(1)
GRANTS – Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 unless otherwise stated

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in application (a), as he had attended meetings of the Parc Howard Association in a non-voting capacity.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.
Councillor M.J.P. Burns declared a personal interest in application (a), as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor J.E. Jones declared a personal interest in application (a),  as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor D. Thomas declared a personal interest in application (a), as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in application (b), as a member of the Llanelli and District Neighbourhood Watch.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor J.E. Jones declared a personal interest in application (b), as a member of the Llanelli and District Neighbourhood Watch.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.
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Having considered the following applications (copies having been previously circulated to members), it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(a) Parc Howard Association – that, as it was considered that not enough information had been provided with the application as to the function of the Association and its aims and objectives, an invitation be sent to the Secretary to attend a future Committee meeting to address members and to answer their questions;
(b) Dyfed-Powys Police – Bobby Busters 2010 – that a grant of £300 be made.

Councillor K.D. Rees then returned to the meeting.

(c) Breakthro Llanelli – that, subject to further information being obtained regarding contributions made by other bodies or organisations, a grant of up to £500 be made to cover the costs of creating and maintaining (over a two-year period) a website;
(d) Action for Children – that the application be noted;

(2)  LETTERS OF THANKS

RESOLVED – that the letters of thanks received from Llanelli Ramblers – Festival of Wales 2010 and Carmarthenshire Youth and Children’s Association be noted with pleasure.

The Meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.
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CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

20th January 2010

At a Meeting of the CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Wednesday, 20th January 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors W.G. Thomas (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, R.T. Price, J. Roberts, and D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor).
APOLOGY:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett, J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) and Ms. Ff.S. Larsen.
11.
PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES – CODE OF CONDUCT:  DRAFT GUIDANCE
Consideration was given to a draft of the statutory guidance which the Ombudsman intended to issue under Section 68 of the Local Government Act 2000 in respect of the Model Code of Conduct (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The draft drew heavily on the guidance issued by the Standards Board for England on the English Code of Conduct.  It had been extended and amended to refer to the Welsh Code and to the Welsh context.  It also sought to address issues raised in the responses received to preliminary consultation undertaken with monitoring officers earlier last year.
Following detailed consideration of the document, it was

RESOLVED – that the Council be recommended to approve the draft guidance as drawn.

The Meeting concluded at 6.20 p.m.
