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LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING

3rd February 2010
At an ORDINARY MEETING of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 3rd February 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor)(Presiding)

Councillors
	Bigyn Ward

M.J.P. Burns

Ms. Ff.S. Larsen

R.T. Price

D.H. Skivington

D. Thomas (Deputy Town

     Mayor)
 


	Elli Ward

Mrs. P.J. Edmunds

	Glanymor Ward
J.E. Jones 



Lliedi Ward
Tyisha Ward

Ms. J.C. Isaac
C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)
K.D. Rees
R.P. Neil
W.E. Skinner
J. Roberts

W.G. Thomas
Mrs. J. Williams
APOLOGIES:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett, A.H. Hitchman, W.J. Lemon and        Mrs. L.J. Stedman.
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113.
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Mayor (Councillor J.P. Jenkins) welcomed Council members, Ms. Chantelle Rees (local press representative) and Inspector Eric Evans and his colleague from Dyfed-Powys Police to the meeting.
114.
VERIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the following Minutes of the Town Council, its Committees and Joint Committees (prints of which having been previously circulated to members) be taken as read, and the same are hereby verified, received and confirmed respectively:-

Llanelli Town Council
6th January 2010

Llanelli Joint Burial Authority
9th December 2009
Planning and Development Committee
11th January 2010

Senior Citizens’ Day Centre

      Joint Management Commttee
13th January 2010

Building and Finance Committee
18th January 2010

Consultation Scrutiny Committee
20th January 2010 

115.
POLICE MATTERS

The Town Clerk reported that no matters had been received from members since the last Council meeting. 

However, Inspector Evans was pleased to inform members that Llanelli Neighbourhood Watch had recently been re-formulated, which the Police very much welcomed.  Councillor K.D. Rees explained the reason for the demise of the original Llanelli Neighbourhood Watch, and confirmed that it had been re-formulated as Llanelli Area Neighbourhood Watch 2010.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

116.
PADDLING POOLS IN THE TOWN COUNCIL’S AREA
Councillor J.P. Jenkins (Town Mayor) declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of Carmarthenshire County Council.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.
Further to Minute No. 108 of the Town Council meeting held on 6th January 2010, the Town Clerk reported the subsequent exchange of correspondence which had passed between him and Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Leisure (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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While it was still the view of members that the Council was not in a position to assume responsibility for all five paddling pools within its area, it was nonetheless felt that     the possibility of supporting some of the pools should be further explored.           Further dialogue was, therefore, necessary before any decision could be reached, with the Head of Leisure possibly being invited to attend a future meeting to address members on the issue.
At the conclusion of the discussion, it was, therefore,

RESOLVED – that further dialogue take place before a decision was reached on the possible assumption by the Council of responsibility for some of the paddling pools.
117.
‘LOCAL WORKS’ CAMPAIGN – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Further to Minute No. 98 of the Town Council meeting held on 2nd December 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 5th January 2010 from Nia Griffith, M.P. (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The letter confirmed that this Bill had received its First Reading on 16th December 2009, having commanded genuine cross-party support, as was the case with the Act.  As a Private Members’ Bill, the only way for it to be passed before the General Election would be if the Government was prepared to support it and/or give assistance in making time available to ensure its passage in the current Parliamentary session.  Ms. Griffith also confirmed that she had written to Ministers urging them to do so.

RESOLVED – that the letter be noted.
118.
THE EMILY MARY BURN BEQUEST – CHARITY NO. 217248
Consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Town Clerk (copies having been previously circulated to members).  
The report outlined the history of the bequest, which dated back to 1953, and confirmed that since 1974 the Town Council had undertaken the responsibility of the former Llanelly Corporation for administering this charitable trust.  

For the reasons set out in the report, it was clear that the original purpose of the trust could no longer be fulfilled, and accordingly it was recommended that the trust be wound-up.  It was open to the Council members as trustees of the trust to make use of a statutory power contained in the Charities Act 1993 (as amended by the Charities Act 2006) to remove the general restriction on spending the permanent endowment of the trust if –
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· They were satisfied that the purposes of the charity could be carried out more effectively if they used the charity’s permanent endowment as well as its income, rather than income on its own.

· They passed a formal resolution that the permanent endowment restriction be removed from this charitable fund.

Details of the balances in the Charity’s current and deposit accounts held at HSBC bank were provided.  Members were also informed that the transfer of the two accounts from the now defunct Llanelly Window Garden Committee into the names of Councillors W.G. Thomas and Mrs. J. Williams, Responsible Financial Officer and the Town Clerk had recently been finalised as the first stage in the proposed winding-up process.

Following the ensuing discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows – 

(1) That the transfer of the two bank accounts into the names of the four named Council representatives be approved.

(2) That the Council agree in principle to the winding-up of this Charity on the ground that its original purpose could no longer be fulfilled.
(3) That, prior to the Council passing a formal winding-up resolution, authority be given to the Town Clerk to contact all the primary schools and Coedcae Comprehensive school (being the schools within the Town Council’s area, attended by pupils up to the age of 14), together with any local children’s charity which met the same criterion to see whether any of them undertook flower or plant growing activities as part of the pupils’ activities, so as to determine whether the trust funds could be distributed in accordance with the advice received from the Charity Commission.

119.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT PAY 2010/11
Councillor C.C. Lucas declared a personal interest in this matter, as Regional Officer for the trade union Unite, which was one of the unions involved in the pay negotiations.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 20th January 2010 from the National Employers’ Organisation for Local Government Services (with its two enclosures) (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter confirmed that the employees had now informed the three trade unions (UNISON, GMB and Unite) that they were unable to offer any increase in pay for 2010/11.
RESOLVED – that the letter and its enclosures be noted.
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120.
THE REFORM OF COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCILS IN WALES

Councillor C.C. Lucas declared a personal interest in this matter, as Regional Officer for the trade union Unite, one of the trades unions consulted in relation to the proposed reform.  However, as he did not also consider this to be a prejudicial interest, he remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

Councillor Mrs. J. Williams declared a personal interest in this matter, as a member of the Carmarthenshire Community Health Council.  However, as she did not consider this to be a prejudicial interest, she remained in the meeting without taking part in the discussion and voting thereon.

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a Welsh Assembly Government consultation report dated January 2010, together with a Media Release dated 29th January 2010 entitled “Health Minister outlines new structural Community Health Councils”, and an advertisement for applicants wishing to be appointed to the new Community Health Councils (copies having been previously circulated to members).
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

121.
LINKS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 28th January 2009(sic) from the Charity’s Co-ordinator, enclosing some background information relating to the Charity (copies having been previously circulated to members).  In the letter an invitation was extended to the Council to consider nominating a representative to sit on the Charity’s Management Committee.

RESOLVED – that any member wishing to put his/her name forward as the Council’s representative on the Links Management Committee notify the Town Clerk.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that, in the event that a member wished to take up the invitation, the Town Clerk be authorised firstly to establish the extent of the responsibilities attached to the position, particularly whether it involved any trustee responsibility.
122.
ONE VOICE WALES – BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY 20TH JULY 2010

Further to Minute No. 138 of the Town Council meeting held on 4th March 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 11th January 2010 from the Chief Executive of One Voice Wales (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter reported that confirmation had been received from the Lord Chamberlain’s office that Her Majesty would be hosting a garden party at Buckingham Palace on 20th July 2010, and that One Voice Wales had been allocated 32 invitations for its member councils.  The Council was, therefore, invited to nominate the current Town Mayor (together with a guest) for entry into the draw that would be held of all member councils to fill the quota of 32 invitations.
RESOLVED – that the Town Mayor and Consort be nominated for inclusion in the draw.
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123.
LLANELLI TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

Further to Minute No. 90(3) of the Town Council meeting held on 4th November 2009, the Town Clerk reported for members’ information the minutes of the Working Group meeting held on 19th January 2010 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the Minutes be noted.

124.
MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

RESOLVED – that the undermentioned matters (copies of which having been previously circulated to members) be noted:

(1) National Public Health Service for Wales – Swine Flu Pandemic Weekly Report 28th January 2010;

(2) Welsh Assembly Government – (a) Media Release 22.01.10 ‘Deputy Minister announces £1.7 million funding for adult autism services in Wales’; (b) Written Statement dated 23rd November 2009 by the then Minister for Social Justice and Local Government – ‘Update on Community and Town Councils’;

(3) One Voice Wales – (a) ‘The Voice’ – Issue 12, November 2009; (b) Minutes of the Carmarthenshire Area Committee meeting held on 17th September 2009 and the Larger Local Councils Forum meeting held on 21st October 2009;

(4) Glanymor and Tyisha Communities First – Minutes of the Partnership meeting held on 13th October 2009 and the Executive Group meeting held on 10th November 2009;

(5) NSPCC Cymru/Wales – Letter and attachment raising awareness of the NSPCC Helpline.

FURTHER RESOLVED – to note the undermentioned matter:
(1) HOWLTA Newsletter – No. 11, Winter 2009/10 (copy available for members’ inspection).

The meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m.

- 283 -

LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

13 January 2010
At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Wednesday, 13 January 2010 at 4:00 pm.

Present: 
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, W.J. Lemon,            S.M. Donoghue, A.G. Morgan, T.J. Jones, K.D. Rees
73.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman wished Officers and Members a happy New Year.

74.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs T. D Bowen and S. L. Davies.

75.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

76.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings.


Ordinary Meeting  -  9 December 2009

77.
MATTERS ARISING


LLANELLI CREMATORIUM LTD – PAYMENT OF RENT

Further to Minute No. 71, the Secretary reported that in order to facilitate rent being paid by direct debit via the BACS payment system, special software would have to be purchased at significant cost.  Other additional costs would also have to be incurred, and therefore the proposal put forward by Llanelli Crematorium Ltd was not cost effective for the Burial Authority to pursue.  

Following discussion it was

RESOLVED that Llanelli Crematorium Ltd be offered the facility to pay rent instalments by standing order instead of direct debit.
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78.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS

RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report for November 2009 and the provisional report for December 2009 be noted.

79.
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedule of payments for December 2009, which revealed expenditure for the month amounted to £17,611.16.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

80.
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009

Members considered the Auditor’s report received from Mazars LLP, (copies having been previously circulated) in respect of the Burial Authority’s accounts for 2008/09.  The report confirmed that the information contained in the annual return was in accordance with the Auditor General for Wales’ requirements and no matters had come to the Auditor’s attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met.

However, the report raised one other matter which did not affect the Auditor’s opinion but which was drawn to the Burial Authority’s attention nonetheless.  The Burial Authority was recommended to review its appointment of the internal auditor on an annual basis.

RESOLVED that the Auditor’s report be accepted.

81.
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

The Cemetery Manager presented Members with a detailed report requesting funds to purchase cemetery maintenance equipment which had not been budgeted for in this financial year but which was crucial to the continued improvement of working practices and the maintenance of the cemetery grounds.

After a lengthy discussion regarding the use and suitability of the equipment it was

RESOLVED that the report be accepted and funds totalling £11,929 be vired from the contingency budget head to purchase a utility vehicle, two soil boxes, dressing mats, pressure washer and bowser.
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82.
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

The Cemetery Manager reported upon the treacherous ground conditions encountered within the cemetery grounds during the severe cold weather of the last three weeks.  Members were informed that a risk assessment had been conducted and it was felt that four grit boxes needed to be installed within the cemetery grounds to help combat against similar conditions in future.  After a brief discussion it was

RESOLVED that the report be accepted and the cost of the grit boxes and rock salt totalling £1100.00 be met from the contingency budget head.  

83.
GREEN FLAG AWARD
Members were informed of the Green Flag award, which was a national scheme aimed at promoting and enhancing green spaces.  The Burial Authority was considering applying for the award and had commissioned a report (copies having been previously circulated to Members) from an independent Green Space advisor on behalf of the Civic Trust.  The report was provided free of charge and highlighted many positive features within the cemetery grounds, making it a viable candidate site to apply for the award.

After a brief discussion it was

RESOLVED that the report findings be accepted and that the Cemetery Manager be authorised to finalise preparations in order for the Burial Authority to apply for the award.

84.
SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING

The Secretary informed Members that the special budget meeting would be held on Monday 1 February, at 4.00pm in the Council Chambers at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

85.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT, 1960

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the following matter be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.
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86.
REVIEW OF CEMETERY FEES

Members considered the Cemetery Manager’s report on fee restructuring and potential amendments to grave digging operations; the restructuring of fees in connection with memorial permits and increasing other cemetery fees by three percent for the new financial year commencing on 1 April 2010.  Members were informed that with the opening of Section 11 and the prevailing ground conditions thereat it was proving difficult to provide grave depths for three interments in the same grave.  Furthermore, the current fee regime did not reflect the true cost of digging to provide for grave depths for three interments in terms of the resources expended when excavating the grave and the amount of time taken to reach the desired depth.

Having fully considered the report, Members were prepared to standardise grave digging operations to a certain extent by dispensing with excavations for grave depth for single interments and to change the current policy so that in future all new grave plots be excavated to a minimum depth of two interments.  However, despite the difficulties encountered in achieving a grave depth for three, this facility should still be retained for the bereaved but at a more realistic price in view of the extra work involved and it was

RESOLVED that:

(1) Hence forth all new grave plots shall be excavated to a minimum depth of two interments with single depth excavations being dispensed with from operational practices;

(2) Grave depth for three interments shall be retained but priced at a more competitive rate, the details of which are  to be presented for further consideration at the special budget meeting scheduled for 1 February 2010 (to which Minute No. 84 refers);
(3) The memorial permit fee be amended as follows:

New memorial, headstone only
-
£100


New memorial, kerb set
-
£120


Additional names cut on memorial 
-
£  50


Memorials within Garden of Remembrance 
-
£  70 ; and

(4) All other cemetery fees be increased by three percent across the board as recommended in the report.

……………....................................

The Meeting concluded at 4:55 pm

……………………………............
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LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

1 February 2010
At a Special Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Monday, 1 February 2010 at 4:00 pm.

Present: 
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, S.M. Donoghue, A.G. Morgan, K.D. Rees, J. Williams.
87.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. T.D. Bowen, T.J. Jones and W.J. Lemon.

88.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

89.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT, 1960

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the following matters be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.
90.
SCALE OF FEES

(1)
Exclusive Rights of Burial Fees



  £

Conventional grave - 30 year period
574.00


Conventional grave - 50 year period
1146.00


Cremated Remains  - 30 year period
154.00


Cremated Remains  - 50 year period
308.00

(2)
Cemetery Management Fees


The following charges would be levied where


Exclusive Rights of Burial was not applicable:


Cemetery management fee for a conventional grave
238.00


Cemetery management fee for a cremated remains plot
120.00
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(3)
Interment Charges


Grave - Depth for 2
350.00


Grave - Depth for 3
550.00


Interment in existing grave
350.00


Interment of cremated remains
115.00


Weekend Surcharge Interment Grave
318.00


Weekend Surcharge Interment Cremated Remains
127.00


(4) Other Charges


Hire of Chapel (including speaker)
39.00


Still Birth
11.00


Testing of Grave
87.00


Exhumation of Ashes
172.00


Exhumation of body (Actual & necessary costs)


New memorial - headstone 
100.00


New memorial - kerbset
 120.00


Additional names cut on headstones
50.00


Memorials within Garden of Remembrance
70.00


Bricked Grave (Admin fee)
317.00


Reserved Grave (Section 10 only)
218.00


Family History Search (per individual name)
10.00

(5)
Out Of Area Surcharges

All charges be increased by 50% in cases where the deceased did not reside within the administrative area of Llanelli Town and Rural Councils.

RESOLVED that the above fees be approved from 1 April 2010.
91.
EXHUMATION PAYMENTS

Further to Minute No. 141 (8 December 2004), Members reviewed the special payment made to the cemetery groundsmen when asked to participate in exhumations and it was

RESOLVED that the special payment be increased to £33.87 for exhumation of ashes and £92.19 for a full exhumation.

92.
ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

The Secretary presented Members with a detailed report in respect of the Estimates of Income and Expenditure for 2010 / 2011, and after a short discussion it was 
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RESOLVED that a budget precept of £191,610 be set for the financial year 2010 / 2011, and that a contribution of £95,805 be requested from Llanelli Town and Rural Councils respectively.

……………………………………..

The Meeting concluded at 4:10 pm

……………………………………..
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CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

8th February 2010

At a Meeting of the CONSULTATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 8th February 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. J. Williams (Vice-Chairman)(Presiding), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, M.W. Gimblett, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, R.T. Price, J. Roberts and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.
APOLOGY:
Councillors D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor), W.G. Thomas (Chairman).

12.
CARMARTHENSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – DRAFT SPEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
Consideration was given to a letter dated 15th January 2010, received from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering, enclosing the Executive Summary and Priorities for Action Sections of the draft Speed Management Strategy which would be presented to the County Council’s Social Justice Scrutiny Committee for appraisal (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The draft Strategy set out the combination of actions of the County Council and Dyfed-Powys Police in working together to effectively target and manage vehicle speeds on all parts of the county road network.  The Strategy supported the objectives of the Carmarthenshire Road Safety Plan, and outlined:

· The combination of practices and procedures that are used to act on road traffic speed related complaints on Carmarthenshire’s county road network

· Governance rules and responsibilities of the partners implementing the Strategy
· Criteria for setting local speed limits and the work of the Carmarthenshire Speed Limit Working Group Partnership
The Council’s views on the Priorities for Action were requested by 12th February 2010.

Members had no objection to the Priorities for Action, save for reiterating the request made on several previous occasions to the County Council to introduce traffic calming measures outside all schools in the Council’s area in order to reduce the potential for a serious accident, possibly involving young children.
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RESOLVED – that, in view of the imminent deadline for responses, the views of members as set out above be conveyed to the County Council.

13.
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – CONSULTATION ON ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT (WALES) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS

Further to Minute No. 1 of the Committee meeting held on 2nd July 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 25th January 2010 from the Assembly’s Local Government Finance Department, enclosing an Explanatory Note and a draft of the proposed amendment regulations (copies having been previously circulated to members).
It was noted that most of the issues being consulted upon would not impact specifically on Town and Community Councils, although those items of particular interest were highlighted.

Comments on the draft regulations were invited by the closing date of 19th February 2010.  Following the conclusion of this brief consultation, amending regulations would be brought into force at the end of the current financial year.

The Responsible Financial Officer gave a brief synopsis of the limited impact of the proposed amending regulations on the Council’s accounting procedures, whereupon it was

RESOLVED – that, in view of the imminent deadline for responses, no objection be made to the proposed amendment regulations as drawn.

The Meeting concluded at 6.05 p.m.
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
15th February 2010

At a Meeting of the PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 15th February 2010 at 6.15 p.m.

Present:
Councillors M.W. Gimblett (Chairman), Ms. J.C. Isaac (Vice-Chairman), J. Roberts, D.H. Skivington and Mrs. L.J. Stedman.

Apologies:
Councillors A.H. Hitchman, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, R.T. Price and Mrs. J. Williams.

29.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT


(1)  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of the undermentioned applications which had been sent to the Town Council by Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning for its consideration and observations.

RESOLVED – that the comments shown in column 3 hereunder be forwarded to the Head of Planning:-

	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22282

Mr. B. Maskell,

56 Station Road,

Llanelli. SA15 1AN

S/22286

Mr. Dale Bowler,

45 Chapman Street,

Llanelli. SA15 3EA


	Change of use of ground floor shop to flat with ancillary external alterations including removal of shop window and replacement with domestic scale windows and front door.

Reserved Matters Application - 4 bedroom detached dwelling with integral garage.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22290

Mr. Simon Brunyee,

Asda Stores Ltd.,

Murray Street, Llanelli.

SA15 1BX

S/22296

Carmarthenshire County Council, Former Stepney Hotel site and Zion Chapel & Sunday School, Upper Park Street, Llanelli.

SA15 3YE

S/22297

Carmarthenshire County Council, Zion Chapel & Sunday School, Upper Park Street, Llanelli. SA15 3YE

S/22328

Orange – Mr. Brian Park,

1 Stepney Precinct,

Llanelli. SA15 1YN


	Addition of 2 new condensers at roof level.

Construction of a theatre and community based development comprising of three connected buildings, providing a 512 seat theatre, a 100 seat performance/ rehearsal space, social enterprise facilities, teaching space, bar/café and associated administration rooms.

Listed Building Application. Proposed demolition of existing old school house and forecourt railings to create first floor link to adjacent theatre building and internal alterations to create 100 seat performance/ rehearsal space, social enterprise facilities, teaching space and associated plant and administrative rooms 

New shop front to existing Orange store.


	Approval recommended.
Approval recommended.
Approval recommended.
Approval recommended.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22329

Carmarthenshire County Council, Llysnewydd, Llanelli. SA15 2PR

S/22333

Mr. Nicholas Potter,

11 Heol Goffa, 

Llanelli. SA15 3NB

S/22352

Wellbeing Regeneration – Mrs. Gillian Webber,

Mallard House, 1 Upper Park Street, Llanelli.

SA15 3YN

S/22383

J.B. Jenkins & Son Ltd.,

Castle Buildings, Murray Street, Llanelli. SA15 3SQ

S/22421

Ms. Mandy Thomas,

27 Emma Street,

Llanelli.  SA15 1BA


	Demolition of two storey brick building complex of 28 no. flats.

Erection of a single storey (porch) front extension.

Change of use of two rooms to foot care treatment facilities.

Full planning application for change of use of premises only from wine bar, restaurant and kitchens on the ground floor and separate office accommodation on the first and second floors to a 4 star town centre boutique hotel with ground floor restaurant.

Part single and part first floor rear extension.


	Approval recommended  subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended  subject to neighbours being consulted.

Approval recommended.

Refusal recommended on the grounds that (1) the proposed hotel main entrance is at a location which poses a serious road safety issue to both vehicles and passengers; and (2) no parking provision of any kind has been made for use by hotel guests.
Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.
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	Ref No. and Name and Address of Applicant

(1)
	Proposed Development

(2)
	Observations

(3)

	S/22429

Mr. Robert Williams,

54 Parc Howard Avenue,

Llanelli. SA15 3JY

S/22436

Miss Amanda Beynon,

10 Woodend Road,

Llanelli. SA15 3BQ

S/22437

Mr. Craig Richards,

37 Penallt Terrace,

Llanelli. SA15 1HE


	Erection of a single storey rear extension to shower room, toilet and lobby.
Part two storey/part single storey rear extension to provide disabled facilities.

Proposed rear bathroom extension.


	Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.

Approval recommended subject to neighbours   being consulted.




(2) APPLICATION S/21050 – CHANGE OF USE OF GROUND FLOOR FROM B1 (OFFICE) TO A1 (SHOP) AT FALCON CHAMBERS, THOMAS STREET, LLANELLI

Further to Minute No. 28(3) of the Committee meeting held on 11th January 2010, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Planning of a copy of a letter dated 15th January 2010 from The Planning Inspectorate (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The letter confirmed that the appeal had been withdrawn by the appellant, and that no further action would be taken in respect of it.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

30.
TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – LLANELLI WEST LEVEL CROSSING

The Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 20th January 2010 from Carmarthenshire County Council’s Head of Transport and Engineering, with plan attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The letter indicated that a request had been received for the temporary closure of this level crossing in order to carry out essential maintenance work from Saturday, 10th April to Sunday, 11th April between 22.30 hours and 10.30 hours.  Details of the alternative route for diverted traffic were set out in the enclosed plan.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

The Meeting concluded at 6.35 p.m.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES

15th February 2010

At a Meeting of the JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 15th February 2010 at 6.36 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor)(In the Chair), M.J.P. Burns, Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, M.W. Gimblett, Ms. J.C. Isaac, J.E. Jones, C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees, J. Roberts, W.E. Skinner, Mrs. L.J. Stedman, D.H. Skivington and W.G. Thomas.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors A.H. Hitchman, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, W.J. Lemon, R.T. Price and Mrs. J. Williams.

1.
ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2010/2011
The Joint Standing Committee gave detailed consideration to a report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer setting out draft estimates for income and expenditure for the financial year 2010/2011 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

Having discussed the detailed draft estimates prepared for each of the Council’s services, including capital and revenue programmes, it was

RESOLVED – that the draft estimates be adopted as presented, and that the Town Council does precept upon Carmarthenshire County Council as the Rating Authority the sum of £750,000, this precept representing a Council Tax element of £92.23 for Band ‘D’ properties, a reduction of 62p from the previous financial year.

The Meeting concluded at 6.40 p.m.
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BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

15th February 2010

At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Monday, 15th February 2010 at 6.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. P.J. Edmunds (Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, J.E. Jones, R.P. Neil, K.D. Rees, W.E. Skinner, D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and W.G. Thomas (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGIES:
Councillors W.J. Lemon and C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council).
101.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Michael Bettridge, the Communities First Trainee currently on a three-month period of secondment with the Project Development Officer, and wished him every success in his traineeship.

102.
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – PARC HOWARD ASSOCIATION
Councillor K.D. Rees declared a personal interest in this matter, as a non-voting member of the Parc Howard Association.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting during the presentation by Mrs. Willis and the subsequent discussion and voting thereon.
Further to Minute No. 100(1)(a) of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, the Chairman (Councillor Mrs. P.J. Edmunds) extended a warm welcome to Mrs. Barbara Willis, Secretary of the Association, and invited her to address members.

Mrs. Willis thanked the Chairman for her welcome, and informed members that the Association had been formed in July 2009 out of a concern for the greatly reduced maintenance of the park and its buildings by Carmarthenshire County Council over recent years.  The Association’s principal aim was to assist the County Council, as owners of Parc Howard, in improving the current maintenance and repair regime.  

The Association had been formally constituted, and its monthly meetings were minuted.  Currently it did not meet the minimum financial criterion for registration as a Charity.  It had set up its own website, which was available for anyone to access.
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The Association members had plenty of ideas and suggestions, which could not be implemented due to lack of finance.  It was hoped that the Town Council could provide a measure of financial assistance.

Having received further information from Mrs. Willis regarding the Association’s running costs to date, Mrs. Willis was thanked for her attendance and presentation and thereupon withdrew.

Following further discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that a grant of £200 be made towards the Association’s administration and website maintenance costs only.

Councillor K.D. Rees then returned to the meeting.

103.
FINANCIAL REPORTS


(1)  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer giving a detailed analysis of cumulative income and expenditure for the period between 1st April 2009 and 31st January 2010, in the sums of £1,242,675 and £1,031,332 respectively (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the aforementioned report be adopted and approved.


(2)  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Consideration was given to the written report of the Responsible Financial Officer relating to accounts for payment (copies having been previously circulated to members).  The report indicated that cheque payments in respect of voucher nos. 12103 – 12141 (inclusive) amounted to £49,459.81, and that BACS and Direct Debit payments amounted to £65,709.06 respectively.

RESOLVED – that the accounts for payment be approved.

104.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRINGS

Consideration was given to the written schedule of hirings of all community centres during the month of January 2010 (copies having been previously circulated to members).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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105.
COMMUNITY CENTRES – MEMBERS’ INSPECTIONS – MAINTENANCE WORKS AT GLENALLA, LLANERCH AND LAKEFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRES
Further to Minute No. 51 of the Committee meeting held on 14th September 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt from M. Hiorns, Building Contractors Limited of their Final Valuation dated 5th January 2010 and Invoice for the works undertaken at Llanerch and Glenalla community centres, together with an e-mail message dated 18th January 2010 from the Council’s Consultant Architects authorising payment of the said Invoice (copies having been previously circulated to members).
Attention was drawn to the additional works in the sum of £356 which had been undertaken over and above the original tendered price of £9,230 (plus VAT).

RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that authority be granted for the payment of the Invoice submitted by M. Hiorns, Building Contractors Limited in the sum of £9,586 (plus VAT).

106.
ASBESTOS SURVEYS – RE-INSPECTION AND ASBESTOS REGISTER UPDATING SERVICE

Further to Minute No. 85 of the Committee meeting held on 14th December 2009, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of –

(i) Quotation from Westward Energy Services Limited for the removal and safe disposal of the burner gasket at Glenalla Community Centre and the installation of a suitable replacement in the total sum of £421 (plus VAT); and

(ii) Quotation from G. Hopkins and Son for the removal of the asbestos board above the rear fire door at Lakefield Community Centre and its replacement with a white Upvc fascia board in the sum of £48.50 (plus VAT).

RESOLVED – that the two quotations received from Westward Energy Services Limited and G. Hopkins and Son respectively be noted and accepted.

107.
LLANERCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Further to Minute No. 20 of the Committee meeting held on 18th June 2007, the Town Clerk reported the receipt of a letter dated 25th January 2010 from the Council’s Consultant Civil Engineer, with a set of readings and Invoice No. 4449 attached (copies having been previously circulated to members).
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The letter confirmed that the two sets of tell-tales previously fitted had again been checked – the toilet window tell-tale four times and the front timber bracket tell-tale three times.  The readings, as set out in the attachment, showed there was very little difference from the previous range of readings, and the Consultant Civil Engineer attributed the differences to instrument sensitivity and possibly thermal gradient.  Once again it suggested that whatever had caused the original cracking was no longer progressive, i.e. sub-structure structural movement had ceased.
Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the letter and accompanying readings be noted.

(2) That authority be given for the payment of Invoice No. 4449 in the sum of £160 (plus VAT).

(3) That the Council’s Insurers be advised of the action taken by the Council through its Consultant Civil Engineer in respect of this matter.

108.
COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRING CHARGES

Further to Minute No. 104 of the Committee meeting held on 16th March 2009, members reviewed the charges currently in operation for the Council’s community centres.  Following a discussion it was

RESOLVED – that the charges for the financial year commencing 1st April 2010 be as follows: 

Glenalla Community Centre

£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Glenalla Civic Hall

£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

£63.20 (£74.26) for concerts

£5.42 (£6.37) piano hire

Lakefield Community Centre

Main Hall
£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Room 1 (downstairs right)
£2.28 (£2.68) per hour

Room 2 (downstairs right)
£2.28 (£2.68) per hour

Room 3 (downstairs right)
£3.83 (£4.50) per hour

Room 4 (next to kitchen)
£3.83 (£4.50) per hour

Room 5 (left of main hall)
£3.15 (£3.70) per hour

Room 6 (upstairs)
£3.15 (£3.70) per hour
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Llanerch Community Centre

Main Hall
£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Committee Room
£2.95 (£3.47) per hour

Group Practice
£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Playgroup
£5.00 (£5.88) per hour

Paddock Street Community Centre

£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Penymorfa Community Centre

Not available for public use.

CYCA Nursery - £5,000 p.a. plus VAT

St. Barnabas Community Centre

Main Hall
£4.78 (£5.62) per hour

Committee Room
£3.40 (£4.00) per hour

Wesleyan Community Centre

£4.78 (£5.62) per hour either room

Birthday Parties:
£16.17 (£19.00)

Kitchen:
Free per session

Commercial Hiring:
£8.60 (£10.10) per hour

(VAT at 17.5% included in the bracketed amounts).

109.
COMMUNITY CENTRES – REPLACEMENT FOLDING TABLES
The Town Clerk reported the written receipt of a quotation dated 9th February 2010 from John Long (West Wales) Limited (copies having been previously circulated to members).

The quotation was for the supply of 26 JL MCO metal frame foil-topped folding tables, 6 ft x 2.6 ft at £49 each (exclusive of VAT).  Members were informed that the quotation had been requested in view of the manual handling difficulties experienced by caretakers with the current stock of heavy folding tables at the Council’s community centres.  It was felt that, as the price quoted was a favourable one, it might be considered opportune to replace the existing stock, which could then be transferred for use at the Selwyn Samuel Centre.
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Following a discussion it was

RESOLVED – that the quotation for the 26 folding tables in the price of £1,274 (plus VAT) submitted by John Long (West Wales) Limited be accepted.

110.
HEALTH AND SAFETY – RISK ASSESSMENTS OF COUNCIL BUILDINGS

Further to Minute No. 21 of the Committee meeting held on 15th June 2009, consideration was given to the written report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).

As part of the Health and Safety Service now being provided by Ellis Whittam and Partners LLP., an inspection of the Council’s community centres had been undertaken by their Health and Safety Consultant, Ms. Pamela Woodthorpe, which resulted in a report being produced for each property in respect of general risk and fire risk.  Each report contained standard information including an introduction, an explanation about risk assessment and the ratings used, a Safety Action Plan with timetable and an overview of each property.  The reports were summarised through an individual Safety Action Plan highlighting any matters requiring attention.  Copies of the relevant documentation were attached to the report for members’ information.
Since the assessments had been received, action had been taken to address the more immediate matters, and the actions taken to date were contained within the Safety Action Plan, as recorded in the report.

The assessments from the Selwyn Samuel Centre and Stebonheath Park would be presented to their respective committees in due course.  A new risk assessment would be undertaken of The Old Vicarage following completion of the refurbishment works.
Members welcomed the report, and commended the Responsible Financial Officer for the work undertaken since the risk assessments had been received.

With regard to the references to the Legionella Bacteria in the Safety Action Plan, it was confirmed that relevant training would be arranged by an accredited company in order to enable the community centre caretakers and the Responsible Financial Officer to fulfil their respective responsibilities.

Reference was also made to the recommendation to consider fitting door-jamb protection strips to prevent children’s fingers being trapped in doors at Glenalla and Llanerch community centres in particular, in view of the children’s nurseries held there.  Members were reminded that the Glenalla Nursery was no longer in operation, and were also informed that the Welsh Playgroup currently operating at Llanerch had been asked for their observations.
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Bearing in mind a recent incident regarding a young child at Lakefield Community Centre, it was felt that more information should be obtained regarding the possible installation of door-jambs in all the community centres.  It was, therefore,

RESOLVED as follows –

(1) That the report and its contents be noted.

(2) That the Consultant Architects be instructed to report on the feasibility of installing door jambs on every door within the Council’s community centres, and in particular the cost implications.

111.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

Further to Minute No. 97 of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, members received the following Minutes of the Building and Finance Sub-Committee held on 18th January 2010 –

“At a Meeting of the BUILDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Old Vicarage, Town Hall Square, Llanelli on Monday, 18th January 2010 at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council) (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, A.H. Hitchman and R.P. Neil.

Also in attendance:
Mr. P.J. Lewis (Consultant Architect), Mr. S. Maclean (Consultant Mechanical and Electrical Engineer), Mr. Dan Jones (T.A.D. Builders Ltd.) and representatives from John Long.

14.
THE OLD VICARAGE – PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSION

(1) SITE INSPECTION

Members undertook an inspection of The Old Vicarage, from which the following matters were considered –

a) Council Chamber Seating – additional seating to be sought from the Carmarthenshire County Council and in the event that the seats were not available a suitable alternative to be provided by John Long.  The chamber would be unavailable for functions or meetings until the seating issue was resolved.
b) Partition Doors – the removal of the doors.
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c) Heating Units – the heating units in the chamber and the low surface temperature units throughout the building to be reviewed in respect of their efficiency.

d) Mayor’s Parlour – the bar be supplied with a fridge and table top ice-maker.

e) Mayoral Robes – an additional mannequin to be provided within the display cabinet to allow the hanging of the present robes whilst not being worn.  The old robes to be placed in storage.

f) Pictures – the position of the council’s pictures were approved with the surplus being placed in storage.

g) Main Staircase – the stairs to receive a further coat of stain then varnished.

h) Front Façade and Gate – the plaques to be placed on a new hardwood frame and secured to the wall after repainting the wall.  The gate framework to be adjusted to prevent the gate from opening outwards.

RESOLVED - accordingly.

The Meeting concluded at 11.40 a.m.”
RESOLVED – that the Minutes be noted.

112.
REDUCING THE COUNCIL’S CARBON FOOTPRINT

Further to Minute No. 96 of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, the Town Clerk reported that he had spoken to Mr. David Moore of the Carbon Trust, who had expressed the willingness to attend a future meeting of the Committee to make a presentation to members.  However, he felt that, in order to make the presentation more beneficial, it would be useful to have the results of surveys of the relevant Council buildings available.  In order to facilitate this, details of current energy consumption at the Council’s buildings had been supplied.
As a result, further contact had been made with the Town Clerk to the effect that, in view of financial restrictions and the relatively low energy consumption recorded at the Council’s buildings, the Carbon Trust could only offer to undertake surveys of three of the Council’s buildings free of charge.  It was, therefore, suggested that the three buildings should be the Selwyn Samuel Centre, Glenalla Community Centre and Stebonheath Park.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk’s report be noted; and that authority be given for surveys to be undertaken at each of the three suggested buildings.
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113.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Further to Minute No. 98 of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, consideration was given to the written report of the Project Development Officer (copies having been previously circulated to members).   The report dealt with the following:-


(1)  LLANELLI FLOODING FORUM
Further to Minute No. 98(3) of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, details were given of the recent Forum meeting held on 5th February 2010.  The meeting took the form of visits to Cambrian Street Filling Station, Penybryn Waste Water Treatment Works and Northumberland Pumping Station, all hosted by Welsh Water.

RESOLVED – that the report be noted.


(2)  LLANELLI FESTIVAL – 21ST AUGUST 2010

Councillor W.G. Thomas declared a personal interest in this matter, as a resident of Old Castle Road behind which it was rumoured that a fun fair would be located at the time of the Festival.  As he also considered this to be a prejudicial interest, he withdrew from the meeting prior to the discussion and voting thereon.

Further to Minute No. 79(1)(l) of the Committee meeting held on 16th November 2009, assistance continued to be given to the Glanymor and Tyisha History Group in organising this event.  The take-up of exhibition spaces in the Selwyn Samuel Centre was very encouraging, and reproduced with the report was a copy of a Press Release recently issued by the County Council.

However, it was understood that the County Council was looking at the possibility of locating a fun fair near the Selwyn Samuel Centre to coincide with the Festival.  It was believed that the proposed location was on the green area behind the Centre, and this had led to concerns being expressed by Old Castle Road residents regarding access and disturbance. 

The Project Development Officer’s understanding was that the County Council was considering the provision of a French market in the town centre at the time of the Festival, and the possibility of locating some fairground rides in People’s Park for chidren attending the event, but that no final decision had yet been made.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted; and that the Project Development Officer be authorised to further investigate the possible fun fair and to present a further report for members’ consideration.
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(3)  LOTTERY – ASSET TRANSFER
The Lottery in Wales had set up a £13 million fund to encourage third sector organisations to apply for funding to take over buildings from Councils for use by the organisation concerned.  The minimum grant was £300,000, and the maximum £800,000, both figures comprising capital and revenue.  The initial “fast track” round had closed, and the second round for applications would be open from the end of March.  Statutory bodies were specifically excluded from the scheme, although trusts and charities were entitled to apply.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.

(4) COMMUNITIES FIRST GLANYMOR AND TYISHA – DEBT AND BENEFIT ADVICE SERVICE

This service was currently gearing itself up to provide a service in the Glanymor and Tyisha wards.  It would complement existing services such as those provided by the Citizens Advice Bureau, and would work closely with a number of partner organisations.  The service was working with the courts to offer assistance to those convicted and fined, and also with Trading Standards and schools to encourage a better understanding of money management.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(5)  COMMUNITY AWARDS

The Safer Communities Action Group of Glanymor and Tyisha Communities First were organising a Community Awards event at the Antioch Centre, Copperworks Road on 17th March 2010.  The awards would be sponsored by the County Council’s Housing Department, and nominations were invited in five different categories.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(6)  CLIMATE CHANGE EXHIBITION AND FILM
The Green Network, in conjunction with the Glanymor and Tyisha Environment and Regeneration Action Group, was planning to hold an exhibition and showing two climate change films at the Foothold Centre, Stebonheath on 8th March 2010.  The films were entitled “Age of Stupid” and “Eco Warrior”.  It was also hoped that the County Council’s Biodiversity Officer would make a presentation.  Any member wishing to attend was asked to give his/her name to the Project Development Officer.

RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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(7)  SHOPMOBILITY

Further to Minute No. 98(1) of the Committee meeting held on 18th January 2010, it was reported that a meeting between Community Council representatives and members of the Shopmobility Committee had taken place to discuss the current position.  The current lessors of the Mallard building were also present at the meeting, and they had indicated their wish to see Shopmobility based there.
It had, therefore, been agreed that a letter be sent to the County Council’s Head of Corporate Property setting out a number of points as detailed in the report.  However, in his response to the Secretary of the Shopmobility Committee, the Head of Corporate Property confirmed that it would not be possible for Shopmobility to share the premises with the Footcare Service now based there.

More recently, it was understood that the Chairman of the Shopmobility Committee had informed the County Council that the Darlows building in Cowell Street would be acceptable as a temporary base for Shopmobility scheme.  The Business Plan had now been completed, although there was still an unresolved issue regarding the parking provision in the vicinity of these premises.  A reply was currently awaited from the County Council.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted, and that further developments be awaited.

(8) GLANYMOR AND TYISHA HISTORY GROUP – LAUNCH OF COMPILATION

The launch of a compilation of books 1 – 5 in the History Group’s ‘People’s History’ series would be held on 4th March 2010 at Bethania Chapel, Morfa.  The cost of the compilation was £10.  Members were also informed that book 7 in the series would be published and launched in September 2010.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.


(9)  PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL ALLOTMENTS

In the course of a recent Green Network meeting, members were informed that progress had been made in securing the provision of additional allotments.  From the initial feasibility report, two sites had emerged as strong contenders, namely Dwyfor in Llwynhendy and the strategic site in Dafen.

Funding had been secured to undertake a preliminary risk assessment on the contamination issues; expressions of interest had been made to the Communities First “Outcomes Fund”, and other possible funding avenues were being explored.
RESOLVED – that the information be noted.
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114.
COUNCIL COAT OF ARMS SHIELDS

The Town Clerk reported that the stock of shields had now been exhausted, and enquired whether members felt it appropriate that a new stock be purchased.
Following a discussion it was

RESOLVED – that, subject to the receipt of a quotation which the Responsible Financial Officer deemed reasonable, a stock of 30 shields be purchased.
115.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(1)
GRANTS – Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 unless otherwise stated

Having considered the following applications (copies having been previously circulated to members), it was

RESOLVED as follows –

(a) CATCHUP Limited – that a grant of £200 be made;

(b) Llanelli Choral Society – that a grant of £200 be made;

(c) Calsonic Wanderers Bowls Club – that consideration be deferred pending the receipt of further information regarding membership;

(d) Rotary Club of Llanelli – that a grant of £400 be made;

(e) Llanelli Citizens Advice Bureau – that a grant of £500 be made;

(f) Macmillan Cancer Support (South West Wales) – that a grant of £300 be made;
(g) Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire – that a grant of £100 be made;
(h) Bigyn C.P. School – that a grant of £300 be made;

(i) Coedcae Family of Schools – that a grant of £300 be made to Coedcae School;

(j) Epilepsy Action – Llanelli Branch – that, as a grant had already been made to this organisation during the current financial year, consideration of this application be deferred to the next financial year.

The Meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.
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TOWN TWINNING COMMITEE

18th February 2010

At a Meeting of the TOWN TWINNING COMMITTEE of LLANELLI TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Thursday, 18th February 2010                 at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council)(Chairman), M.J.P. Burns, Mrs. P.J. Edmunds, A.H. Hitchman, Ms. Ff.S. Larsen, K.D. Rees (Vice-Chairman), D. Thomas (Deputy Town Mayor) and W.G. Thomas.

APOLOGIES:
Councillors J.E. Jones and R.P. Neil.
Also in Attendance:
Mrs. Cecily Lloyd, Hon. Secretary of the Llanelli and District Twinning Association.
8.
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LLANELLI/AGEN TWINNING LINK

Further to Minute No. 7 of the Committee meeting held on 21st September 2009, detailed consideration was given to the report of the Town Clerk updating members on progress with arrangements to date, and to the schedule of outstanding items that needed to be agreed.

Following a detailed discussion on the outstanding items, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to proceed to finalise the arrangements, as now agreed by members.

FURTHER RESOLVED – that full plenary powers be granted to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Leader of the Council, in conjunction with the Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, to determine all matters arising from the aforementioned arrangements.

The Meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m.
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LLANELLY HOUSE COMMITTEE

25th February 2010

At a Meeting of the LLANELLY HOUSE COMMITTEE of LLANELLI          TOWN COUNCIL held at The Town Hall, Llanelli on Thursday, 25th February 2010     at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. J. Williams (Chairman), Mrs. P.J. Edmunds,            C.C. Lucas (Leader of the Council), K.D. Rees and Mrs. L.J. Stedman (Vice-Chairman).

APOLOGIES:
Councillors M.J.P. Burns, W.J. Lemon, R.P. Neil and R.T. Price.
Also in Attendance:
Craig Hatto, Project Manager, Robert Parker, CHRT Secretary, William Wilkins, Project Advisor and Wynford Lewis, Consultant Architect.
10.
PROGRESS REPORT

Further to Minute No. 9 of the Committee meeting held on 25th September 2009, the Chairman (Mrs. J. Williams) welcomed Craig Hatto, Project Manager to his first meeting with the Committee since he had taken up his post in January.  He invited him to make his presentation to members.

Mr. Hatto thanked the Chairman for her welcome and introduction and, prior to commencing his presentation, distributed copies of a printed handout to each one present.

In the course of his presentation, Mr. Hatto outlined the results of the project review which he had undertaken since his appointment, in which he touched on the CHRT’s core objectives and how they fitted in with the project core objectives.  He gave an architectural review, confirming the stage which the project had now reached and details of actions pending, together with an overview of the project interpretation in the light of the work undertaken by Imagemakers Limited.  He also touched on the catering facilities and retail facilities that were being considered.
He went on to deal with the current situation regarding procurement and appointments, and a review of the project budget, claims procedures and the project programme.
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He then updated members on marketing, sponsorship, media and publishing, with contributions from William Wilkins regarding the Stepney armorial dinner service, the Reynolds portrait, forthcoming fundraising functions, as well as other avenues of fundraising being pursued.

In conclusion, he outlined what he considered to be the main issues that he now needed to address, namely –
· Complete and agree the procurement guidelines and agree the procurement template with the various funders

· Complete the re-procurement of the Conservation Architect and Quantity Surveyor

· Ensure that the Architects create the correct infrastructure to allow the building’s facilities to flex and breathe over time

· Realign the building to provide a more logical visitor flow

· Give the facility a clear and concise focus and function that is not confusing, and one that the general public can instantly recognise

· Ensure that the facility would sustain itself for the future and be utilised by the community and possibly the nation.

Having also heard the supplementary contribution made by Robert Parker, members took the opportunity to put a number of questions to Mr. Hatto, focusing mainly on the need to ensure that local (non-specialist) contractors were given every opportunity to tender for elements of the restoration work, and the need to engage more directly with members of the public in order to show clearly what the project was about.
Prior to closing the meeting, the Chairman thanked Mr. Hatto for his informative presentation, and for the contributions made by both Robert Parker and William Wilkins.
The Meeting concluded at 6.35 p.m.
